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How to use this book

Introduction

These Practice Papers have been written to provide final preparation for your 11+ Science test.

This book includes six single-subject training tests for Biology, Chemistry and Physics (two for each subject) and five 11+ papers modelled on the actual exam papers. The single-subject training tests are divided into one simpler paper which tests your basic understanding of the subject and a second, more challenging paper, which assesses your ability to analyse and apply your scientific knowledge.

The Practice Papers will help you to:


•  become familiar with the way 11+ tests are presented

•  build your confidence in answering the variety of questions set

•  work with increasingly difficult questions

•  tackle questions presented in different ways

•  build up your speed in answering questions to the timing expected in the 11+ tests.



The final test in the book is designed to be a Mock Exam to test your preparation shortly before you sit the real paper for entrance to your next school. As in real papers, it contains questions that are similar to those you have already practised using this book. This should be your experience when you sit your real 11+ paper.

Pre-Test and the 11+ entrance exams

The Galore Park 11+ series is designed for Pre-Tests and 11+ entrance exams for admission into independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools. Many schools set the ISEB 11+ Science exam, although some schools set their own and it is possible that if you are applying for more than one school, you will encounter more than one of type of test.

To give you the best chance of success in these assessments, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent school teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these Practice Papers. The content covers the National Curriculum Programmes of Study for Key Stages 1 and 2 up to the end of Year 5, as well as the ISEB syllabus to the end of Year 5 and the 11+ examinable material in Year 6.
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For parents

These Practice Papers have been written to help both you and your child prepare for both Pre-Test and 11+ entrance exams.

For your child to get maximum benefit from these tests, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the exams, as described in the ‘Working through the book’ section on the next page.

The time allowed to complete questions gets shorter as the book progresses to build up speed and confidence.

Some of these timings are very demanding and reviewing the tests again after completing the book (even though your child will have some familiarity with the questions) can be helpful, to demonstrate how their speed has improved through practice.
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For teachers and tutors

This book has been written for teachers and tutors working with children preparing for both Pre-Tests and 11+ entrance exams. The syllabus coverage to the end of Year 5 (both National Curriculum and ISEB) and ISEB Year 6 examinable material, has been compressively reviewed to ensure questions are asked on all subject areas.
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Working through the book

You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry – these tests are designed to build up your skills and speed. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and set a timer. Prepare for each test as if you are actually going to sit your 11+ (see ‘Test day tips’ below):


•  Complete the test with a timer, in a quiet room, noting down how long it takes you, writing your answers in pencil. Even though timings are given, you should complete ALL the questions.

•  Mark the test using the answers at the back of the book.

•  Go through the test again with a friend or parent and talk about the difficult questions.

•  Have another go at the questions you found difficult and read the answers carefully to find out what to look for next time.



The answers are in a separate section at the end of the book. Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper. Each answer has a full explanation so you can understand why you might have answered incorrectly.

After completing the book you may want to go back to the earlier papers and have another go to see how much you have improved!
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Test day tips

Take time to prepare yourself the day before you go for the test. Remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser, a calculator and a watch to time yourself (if you are allowed – there is usually a clock present in the exam room in most schools). Take a bottle of water in with you, if this is allowed, as this will help to keep you hydrated and improve concentration levels.

… and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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Continue your learning journey

When you’ve completed these Practice Papers, you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Revision Guide covers all the topics you will need to know in your 11+ Science exam. The book is an essential tool to help you revise the topics you have been taught in school, plus some extra skills needed for the ISEB exams. The examiner’s tips in the book will give you ideas for how to stand head and shoulders above the other candidates.


Paper 1: Biology

Test time: 30:00


1  Underline the option that best completes each of the following sentences.




      (a) A substance required by a plant to make its own food is




            a carbon dioxide

            b fertiliser

            c oxygen

            d soil




      (b) In a food chain the plant is always a




            a consumer

            b herbivore

            c omnivore

            d producer




      (c) A badger is described as nocturnal because it




            a hibernates when it is cold

            b hunts for food during the day

            c hunts for food during the night

            d sleeps during the night




      (d) An example of a vertebrate animal is a




            a bee

            b snail

            c snake

            d worm




      (e) Some flowers have long, dangling stamen to encourage




            a fertilisation

            b germination

            c pollination

            d seed dispersal




      (f) Lack of vitamin C in the diet causes




            a blindness

            b rickets

            c scurvy

            d spots

(6)




2  The diagram below shows a cross-section of a flower.
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      (a) Complete the table below with the names of each of the parts A, B and C and describe what each part does.
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(3)


      (b) Fill in the blanks to complete the sentence below. The cells of the leaf and stem contain a green pigment called ______________, which absorbs light energy from the ________________in a process called _______________.



(3)


3  This question is about digestion and food.




      (a) Using straight lines, match the boxes with the names of parts of the digestive system to the boxes stating what each part does.
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(3)


            Fibre is an important part of a healthy diet.




      (b) (i)  Name one food that is a good source of fibre.




                  [image: ]



(1)


            (ii) Explain why fibre is important in the diet.

                  [image: ]
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(2)


4  Choose words or phrases from the box below to complete the following questions. Each answer may be used once, more than once or not at all.
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      (a) In a food chain the energy originally comes from the _________________________.

(1)




      (b) Breeding programmes in zoos are important to conserve ________________ species.

(1)

      (c) When an insect hatches the emerging young form is usually called a ________________.

(1)

      (d) Using a cutting to grow a new plant is an example of ______________ reproduction.

(1)

      (e) A tortoise becoming dormant in the winter is an example of _______________.

(1)

      (f) A camel having large feet to stop it sinking into the sand is an example of _________________.

(1)




5  Look at the food chain and then answer the questions on the next page.
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    Using all of the words in the box, describe fully the feeding relationships of each of the organisms in the food chain shown in the diagram on the previous page.
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      (a) (i)  The plant is a _________________________________

(1)




            (ii) The mouse is a ________________________________

(2)

                  [image: ]



 


            (iii) The owl is a __________________________________

(2)

                  [image: ]




      (b) State what the arrows represent in the food chain.

                  [image: ]

(1)



Record your results and move on to the next paper.
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