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Introduction

This student book gives you the chance to practise all the skills you will need for the new Eduqas GCSE in English Language. For the new GCSE you will need to take two exams, called Component One and Component Two.

The exams


•  Component One is also called 20th Century Literature Reading and Creative Prose Writing. For this you will need to answer questions about an extract (of about 60–100 lines) of literature from the 20th century and also complete a creative writing task from a selection of four titles. This exam lasts for one hour and 45 minutes.

•  Component Two is also called 19th and 21st Century Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional/Persuasive Writing. In this exam you will need to answer questions about two extracts, totalling about 900–1200 words, of high quality non-fiction writing from the 19th and 21st centuries. You will also need to complete two transactional/persuasive writing tasks. This exam lasts for two hours.



This book takes you through every one of the skills that are being assessed in this GCSE and shows you how to improve and become more confident in using them so that you can do as well as possible in the exams. There are lots of interesting and exciting texts to read and tips to follow, as well as easy to follow stages in each section so that you can become exam ready.

There are some challenges to meet as you work through the skills tested in these exams. For instance you will need to use Subject terminology when talking about language use (AO2) and this is introduced through a series of activities that focus on appropriate use of terms in helpful, developmental stages.

Please remember

None of the activities in this book are actual exam questions but they all focus on the skills assessed in the two components of the Eduqas English Language exams. None of the approaches suggested in this book, such as Point, Evidence, Explanation are recommended by Eduqas as the only way of setting about particular tasks but are offered here as various ways to help you meet the demands of the examinations.

As well as learning how to complete the various tasks in the exams you will also be encouraged to mark your own work and sample answers so that you can see what is needed for success. The Marking grids used for the activities are not meant to represent the full sets of marking criteria available in the Sample Assessment Materials from Eduqas but are there to give you the chance to assess your own work against the skills required under each AO.
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Unit 1

Extracting key information
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OBJECTIVES


•  To recognise questions asking for specific information

•  To work systematically through a text, selecting relevant information

•  To present the extracted information appropriately
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How confident are you in these skills already?

I recognise questions that ask for specific information.

I use key words to guide me to the correct information.

I can quickly find and identify a key piece of information in a text.

I can write these in a clear answer.
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When you are presented with unseen material in Component Two you will firstly need to read through the text and get a clear overview of what it is about. Your teacher may suggest ways to tackle unfamiliar texts and approaches you may like to take.

When you have a good understanding of the text, consider the first question. This will often ask you to extract specific key information in order to show your understanding of what you have read. There will be precise, ‘correct’ answers that the examiner will be looking for. These might be signified by command words such as: list, find, identify, write, name.



[image: ]

Get going

Step 1 Work on your skills
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ACTIVITY 1: WINTER SPORTS

Read the following extract, taken from Winter sports around the UK (from The Guardian newspaper/website).
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Winter sports around the UK

From snowboarding to snow walking, we find the best wintertime activities around the British isles.

Curling

If you’re not comfortable in skates, try curling – often described as ‘bowls on ice’. The ice in most arenas is too sticky for the smooth glide required in curling, so the sport requires dedicated rinks. Fenton’s in Tunbridge Wells is the UK’s only one. From £20 a person for 2 hours, including equipment and instruction.

In Scotland, the home of curling, the North West Castle in Stranraer is the first hotel in the world with its own indoor curling rink.

Skiing

Indoor lessons are a great way to get started and are much cheaper than flying to the Alps. Chill Factore, just a few miles outside Manchester, has the UK’s longest indoor real snow slope. There is a range of courses with introductory freestyle lessons from £35 (discounts for juniors/seniors). They also provide adaptive skiing for individuals with any disability including physical, sensory and learning difficulties.
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And now read the questions.

You may encounter individual questions like the ones below. They require you to find exact and specific pieces of information. It is worth noting how many marks each is worth (in brackets) as this will guide you to the number of points to make.


a. Why are most arenas not suitable for curling?

[1]

b. What is special about the North West Castle in Stranraer?

[1]

c. What are the benefits of indoor skiing lessons, according to the article?

[2]

d. Where is the UK’s longest indoor real snow slope?

[1]
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Top tips

Before looking for the answer, note what each question asks you to focus on. Identify what you think is a key word or phrase in each question. For example, in the first question it seems sensible to look for ‘arenas’ and ‘curling’. You can then use your scanning skills to locate these words or phrases in the text. Read around the phrase to find the relevant answer. Remember to be precise in the information you select.
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Step 2 Practise your skills
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ACTIVITY 2: QUESTIONS

Now, have a go at answering questions a–d.
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Self-assessment

Check your answers – award 1 mark for each answer. Look for precise information. Also consider how long this took you. By the time you sit the exam, you need to be able to find these answers in a few minutes.


a.  The ice in most arenas is too sticky for the smooth glide required.

[1]

b.  It is the first hotel in the world with its own indoor curling rink.

[1]

c.  It is a great way to get started and it is much cheaper than flying to the Alps.

[2]

d.  Chill Factore.

[1]
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Top tips

Sometimes questions only ask you to look at a paragraph, column or page. Looking outside this section will lose you marks.
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ACTIVITY 3: IN REVERSE

Now let’s try this in reverse! Read the first part of the following article.
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BRITISH TEENAGER BREAKS SOUTH POLE WORLD RECORD
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After a 48 day, 702 mile journey from the Antarctic Coast to the South Pole, 16-year-old Lewis Clarke, from Bristol, arrived at the South Pole at 3pm local time (6pm GMT) on Saturday 18 January 2014, setting a new World Record for the youngest person ever to do it (the current world record holder is an 18 year old Canadian).

Teenager Lewis Clarke set out on his epic expedition from Hercules Inlet on the Antarctic coast on 2 December 2013, just two weeks after his 16th birthday. After 48 gruelling days travelling across one of the most inhospitable environments on earth, in temperatures as low as minus 40 and gale force winds of up to 60 mph, Lewis has become the youngest person in the world to ski the full 702 miles from coast to Pole, on the well established Hercules Inlet route.

Lewis was guided by experienced polar guide, Carl Alvey. They travelled on skis, pulling all their own supplies, but received three re-supplies during the expedition. There have been many ups and downs, from white outs and blizzards to Lewis breaking a ski. They had only one full day off (on Christmas Day) during the 48 day expedition. They usually skied around 8 or 9 hours a day, covering roughly 18 miles daily. Their last day, Saturday 18 January, was a very tough one, with the lowest temperatures of the whole trip (around −50°C including windchill).
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These were a student’s responses to some questions set on the article. Can you use your scanning skills to find the answers in the article and work out what the questions were?


a. Lewis began his journey at Hercules Inlet.

b. 2 December 2013

c. 702 miles

d. 18 January 2014

e. Three

f. Christmas Day

g. Lewis is 16 years old

h. –50 °C.



Your teacher will provide some suggested questions that you can compare with your own.
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Top tips

Remember:


•  Get a clear understanding of the text by reading through first.

•  Highlight the key information you are asked to locate in the question.

•  Use the question’s key information to scan and highlight the answers in the text.

•  Be precise: check that you answer the question.

•  Remember to look at the number of marks each question is worth to guide you as to the number of points you need to make.
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Step 3 Challenge yourself
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As an alternative to questions that require you to extract single pieces of specific information, you may be asked one longer question that requires you to ‘list’.
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Top tips

If asked to ‘list’, think of a shopping list and just put your answers down, one underneath the other. You may use bullet points in a ‘list’ question.
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ACTIVITY 4: ANTARCTIC ADVENTURE

Read the first part of the newspaper article ‘Antarctic Adventure’ opposite. List five of the problems the men faced on their expedition.

[5]
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Top tips

Remember to track through and highlight your answers.

Take approximately 8 minutes to write your highlighted points into a list.
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Antarctic Adventure

Ben Fogle tells David Harrison of a terrifying journey
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It was the moment when Ben Fogle thought he was going to die. The television presenter and his fellow adventurers, James Cracknell and Ed Coats, were deep into their gruelling expedition to the South Pole when they realised they had strayed on to a giant crevasse. This was a huge crack in the ice, hidden from view by a thin cover of snow and ice.

‘We were walking,’ Fogle said, ‘when suddenly I heard a loud boom, then another one. I realised it was the sound of snow falling into a crevasse.’

‘We had been told that there were no crevasses on our route but I could feel the snow shifting beneath me. Crevasses can be a mile deep and I was terrified that I would be dragged down. I thought, “I could die here”. My mouth went dry and I started to panic.’

Fortunately, Fogle, 35, and his colleagues managed to calm themselves enough to navigate out of danger.

The team was one of a number competing in a race to the South Pole. They eventually finished second behind two Norwegians.

‘I’m just delighted to have finished,’ he said. ‘I knew it would be tough but I had no idea it would take such a toll on our bodies.’

He added: ‘It’s the hardest thing I’ve ever done. It started with frostbite, then I burnt my lips, got blisters on my feet and had a bit of hypothermia. It all just starts to get on top of you. There were many days when I thought we were not going to finish the race.’

Fogle has frostbite on his nose. ‘I was worried I might lose my nose,’ he said. ‘For the last 43 miles I put a hand-warmer on it and wrapped it in a bandage to try and keep it warm.’ Doctors at the Antarctic base have told him the frostbite will clear up in a couple of months.

The British team all suffered from blisters. Cracknell, 36, the former Olympic rowing champion, had frostbite on his fingers and pneumonia, and both he and Coats, 28, a Bristol doctor, suffered chest infections.

Bitterly cold winds pushed the temperature as low as –50 °C at times and whipped the snow up to create a ‘white-out’. Some days brought bright blue skies and lifted the temperatures to –15 °C. Throughout their expedition across the vast, hostile landscape they saw no sign of wildlife.

‘Not even a single bird,’ said Fogle. ‘That tells you how hostile the landscape was.’ The trio skied for around 16 hours a day, slept for just four hours, and spent the rest of the day eating and preparing for the next stage of the race.
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ACTIVITY 5: KEY POINTS

If the word ‘list’ is not used in the question, you should write a paragraph picking out the key points that would answer the question. Think of it in the same way, but write your answer as a paragraph.

The following words/phrases might help you structure your answer:


•  Also …

•  In addition …

•  Another way they got through was …

•  The text also states …

•  Finally …



Try rewriting your last list answer as a paragraph using some of these connectives.
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Assess your progress. Did you:


•  find at least five separate points by working through the extract, highlighting answers?

•  methodically list the evidence in the same order it appears in the text?

•  complete it in the time allowed?
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Next steps…


1  Using a range of texts such as extracts from novels, leaflets, advertisements and brochures, practise this type of question. Use 19th century non-fiction texts too.

2  Practise answering questions under timed conditions so you will be able to work under pressurised conditions when you finally sit your exam.

3  Make sure you work through the whole of the extract. Be methodical. Use the number of marks a question is worth as a guide to the number of points to make.
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BE EXAM READY
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OBJECTIVES


•  To practise answering a question

•  To mark my own response using a mark scheme

•  To assess sample answers to the question
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How confident are you in these skills already?

I can use a mark scheme to assess my own work.

I can use a mark scheme to assess other students’ work and suggest improvements.
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We have now looked at questions that require you to look for:


•  one specific piece of information

•  several pieces of information (and list or write them into a paragraph).



Now you will have the chance to look at sample answers and mark your own responses.
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QUESTION 1

Read the newspaper article, ‘The Wonderful Games’.

List ten events in which British competitors won gold medals in the London Olympics, according to the newspaper article.
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THE WONDERFUL GAMES
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The London Olympics of 2012 have been described as the most spectacular sporting occasion that Britain has ever staged. Who will ever forget that amazing Saturday night when, with an estimated television audience of seventeen million, Britain won three gold medals? Jessica Ennis won the heptathlon and Mo Farrah won the 10,000 metres, the first of his two gold medals. Then, most unexpected of all, Greg Rutherford won the long jump.

The real excitement for British spectators started on 1st August when Helen Glover and Heather Stanning won a gold medal in the female rowing pairs. On the same day Bradley Wiggins, who a week earlier had won the Tour de France, won the individual time trial for cycling, the first of seven cycling events in which Britons won gold medals. Sir Chris Hoy thrilled spectators in the Velodrome, and those watching on television, as he won gold medals for the cycling team sprint and individual cycling sprint. Two days later came one of the most popular victories of all as Kath Grainger, along with her partner Anna Watkins, won gold in another rowing event, the double sculls. Kath had three silver medals already but at thirty-six this was almost certainly her last chance to win that all important gold. Sir Steve Redgrave, proud winner of five rowing gold medals in previous Olympics, called it his single favourite moment of the whole games.

Almost every day there was another gold medal to celebrate. There were five British medals for boxing, three of them gold, including one for Nicola Adams, the girl from Leeds who fought so hard to win the first ever gold medal for women’s boxing. Of course there was more to admire than just British success. The Jamaican athlete, Usain Bolt, thrilled the sporting world with his sprint double in the 100 metres and the 200 metres, and Kirani James in the 400 metres won Grenada’s first ever gold medal.

The most demanding of all the athletic events, the triathlon, had a gripping ending as two brothers from England battled for first place. In the end it was older brother Alistair Brownlee who triumphed with the gold medal and younger brother Jonathan who took the bronze medal. Another unforgettable moment was when Jade Jones, the teenager from Wales, took off her helmet and treated us all to her golden smile of sheer delight as she realised she was the first Briton to win an Olympic taekwondo gold medal.
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Did you highlight the question to focus on exactly what you were looking for?

Did you track through the extract chronologically and methodically, highlighting the answers?

Did you write 10 answers, one under the other in a list?
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Self-assessment

Check your answers below (1 mark per answer):


•  heptathlon

•  10,000 metres

•  long jump

•  female rowing pairs

•  cycling individual time trial

•  cycling team sprint

•  individual cycling sprint

•  double sculls

•  women’s boxing

•  triathlon

•  taekwondo



You must precisely select the correct phrase. There may be more possible answers than marks, as in this case.
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Comparing sample answers

What feedback would you give to the following students?

Think about:


•  the amount of information given

•  the accuracy of the points

•  whether the points are in the same order as you find them in the text.
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Answer A

100 metres

400 metres

Mo Farrah won two medals.
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Answer B

Sports were:


•  taekwondo

•  boxing

•  sprinting

•  the triathlon

•  cycling
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Answer C

Ten events in which British competitors won gold medals were:


•  heptathlon

•  10,000 metres

•  long jump

•  female rowing pairs

•  cycling (individual time trial, team and individual sprint)

•  double sculls

•  boxing

•  triathlon

•  taekwondo
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Now you have completed the section, do you think your confidence has increased?

I am confident in my ability to recognise a question that asks me to extract key information.

I can confidently use a question’s key words to guide me to the correct information.

I understand how to track and highlight key pieces of information in a text.

I can use various strategies to enable me to plan my answer.
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