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INTRODUCTION

You can’t revise for the Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation paper.

Have you ever said that?

Obviously, because this part of Higher English is based on ‘unseen’ passages, you can’t revise the content in advance or memorise quotations.

But many students don’t realise that questions relating to the content of the passage are only one aspect of the paper. At least as much emphasis is placed by the examiners on the style of language used in the passage. Such questions are not only asking you about what the writer is saying; they are asking you about how he or she is saying it.

You can revise for these questions by training yourself to recognise the language features that help to make up a good written style.

For some authors, a good style comes naturally…
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Thriller writer Edgar Wallace used to sit at his desk and produce 10,000 words a day, keeping up his strength by drinking 30 cups of tea and eating doughnuts. He wrote the screenplay for the film King Kong in nine weeks and composed so quickly that it was said that he could turn out a novel in the back of a taxi in a traffic jam.
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…while others find it much more difficult:
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The nineteenth-century French novelist Gustave Flaubert did not have a natural flair for writing and would spend hours on a single sentence. He rewrote his most famous book, Madame Bovary, five times, never looking back at his previous version.
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Every professional writer – whether he or she writes quickly and instinctively like Edgar Wallace, or slowly and painstakingly like Gustave Flaubert – has mastered the skills of word choice, sentence structure, tone, imagery, punctuation and so on. If you have never studied these techniques, you will not be able to answer questions on them and will end up making vague guesses. This book will explain the techniques, but it will do something else as well: it will train you to understand what the wording of questions is getting at, and will show you methods for approaching different kinds of questions.

If you work through this book systematically, by the time the Higher examination comes round you will have realised that:

You can revise for the Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation paper!
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