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This book on the Tudor period is written to support the Tudor option of AQA’s A-level History Breadth Study specification. It is an exciting period, full of characters who seem larger than life – partly because elements of the story have so often been transferred to stage, television and film. It is a story that includes love, jealousy, hatred and violence. It is a century that includes some fascinating characters whose exact motives can still be debated 500 or so years later. Recent research has unearthed new details which have led to reinterpretations of some decisions and events.
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The key content

‘The Tudors: England, 1485–1603’ is one of the breadth studies offered by AQA, and as such covers over 100 years. The content is divided into two parts:

Part One (1485–1547) is studied by those taking the AS examination.

Parts One and Two (1485–1603) are studied by those taking the full A-level examination.

Each part is subdivided into two sections.
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PART ONE: CONSOLIDATION OF THE TUDOR DYNASTY: ENGLAND, 1485–1547

This covers the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII – not just the personalities, but also aspects of historical study such as economic, social, ideological and cultural.

Henry VII, 1485–1509

This reign can mistakenly be seen as the prologue to the exciting events and personalities in his son, Henry VIII’s, reign. In fact, Henry VII’s seizure of the crown and the way in which he consolidated power are epic stories in themselves. He still had doubts about his success in creating a dynasty – especially after the death of his eldest son, Arthur, in 1502. Fortunately Henry VII lived long enough for his second son, Henry, to be able to become king when he was just about old enough to rule at the age of seventeen.

Henry VIII, 1509–47

The first twenty years, when for most of the time Cardinal Wolsey was the chief minister, was a period during which the foundations laid by Henry VII were consolidated.

Henry VIII’s main preoccupation from the later 1520s onwards was securing the succession to ensure that the Tudor dynasty continued. To guarantee this, he needed a son (only a daughter had survived childbirth and infancy). Famously Henry VIII was declared Supreme Head of the Church of England after breaking with the Pope in Rome, to obtain a divorce and marry Anne Boleyn.

Henry eventually gained a male heir (through his third wife, Jane Seymour).
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PART TWO: ENGLAND: TURMOIL AND TRIUMPH, 1547–1603

This covers the reigns of Henry VIII’s three children who ruled in turn: Edward VI (1547–53), Mary (1553–58) and Elizabeth (1558–1603). Again, the focus is not just on the personalities but also on issues of breadth as highlighted in the key questions.

Instability and consolidation: ‘the mid-Tudor Crisis’, 1547–1563

Edward VI was king for six years, during which time the government was first of all led by the Duke of Somerset and later the Duke of Northumberland. There were many problems during these years – not entirely caused by the lack of an adult monarch. England faced inflation, bad harvests, trade problems and a population rise. Changes in religious belief were introduced.

Edward died when he was fifteen and Mary was proclaimed queen. The Catholic faith was reintroduced in England – with the agreement of Parliament. Mary married Philip of Spain, but failed to produce a child who would have inherited the throne.

When the crown passed to Elizabeth her coronation was celebrated – partly because of her Protestant religion but also because of the unpopularity of Mary’s Spanish marriage. Elizabeth showed, within the first few years of her reign, that a woman could rule successfully.

The triumph of Elizabeth, 1563–1603

Elizabeth’s achievements are legendary – ruling for over 44 years, defeating the Spanish, presiding over a country that flourished in the arts, literature and music. Yet she constantly faced problems: what to do with the threat of Mary Queen of Scots, uprisings against her rule, social problems over poverty and disagreements with Parliament over many issues – including her failure to find a husband and provide an heir. Thus when she died in 1603 there was much on both sides of the balance sheet. It has often been the glitter that has predominated in interpretations of her reign.
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Key concepts

But the study of history does not just include narrative – interesting though the stories often are! There are four concepts which steer our thinking and our understanding of the past. These are important in your study and questions are likely to be centred on one or more of these.


•  Change and continuity: To what extent did things change? What are the similarities and differences over time?

•  Cause and consequence: What were the factors that led to change? How did the changes affect individuals and groups within society, as well as the country as a whole?



You will find that all the essay questions that you face involve one or more of these concepts. They will be asking you to assess, for example:


•  the extent you agree with a statement

•  the validity of a statement

•  the importance of a particular factor relating to a key question

•  how much something changed or to what extent something was achieved.



In addition, you will be learning about different interpretations: how and why events have been portrayed in different ways over time by historians. In the first section of both the AS and A-level examination you will be tested on this skill with a selection of contrasting extracts.

The key questions

The specification lists six key questions around which the study is based. These are wide-ranging in scope and can be considered across the whole period. They reflect the broadly based questions (usually covering 20–30 years) that will be set in the examination.
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1  How effectively did the Tudors restore and develop the powers of the monarchy?




    You will learn how Henry VII established the Tudor dynasty; how it was consolidated by Henry VIII, and how under Edward VI and Mary the Tudor monarchy appeared to be under threat before being rescued during the reign of Elizabeth.
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2  In what ways and how effectively was England governed during this period?




    You will examine how the government of England remained the same, but with important changes within a system which left the ruling elite with the political power. In the shires of England the nobility were in control, aided by the gentry. Parliament gained in status through the process of the Reformation.
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3  How did relations with foreign powers change and how was the succession secured?




    You will discover that throughout the period England had at various times to face threats from France (often allied with the Scots) and Spain. There were frequent changes of alliances, with Spain becoming the enemy for the last 20 years of Elizabeth’s reign.
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4  How did English society and economy change and with what effects?




    English society had never been static, but you will learn that it changed at a faster pace in the sixteenth century for a variety of reasons. The economy developed too, with more people, rising prices, increased trade, and the consequences of discoveries of new lands around the world.



[image: ]



[image: ]



5  How far did intellectual and religious ideas change and develop and with what effects?




    You will discover that the Renaissance brought different ways of thinking, including rediscovering the writings of ancient Greece and Rome. The Reformation meant that there was no longer a consensus in religious ideas – and the differences could be spread easily with the expansion of printing. Although many people still could not read, England was becoming a more literate society.
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6  How important was the role of key individuals and groups and how were they affected by developments?




    You will already probably know that the Tudor period is famous for its kings and queens, for Wolsey, Thomas More, Thomas Cromwell, the Earl of Leicester and many others. They all played a key role in policy and were in turn affected by the situations they faced – in some cases leading to their execution. Groups, such as sections of society or religious groups or courtiers, also had a key role in developments.
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How this book is designed to help your studies

1 With the facts, concepts and key questions of the specification
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2 With the skills needed to answer examination questions


[image: ]


3 With the skills in reading, understanding and making notes from the book

Note-making

Good note-making is really important. Your notes are an essential revision resource. What is more, the process of making notes will help you understand and remember what you are reading. Some of you will make notes using a laptop, tablet or other device. Others will use a more traditional approach. No matter what approach you use, however, the same general principles apply to note-making.

How to make notes

Most note-making styles reflect the distinction between key points and supporting evidence. Below is advice on a variety of different note-making styles. Throughout each section in the book are note-making activities for you to carry out.

The important thing is that you understand your notes. Therefore, you don’t have to write everything down and you don’t have to write in full sentences.

While making notes you can use abbreviations:



	Full text
	Abbreviation



	
Parliament

England

Development

Henry VIII


	
Parlt

Eng

Devt

HVIII






You can develop your own abbreviations. Usually it is only yourself who has to understand them!

You can use arrows instead of words:



	Full text
	Arrow



	
Increased

Decreased


	
↑

↓






You can use mathematical notation:



	Equals
	=



	Plus, and
	+



	Because
	∴



	Therefore
	∵




Note-making styles

There are a large number of note-making styles. You can find examples of four popular styles below. All of them have their strengths and it is a good idea to try them all and work out which style suits you.

Style 1: Bullet points

Bullet points can be a useful method of making notes because:


•  they encourage you to write in note form, rather than in full sentences

•  they help you to organise your ideas in a systematic fashion

•  they are easy to skim read later

•  you can show relative importance visually by indenting less important, or supporting points.



Usually it is easier to write notes with bullet points after you have skim-read a section or a paragraph first in order to get the overall sense in your head.

Style 2: The 1–2 method

The 1–2 method is a variation on bullet points. The method is based on dividing your page into two columns: the first for the main point, the second for supporting detail. This allows you to see the structure of the information clearly. To do this, you can create a chart to complete, as follows:



	Main point
	Supporting detail



	 
	 




Style 3: Spider diagrams

Spider diagrams or mind maps can be a useful method of making notes because:


•  they will help you to categorise factors: each of the main branches coming from the centre should be a new category

•  they can help you see what is most important: often the most important factors will be close to the centre of the diagram

•  they can help you see connections between different aspects of what you are studying. It is useful to draw lines between different parts of your diagram to show links

•  they can help you with essay planning: you can use them to get down the main points quickly and develop a clear structure in response to an essay question

•  you can set out the spider diagram in any way that seems appropriate for the task, but usually, as with a spider’s web, you start with the title or central issue in the middle with connecting lines radiating outwards.
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