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Introduction

This book has been written to support your study of:


•  the British Period Study and Enquiry Unit Y105 and Y135, England 1445–1509: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII.



This introduction gives you an overview of:


•  the OCR AS and A Level course

•  how you will be assessed on this unit

•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.



1 The OCR AS and A Level course

This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three Unit Groups and a Topic-based Essay. The Unit Groups comprise:


•  British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)

•  Non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)

•  Thematic Study and historical interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).



This book covers one Period Study Topic (Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII) and one Enquiry Topic (Wars of the Roses 1445–1461) from Unit Group 1 of the OCR History specification. You will study both of these for the examination.

This period saw royal authority collapse under the weak king, Henry VI. Eventually civil war ensued in which nobles fought against each other either for the crown or to control it. The fighting was not constant and there were periods of relative peace and stability during the two reigns of Edward IV. However, even his rule broke down when the Earl of Warwick gave his support to Henry VI and his wife Margaret of Anjou in the hope of being able to control a restored weak king. The death of Edward IV brought about further instability as his brother Richard, Duke of Gloucester, seized the throne from Edward’s children. However, he was unpopular, and the disappearance of the princes only added to his black reputation so that Henry Tudor, despite his weak claim to the throne, was able to defeat him at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. Henry was able to overcome challenges to his rule and by reducing the power of the nobility, improving the crown’s financial position and creating alliances abroad established the Tudor dynasty.

The chapters in the book correspond to the Key Topics in the specification, with four chapters for the Period Study and three for the Enquiry.

2 How you will be assessed

A Level

Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the Topic-based Essay is marked internally but externally moderated.


•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter answer essay and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations Unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.



For the topic-based essay you will complete a 3,000–4,000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.

AS Level

Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:


•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.

•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through an essay and an interpretation question. The interpretation question will come from one of two specified Key Topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



Examination questions for Unit Group 1

For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.

There will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Period Study section.

In Section A there will be one set of documents. For the AS there will be three sources and two questions. Question (a) will be worth 10 marks and Question (b) will be worth 20 marks. For the A Level there will be four sources and one question, which will be worth 30 marks.

In Section B there will be two essay questions, both worth 20 marks, and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different Key Topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one Key Topic.

AS Section A questions on the Enquiry

The first Section A question on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:

(a) Use your knowledge of X to assess how useful Source Y is as evidence of Z.

For example:

Use your knowledge of government in England in 1450 to assess how useful Source A is as evidence for the causes of bad government. [10]

In this type of question the key term is ‘useful’ – this requires you to consider the provenance of the source. It will involve you discussing issues such as who wrote it, when and why it was written, and whether the tone or language suggests it might be exaggerated.

The second Section A question on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:

(b) Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.

For example:

Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Henry VI was responsible for his own downfall. [20]

This type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’. This requires you to explain how events at the time the sources were written might have influenced the author’s views. You will also have to consider the provenance of the sources and apply own knowledge to the sources to test their reliability as evidence when assessing how far they support the view given in the statement.

A Level Section A questions on the Enquiry

Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for A Level:

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.

For example:

Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Henry VI was responsible for his own downfall. [30]

As with the second question for AS, this type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’ (see above for guidance on this).

Section B questions on the Period Study

For AS and A Level Section B questions on the Period Studies the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of Period Study chapters. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.



	Command term
	Description
	Example in the book



	Assess
	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important.
	Page 102



	To what extent
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.
	Page 37



	How far
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.
	Page 11



	How successful
	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success.
	Page 128




Answering the questions

Both the AS and A Level examinations are one and a half hours in length. Section A carries slightly more marks than Section B and therefore, particularly as you will need time to read the sources, it would be sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 102 and 169.

The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance to the examiner, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. Examiners do not have a set view of the answer and they will reward well-argued and supported responses. They will also not deduct marks for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.

What will the examination paper look like?

The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is Y135 and for the A Level Y105. It will tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.

About this book

At the start of this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.

Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.

Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.

Key questions

The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.

Key terms

The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used and defined in the glossary on page 177.

Sources

As the Enquiry Topics are source-led, those chapters will contain a significant number of sources, often with questions to enable you to develop and practise the skills you will need for the examination. There will also be other visual sources within the book.

Activities

In both the Period Study and Enquiry chapters there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. In the Period Study chapters they will focus on developing analytical skills and making judgements, whereas in the Enquiry chapters they will focus on understanding and evaluating sources.

Historical debates

As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter of the Period Study units has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 1, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.

Summary of the chapter

At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered which will help with revision.

Study skills

Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the Period Studies and Enquiries examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.

Revise, review, reflect

At the end of each study topic there is a section which helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.
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The ‘Gateway’ below introduces some of the key issues that you will encounter in the early part of this book. The
aim of the ‘Gateway’ is to provide you with a basic understanding of these issues so that when you first come
across them you will have some background knowledge from which to develop your understanding.
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® Henry VI pursued a policy of peace, which
although realistic was not popular.

The legacy of Henry V

® Henry was only 34 when
he died while in France on
campaign.

® Henry V is generally
remembered as one of
England’s most successful
monarchs, bringing peace and
stability to England through
strong rule and success on the
battlefield in France.

® His legacy and reputation
would make it hard for the
next ruler to live up to.

@ The memory of Henry V

meant most in England were

loyal to his son but his legacy

was not entirely positive.

Government

® Government meant the personal rule of the
king. This created problems if the king was
weak.

® The king sought advice from his council,
which was made up of great nobles, judges
and churchmen.

® The nobles considered they were the
king's natural advisers and resented being
excluded from the council and from being
able to give advice.

® The royal household was at the centre of the
court and its role was to feed, clothe, entertain
and exhibit the king, Members of the household
also had access to the king and could therefore
influence the king and his policy.

® Parliament was made up of the Lords and
Commons. It was a royal institution and its
purpose was to assist in implementing, not
making, policy.

® The king could summon, prorogue and
dissolve parliament when he wished. It
was usually summoned because the king

needed money, particularly in times of war.

The nobility

® There was resentment from
nobles who were not rewarded
with offices and titles during
the minority and once Henry
himself ruled after 1437.

@ The King relied on the nobility
for the maintenance of law
and order in the localities.

@ The nobles’ source of power
was land.

@ The nobles were expected to
provide soldiers for the king,
but it also meant that they
kept retainers and thus had
their own private armies which
they could use to fight against
one another.

® The nobility was particularly

important in maintaining law

and order and implementing
the king's will in the more
remote areas of the kingdom.

The Church

@ The Middle Ages had seen a struggle
in much of Europe between the king
and Pope for control of the Church.

® By the fifteenth century the king of
England had won the struggle for
control. He could use the Statute
of Provisors to prevent the Pope
appointing who he wanted, or the
Statute of Praemunire to prevent
people appealing to the Pope.

® Kings could choose bishops, and it
was understood that the Pope would

not oppose the king's choice.





