

[image: ]




[image: ]



Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.

Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SB. Telephone: (44) 01235 827720. Fax: (44) 01235 400454. Email education@bookpoint.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

ISBN: 9781471836718
eISBN: 9781471836657

© Mike Wells 2015

First published in 2015 by

Hodder Education,

An Hachette UK Company

Carmelite House

50 Victoria Embankment

London EC4Y 0DZ

www.hoddereducation.co.uk

Impression number  10  9  8  7  6  5  4  3  2  1

Year                    2019  2018  2017  2016  2015

All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, Saffron House, 6–10 Kirby Street, London EC1N 8TS.

Cover photo William Pitt the Younger (1759–1806) 1807 (marble), Nollekens, Joseph (1737–1823)/© Yale Centre for British Art, Paul Mellon Collection, USA/Bridgeman Images.

Illustrations by Integra Ltd and Barking Dog

Typeset in ITC Legacy Serif Std Book 10/13 by Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd., Pondicherry, India

Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon CRO 4YY

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.


Contents

Introduction

British Period Study: British Government in the Age of Revolution, 1783–1832

Gateway to British Government in 1783

Chapter 1 Pitt the Younger

Why did Pitt have the support of George III and why was this so important?

What was the significance of the 1784 election?

How and with what success did Pitt reform finance and administration?

What was the importance of Pitt’s trade policies?

What impact did the French Revolution have on Britain and on Pitt’s policies?

How serious were the threats from radicals and how well did Pitt deal with them?

Why was the Whig opposition divided and how important was this for Pitt remaining in power?

Historical debate: How great a reform minister was Pitt the Younger?

Study skills: understanding the wording of the question and planning an answer

Chapter 2 Lord Liverpool and the Tories, 1812–30

How serious was the radical challenge 1812–22 and how well did Liverpool’s Government deal with it?

Why did the Government introduce the Corn Law of 1815 and what was its significance?

What was ‘liberal Toryism’ and how much did the policies of Liverpool’s Government change after 1819?

What was the importance of the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts and Roman Catholic Emancipation in causing a ‘constitutional revolution’, 1828–30?

How extensive was change between 1822 and 1830?

How successful was Liverpool as prime minister compared with his successors, Canning and Wellington?

Historical debate: Was Peel a great liberal Tory reformer or merely defending the status quo?

Study skills: writing an introduction and avoiding irrelevance

Chapter 3 Foreign policy, 1783–1830

How and why did Britain end its diplomatic isolation between 1783 and 1789?

What impact did the French Revolution have on British foreign policy, 1789–93?

How successful was Pitt as a war minister, 1793–1806?

What part did Britain play in the defeat of Napoleon?

How well did Castlereagh’s foreign policy serve the interests of Britain?

How far was Canning’s foreign policy more liberal than that of Castlereagh?

Historical debate: Contrasting views of Castlereagh

Study skills: avoiding descriptive answers, writing analytically, the crucial opening sentence of each paragraph

Chapter 4 Parliamentary reform and the Great Reform Act, 1832

Why did reformers want to reform parliament before 1832?

What characterised early reform movements and why did they fail, 1785–1830?

Why did Whigs and Tories have different attitudes to the reform of parliament, 1783–1830?

Why was there such a demand for reform of parliament, 1828–30?

How important was popular discontent in bringing about parliamentary reform, 1830–32?

What were the aims of the Whigs in introducing parliamentary reform and how far were they met by the Great Reform Act of 1832?

Historical debate: How great was the Whig achievement in passing a reform bill in 1832?

Study skills: writing a conclusion and overall essay writing

Revise, Review, Reflect: British Government in the Age of Revolution, 1783–1832

Enquiry Topic: Peel and the Age of Reform, 1832–1853

Chapter 5 Peel and the Conservative Party, 1832–46

How successful was Peel as party leader, 1834–41?

How effective was Peel as prime minister?

How well did Peel’s Government deal with economic and financial issues, 1841–46?

What was distinctive about the Anti-Corn Law League?

Why did Peel repeal the Corn Laws in 1846?

Study skills: understanding and interpreting sources

Chapter 6 Peel and social reform, 1832–46

What pressure was there to protect children in factories?

How effectively were children protected by legislation, 1833–46?

Why was reform of the Poor Laws thought necessary by 1834?

What impact did the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1834 have on Britain?

How successfully did Peel deal with problems in Ireland?

Study skills: evaluating sources using source content and own knowledge

Chapter 7 Peel and pressure groups

How important were trade unions in this period?

Why were the Tolpuddle Martyrs treated so severely?

Why did Chartism emerge as a political force?

Why did support for Chartism vary?

How effective was the leadership and methods of Chartism?

How far did the attitude and policy of governments lead to the failure of Chartism?

What impact did Chartism have on Britain, 1838–48?

Study skills: using a set of sources with confidence

Revise, Review, Reflect: Peel and the Age of Reform, 1832–53

Acknowledgements

Index


Introduction

This book has been written to support your study of:


•  the British Period Study and Enquiry Unit Y110 and Y140, From Pitt to Peel 1783–1853.



This introduction gives you an overview of:


•  the OCR AS and A Level course

•  how you will be assessed on this unit

•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.



1 The OCR AS and A Level course

This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three Unit Groups and an Independent Investigation. The Unit Groups comprise:


•  British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)

•  Non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)

•  Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).



This book covers one Period Study Topic (British Government in the Age of Revolution, 1783–1832) and one Enquiry Topic (Peel and the Age of Reform, 1832–1853) from Unit Group 1 of the OCR History Specification. You will study both of these for the examination.

From the 1780s to the 1850s Britain and Europe experienced considerable political and economic change. The growth of industry, towns, trade, transport and population in Britain marked a change from what had been an essentially rural society. By the middle of the century more people were living in cities in England, and an industrial working class had been created. British political leaders not only had to cope with these internal changes, but also with the new political ideas that were spread by the American and French Revolutions. From 1793 to 1815 Britain was engaged, with one short interval, in a world war against France. The war brought financial and economic strains. Trade fluctuations meant periods of high unemployment which led to support for some of the radical ideas that were becoming widespread in Britain.

This book deals with the achievements of the dominant political leader after 1784 to his death in 1806 – William Pitt the Younger. Before 1793, his ministry had introduced financial reforms, but there was little support for major political change. The landed classes reinforced by some able middle class leaders dominated politics and few in the country had the right to vote. The book explains in what ways radical groups challenged this dominance and faced often brutal repression. After the wars finally ended in 1815, unrest and repression continued. However, the long ministry of Lord Liverpool 1812–27, saw some changes after 1822 which have been called ‘Liberal Toryism’. The 1830s was also a period of reform as the Whig governments adjusted to a new Britain. Parliament was reformed in 1832 and new policies introduced to deal with the problem of poverty. Both these developments are considered, as is the continuation of change under Sir Robert Peel whose Conservative ministry from 1841 to 1846 passed measures which continued modernisation in terms of banking reform, railway regulation, freer trade and measures to protect young people in factories and in mines.

This book offers an analysis of the emergence of the large-scale political campaigns of this period. There was a campaign to reform parliament and a large-scale middle class movement, the Anti Corn Law League to end the duty on imported corn introduced in 1815. This Corn Law became a symbol: the landowners favoured protection from competition; the urban classes saw it as essential for consumers to have cheap bread. As well as the Corn Law agitation came Chartism, an extensive working class campaign for political rights. The book considers the rise and the failure of this movement. Peel accepted the end of the Corn Laws under pressure from a famine in Ireland, but Chartism achieved none of its political aims at the time and fell away after 1848. Peel’s Conservative Party turned against him for repealing the Corn Laws and he died in 1850 when the country was on its way to experiencing a long period of mid-Victorian prosperity.

The chapters in the book correspond to the Key Topics in the specification, with four chapters for each Period Study and three for each Enquiry.

2 How you will be assessed

A Level

Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the Independent Investigation is marked internally but externally moderated.


•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essay questions, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter-answer question and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations Unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.



For the Topic-Based Essay you will complete a 3,000–4,000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.

AS Level

Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:


•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essay questions, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through an Essay and an Interpretation Question. The Interpretation Question will come from one of two specified Key Topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



Examination questions for Unit Group 1

For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.

There will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Period Study section.

In Section A there will be one set of documents. For the AS Level there will be three sources and two questions. Question (a) will be worth 10 marks and Question (b) will be worth 20 marks. For the A Level there will be four sources and one question, which will be worth 30 marks.

In Section B there will be two essay questions, both worth 20 marks and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different Key Topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one Key Topic.

AS Section A questions on the Enquiry

The first Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:

(a) Use your knowledge of X to assess how useful Source Y is as evidence of Z.

For example:

Use your knowledge of the problems Britain faced in the 1840s to assess how useful Source A is as evidence about how effective Peel’s economic policy was. [10]

In this type of question the key term is ‘useful’ – this requires you to consider the provenance of the source. It will involve you discussing issues such as who wrote it, when and why it was written and whether the tone or language suggests it might be exaggerated.

The second Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:

(b) Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.

For example:

Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Peel repealed the Corn Laws primarily because of problems in Ireland. [20]

This type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’. This requires you to explain how events at the time the sources were written might have influenced the author’s views. You will also have to consider the provenance of the sources and apply own knowledge to the sources to test their reliability as evidence when assessing how far they support the view given in the statement.

A Level Section A questions on the Enquiry

Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for A Level:

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.

For example:

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Chartism failed because of the weaknesses of its leaders. [30]

As with the second question for AS, this type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’ (see above for guidance on this).

Section B questions on the Period Study

For AS and A Level Section B questions on the Period Studies the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of Period Study chapters.

The command terms are important and the key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.



	Command term

	Description

	Example in the book




	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important.

	Page 35




	To what extent/How far do you agree

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.

	Page 34–35




	How far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.

	Page 91




	How successful/how successfully

	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success.

	Page 61





Answering the questions

Both the AS and A Level examination are one and a half hours in length. Section A carries slightly more marks than Section B and therefore, particularly as you will need time to read the sources, it would sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 34–35.

The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance to the examiner, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. Examiners do not have a set view of the answer and they will reward well-argued and supported responses. They will also not deduct marks for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.

What will the examination paper look like?

The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is Y140 and for the A Level Y110. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.

About this book

At the start of each Period Study and the Enquiry covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.

Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.

Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.

Key questions

The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.

Sources

As the Enquiry Topics are source-led those chapters will contain a significant number of sources, often with questions to enable you to develop and practise the skills you will need for the examination. There will also be other visual sources within the book.

Activities

In both the Period Study and Enquiry chapters there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. In the Period Study chapters they will focus on developing analytical skills and making judgements, whereas in the Enquiry chapters they will focus on understanding and evaluating sources.

Historical debates

As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter of the Period Study units has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will these introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 1, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.

Summary of the chapter

At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point summary list of the key points covered which will help with revision.

Study skills

Each chapter has a study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the Period Studies and Enquiries examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities on which you can practise the skills.

Revise, review, reflect

At the end of each study topic there is section which helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.


Gateway to British Government in 1783
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How Britain was ruled in 1783


•  Britain was a monarchy, ruled by the Hanoverian dynasty since 1714. The king was George III (ruled 1760–1820).

•  The king ruled as a constitutional monarch. That meant that he had to choose a government that had enough support in parliament to pass laws and carry on day-to-day government. The king was also bound by the law.

•  The king chose the prime minister who was the head of the ‘ministry’ or government.

•  There was, and is, no written British constitution, just individual laws relating, for instance, to how long parliament should sit and conventions or generally agreed ideas of how it should function.

•  As today, laws were passed by both houses of parliament: the House of Commons, which was elected, and the House of Lords, which in 1783 was made up of hereditary peers and the bishops of the Church of England. Laws also required the king’s approval.
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Parliament


•  Parliament did not meet in the buildings we see today – they date from the 1830s. The House of Commons met in St George’s Chapel, Westminster.

•  Many elements were the same as today. There was a Speaker who acted as chairman. Government ministers faced opposition MPs as today. Laws were passed by similar procedures. The big difference was in voting.

•  MPs were elected either for counties (Kent, Essex etc.) which each sent two MPs to the House of Commons, or for boroughs (urban areas), which also sent two MPs. The county electorates were the landowners. In boroughs the right to vote varied from place to place. Some like Westminster in London had fairly large numbers of people who voted. Others either had small electorates or were virtually the property of influential men who could control the tiny number of voters and ensure that they voted for their chosen candidates (known as pocket boroughs). Pitt was MP for a ‘pocket borough’. Some boroughs had so declined that they were not much more than villages, or in one case, Old Sarum, in Wiltshire, was uninhabited. These were called ‘rotten boroughs’. The total number of voters in the country was probably less than 11,000.

•  The House of Lords had equal weight in passing laws as the Commons and a prime minister could be a member of the Lords. There were no ‘life peers’ so the hereditary aristocracy had a great deal of influence. Many members of the House of Commons had family links to aristocratic families or came under their influence.





[image: ]

[image: ]


Society


•  The key difference between 1783 and today is population size. England and Wales had a population of only about 7.5 million.

•  One million lived in London; the rest lived in the countryside or in small or medium-sized towns. This largely rural society was dominated by the great aristocrats, who owned huge estates, dominated their local areas and held many of the key positions in the state and the armed forces. Landowners also dominated local government.

•  London was a large commercial and cultural centre. Flourishing trade had seen the growth of key ports, including Liverpool and Bristol, which were made wealthy through the slave trade.

•  Industries were well-established and on the verge of a major expansion in the industrial revolution. There were some factories but most industry was still small-scale.

•  The merchants and manufacturers were a well-established part of society and the landed classes were happy to invest in trade, support the expansion of colonies and the development of industry.

•  The middle classes often bought land and there was a social mobility not common in other parts of Europe.
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What was Britain like in 1783?
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Political parties


•  There were no parties in the modern sense, with local organisations and distinct political programmes and policies.

•  In the late seventeenth century two groups had emerged. Each was given a nickname by their opponents. The Tories, who favoured the king, were named after Irish bandits; the Whigs, named after poor Scottish farmers, favoured controlling the power of the crown.

•  The dominant party for most of the mid-eighteenth century were the Whigs. They were not a modern political party but loose groupings in parliament around influential aristocrats like the Marquess of Rockingham, who wanted to restrict the power of the crown. George III (1760–1820) had to accept Whig prime ministers because they had majorities in the House of Commons.
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Britain and the world


•  Britain had established important overseas possessions. In key wars earlier in the century Britain had defeated France to establish control over much of India and America. It had a powerful royal navy and its extensive merchant shipping made it the world’s greatest trading power.

•  In 1776 the British colonists in North America had begun a rebellion. It ended, with French help, in the defeat of Britain in 1783 and the independence of the thirteen colonies on the Atlantic seaboard, which became the United States of America. However, Britain still held Canada.

•  France was considered the main national enemy.

•  Britain had taken part in major international conflicts since the late eighteenth century, but its army was considerably smaller than those of other great European states.

•  Its naval power, empire and commercial wealth were its main assets and gave it international influence.





[image: ]

[image: ]


Religion


•  Britain was a strongly Protestant country. Its main Catholic population was in Ireland, but it was tightly controlled by a dominant Protestant ruling class.

•  Catholics could not be Members of Parliament and there could not be a Catholic monarch.

•  The official religion was that of the Church of England, but there were other Protestant religious groups. These churches – Baptists, Quakers, Unitarians and Methodists (who had grown in the earlier eighteenth century under their founder John Wesley) – were known as ‘dissenters’ or nonconformists.

•  Nonconformists could not agree with the theology of the official church and were excluded from taking official positions or attending the universities of Oxford or Cambridge, which required an oath of loyalty to the Church of England. Instead many found an outlet in business and some of the great names in trade and industry were dissenters.
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