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Dedicated to Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The original Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions for the IB is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.







Introduction



This book has been written to support your study of Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries of the IB History Diploma.

This introduction gives you an overview of:


	★  the content you could study for Topic 12: The Cold War


	★  how you will be assessed for Paper 2


	★  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.






1 What you will study

The late twentieth century witnessed the Cold War. The end of the Second World War brought two superpowers, the United States (US) and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), to the fore of international relations. Both states had vast territories, with large populations, tremendous national resources and major industrial complexes. They both fielded large militaries that defeated Axis states in the Second World War and each represented a specific governing and economic system. The US generally stood for democratically elected governments that espoused free trade or capitalism, while the USSR was a communist state in which there was only one political party, the Communist Party, and the economy was primarily directed by the state. These competing economic and governance models, along with the need for each to create alliances for their security and the security of their allies, had worldwide consequences as each state attempted to gain further allies, spread their economic and governing systems and competed militarily, both in terms of quantity and technology.

The Cold War is an interesting topic of study. The competition between the US and the USSR and their allies had economic consequences for Europe and many other parts of the world. Various wars, such as those in Korea, Vietnam and Afghanistan resulted, in part, from the desire to either limit or spread communism or capitalism. While the Cold War may often be seen as a period in which the world was often seemingly on the threshold of nuclear warfare, it may also be interpreted as an era in which the search for peace and security were paramount concerns for many nations’ leaders.

This book addresses East–West relations from 1945. It:


	●  begins by looking at the origins of the Cold War and the ideological differences which underpinned it (Chapter 1)


	●  examines the early years of the Cold War, including how Truman’s policy of containing communism developed, and the development of the ‘Iron Curtain’ (Chapter 2) 


	●  covers the division of Germany from 1948 to 1952 and the consolidation of the division of Europe into a Soviet bloc and a Western bloc (Chapter 3)


	●  traces how communism spread in Asia and its impact on different conflicts in the region (Chapter 4)


	●  considers the advent of détente and its subsequent breakdown during various crises, culminating in the Berlin Crisis (Chapter 5)


	●  covers the global Cold War from 1953 to 1961, looking at conflict in Africa, Vietnam and the Middle East (Chapter 6)


	●  looks in detail at the politics of détente, 1963 to 1979 (Chapter 7)


	●  concludes by examining the end of the Cold War and the collapse of communism in eastern Europe and the USSR (Chapter 8).




2 How you will be assessed

The IB History Diploma can be studied either to Standard or Higher Level. It has three papers in total: Papers 1 and 2 for Standard Level and a further Paper 3 for Higher Level. It also has an internal assessment which all students must do.


	●  For Paper 1 you need to answer four source-based questions on a prescribed subject. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks at Higher Level, or 30 per cent of your overall marks at Standard Level.


	●  For Paper 2 you need to answer two essay questions on two different topics. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks at Higher Level, or 45 per cent of your overall marks at Standard Level.


	●  For Paper 3 you need to answer three essay questions on two or three sections. This counts for 35 per cent of your overall marks at Higher Level.




For the Internal Assessment you need to carry out a historical investigation. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks at Higher Level, or 25 per cent of your overall marks at Standard Level.

Paper 2

Topic 12: The Cold War is assessed through Paper 2. There are twelve topics on Paper 2 and you will answer two questions in total, one each from a different topic. Questions for Topic 12 may ask you to discuss the origins and development of the Cold War, the importance of specific policies or leaders, about various crises or treaties and their effects, the impact of proxy conflicts such as those in Korea, Vietnam or Afghanistan, the final years of the Cold War, and so forth. The questions are open-ended, meaning that they will be general questions about the Cold War which you can address with knowledge of your choice.

Examination questions

You should answer only one question out of two questions you will find on Topic 12: The Cold War. Your answer will take the form of an essay. These questions are not in any particular order. There will be questions that your teacher has prepared you to answer, but others that you will not be able to address. This is normal and expected. Topic 12 has many areas of the Cold War which may be studied and your teacher has selected various periods, covering different regions, such as Asia, Africa, Europe or the Americas. Each question on the exam is worth 15 points, making Paper 2 worth a total of 30.

There are several types of questions, some of which may be as follows.

Example 1

With reference to the two Cold War crises, each from a different region, compare and contrast the role of US foreign policy during these events.

Example 2

Examine the importance of ideology in causing the Cold War.

Questions about the importance of a single event

Your examination may contain questions regarding a single event or issue. The examination paper will allow you to choose one to address.

Example 1

Discuss the significance of one war on superpower relations during the Cold War.

Example 2

Examine the role of one Soviet leader in resolving a Cold War crisis.

Example 3

Evaluate the importance of one non-superpower in causing a Cold War crisis.

Example 4

To what extent did détente affect international relations of one state during the Cold War?

Questions that involve more than one region

Your examination may have questions regarding more than one region during the Cold War.

Example 1

With reference to two Cold War communist leaders, each from a different region, compare and contrast their relationship with the Soviet Union.

Example 2

Examine the difference between the Soviet Union’s relationships with communist governments from two different regions.

Example 3

Evaluate the relative importance of economic systems in causing the Cold War.

Example 4

Assess the importance of the Cold War for two non-superpower states.

The appearance of the examination paper

Cover

The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it: 1 hour and 30 minutes. Instructions are limited and simply state that you should not open it until told to do so, answer only two questions, each from a different topic, and to make sure that you understand what the paper means by regions. A map indicates the regions for you.

Topics

Once you are allowed to open your examination paper, you will note that there are twelve topics, each numbered and titled. Topic 12 obviously comes last and two questions are below this title. Again, the questions are in no particular order, so a question on a more recent event may precede that of a much earlier one.

Questions

You are required to answer only one of the two questions. Make sure you have read through both questions before starting, selecting the question you know the most about and feel the most comfortable with. It is important to understand that you need to answer the question fully in an essay. There is more advice on this in Chapter 9.

3 About this book

Coverage of course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the IB History Guide for Topic 12: The Cold War: Superpower tensions and rivalries. Chapters start with an introduction outlining the key questions that will be addressed. Chapters are then divided into a series of sections and topics covering the course content. Throughout the chapters, you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key and leading questions

Each section heading in the chapter has a related key question which gives a focus to your reading and understanding of the section. These are also listed in the chapter introduction. You should be able to answer the questions after completing the relevant section.

Topics within the sections have leading questions which are designed to help you focus on the key points within a topic and give you more practice in answering questions.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are emboldened in the text and are defined in the margin. They also appear in a glossary at the end of the book.

Sources

Each chapter contains several sources including speeches, quotes by historians, photographs, and charts. These sources have questions for you to practise your knowledge and are similar to questions found on Paper 1 examinations.

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) questions

It is important to understand that there are strong links between IB History and Theory of Knowledge (TOK) issues. Each chapter has a Theory of Knowledge question that makes this link.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram which gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision.

Chapter summary

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Skills development

We have included instructions at the end of Chapters 2–8 on the meanings of the various command terms used in IB examinations.

You will also find:


	●  examination practice in the form of Paper 2 style questions


	●  suggestions for learning activities, including ideas for debate, essays and research which will help you develop a deeper understanding of Topic 12 content.




Examples of outlines, introductions, conclusions and body paragraphs are presented and discussed in Chapter 9.

Timeline

There is a timeline of significant dates during the Cold War located at the end of this book. This is meant as a revision aid.

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books and websites which may help you with further independent research and presentations. It may also be helpful when further information is required for internal assessments and extended essays in history. You may wish to share the contents of this section with your school or local librarian.

Internal assessment

All IB History diploma students are required to write a historical investigation which is internally assessed. The investigation is an opportunity for you to dig more deeply into a subject that interests you. This gives you a list of possible areas for research.
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