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INTRODUCTION

Who Is the Holy Spirit?
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I have still many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them or to take them upon you or to grasp them now. But when He, the Spirit of Truth (the Truth-giving Spirit) comes, He will guide you into all the Truth (the whole, full Truth). For He will not speak His own message [on His own authority]; but He will tell whatever He hears [from the Father; He will give the message that has been given to Him], and He will announce and declare to you the things that are to come [that will happen in the future].

—JOHN 16:12–13


 

The news media has tried repeatedly to cast a negative light on my ministry because I teach people that God wants them to prosper. As a result, some people think my success in ministry has come from some type of gimmick or wrongdoing. Some preachers have called me one of the “name-it-and-claim-it preachers.” Those who speak negatively about me have chosen to believe that I had to do something wrong in order to achieve the success of World Changers Church International and Creflo Dollar Ministries.

However, the truth is, I can’t give myself the credit for my success—all the credit belongs to God. I simply follow the leadership of the Holy Spirit in all that I do. The Holy Spirit has always led me to success, not just financially but in every arena of life. Words cannot express how much I appreciate having Him as my guide. Sometimes I become so overwhelmed with gratefulness that I have to stop at the side of the road and, right there in my car, give Him praise and thanksgiving. He deserves all the credit for every successful endeavor in my life.

For instance, He helped rescue me from death’s grip in a horrible car accident in 2000; He helped our church purchase a $17 million World Dome debt free; He led me to my beautiful wife, Taffi, my spiritual father, Kenneth Copeland, and other great men and women in the body of Christ, and so much more! And God is not through with me yet! This is only the beginning!

I believe I am well qualified to teach on the subject of the Holy Spirit. I have not always followed His leading perfectly, but He has always gotten me to where I needed to be each time I have yielded to Him. The things He has led me to do don’t always make sense to other people, but His leading always agrees with God’s will. He has always led me to truth, and He continues to give me new revelations as I continue to grow in ministry.

Some people think the Holy Spirit is spooky or a feeling. If you are one of those people, allow me to introduce you to Him. You will find that there is nothing spooky about the Holy Spirit. As a matter of fact, I don’t see how a Christian can be effective in life without Him. I call Him my unseen partner, and if you are a born-again Christian, He is also your unseen partner. The day you accepted Jesus as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit came to dwell inside your re-created spirit. Yes, He’s in there! And He wants you to acknowledge His presence (John 14:16–17).

The subject of the Holy Spirit is one of the most misunderstood and misinterpreted subjects among Christians and non-Christians. Many people are afraid to hear sermons about the Holy Spirit because of incorrect teachings and doctrines. The topic of speaking in tongues and the gifts of the Spirit are often shunned with fear. However, there is nothing fearful about Him. He doesn’t seek to harm us but to comfort and guide us. He desires to work through us so that we can experience the power that God ordained every Christian to have and use in these last days.


The subject of the Holy Spirit is one of the most misunderstood and misinterpreted subjects among Christians and non-Christians.



Gaining an understanding of who the Holy Spirit is, and who He isn’t, is critical to experiencing His presence and power. The Holy Spirit is not a feeling or an emotion. Although His presence can stir up holy emotions within you, He is actually the third person of the Trinity—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. As I mentioned earlier, your re-created spirit is His dwelling place. As you learn to yield to Him, you will find yourself working out God’s plan for your life. In addition, you will experience supernatural power and breakthrough like never before.

Jesus explains the function of the Holy Spirit in John 16:7, “Nevertheless I tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.” Jesus knew He would have to leave in order for the Holy Spirit to come to the earth. Now that the Holy Spirit is here, and dwelling in every born-again Believer, the power of God can flow to an even greater extent than when Jesus walked the earth!

The Holy Spirit is the motivator, energizer, and operator of every revealed plan or vision from God. He is the Spirit of Truth and has been sent to reveal the mind of God to Believers (John 16:12–13). He has come to reveal wisdom, knowledge, abilities, and mysteries to us to show us our significance, value, and power. He is also the revealer of the hidden treasures of the kingdom of God and holds the key to the inheritance of the saints. He wants to reveal our God-nature to us and cause us to live on a higher level than we are living right now. He is the most valuable asset to Christian living, and yet many times Believers don’t know enough about Him to really take advantage of what He can do in their lives.


The Holy Spirit is the motivator, energizer, and operator of every revealed plan or vision from God.




Since we are living in the last days, it is imperative that we know how to distinguish the Holy Spirit’s voice. The hunches (or inner nudges) we receive that either direct us or warn us are the promptings from the Holy Spirit. We can develop a discernment of His voice through the study and meditation of the Word of God. He will never say anything to us that doesn’t line up with the written Word, so studying the Bible is essential to recognizing His voice. Praying in tongues also helps to sharpen our spiritual discernment and awareness of Him. It may take some time to become proficient in recognizing His voice, but as you develop, pay attention to whether or not you have peace in your spirit about something you are about to do. If you don’t have peace, most likely the Holy Spirit is warning you not to proceed.

When you acknowledge the Holy Spirit and commune with Him on a daily basis, He will show you mysteries and the secret plans of God for your life. Jeremiah 33:3 says, “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not” (KJV). He will guide you into your destiny when you allow Him to direct your decisions.

You can cultivate your relationship with the Holy Spirit by praising God, praying, and singing spiritual songs (Ephesians 5:19). Doing these things helps you become more sensitive to His presence. He wants to be acknowledged, and He wants to talk to you. When you call on the Holy Spirit, you may say, “Holy Spirit, I don’t know what to do in this situation, but I know you know the answer. Show me what to do.” Spend some time praying in the Spirit and then wait on Him until you hear Him speak to you. When you call, He will answer.

Since the Holy Spirit was sent to help guide and direct your life, it is important that you set aside time every day to fellowship with Him. Talk with Him as you would a close friend or family member. Talk to Him about your concerns and about the Scriptures. He will give you the revelation, insight, and enlightenment you need to fulfill God’s plan for your life.

Developing a relationship with the Holy Spirit is like developing a relationship with a close friend. He is just as real as the friends you can see. Like all relationships, your relationship with the Holy Spirit will require quality time. You may need to get up earlier in the morning to pray. When you begin to have a relationship with the Holy Spirit, the rewards far outweigh any inconveniences.


Developing a relationship with the Holy Spirit is like developing a relationship with a close friend.



The Holy Spirit and Your Finances

Most of us are cautious about any advice we receive concerning our finances. We like to feel we are in total control where our finances are concerned. However, when we allow the Holy Spirit to speak to us about our finances, He will lead us to real profit. He will help us avoid the financial pitfalls that plague most people living according to the dictates of society. The Holy Spirit gives us supernatural wisdom to manage our money wisely on a day-to-day basis.

In order to hear His directions, we must change our thinking and make sure it agrees with the Word of God. When the Holy Spirit speaks, He agrees with the Word of God. He gives us peace in our spirits, which is how we recognize His voice from all the other voices we hear within.

How to Use This Book

As someone who has received many questions about finances, I felt it was time to write a book that addresses the financial issues people face on a daily basis. As a pastor, I want people to understand that God has a plan for their finances. The Holy Spirit is a very present help in our time of need. He helps us whenever we need guidance. The one thing we have to learn to do is yield to Him. I understand that being led by the Holy Spirit is not always as easy as it sounds. However, when we follow His leading, He will lead us to great success.

This book is not to be read for entertainment. It should be used as a tool to help you yield to the Holy Spirit when it comes to making wise financial decisions. At the end of each chapter, there are discussion questions that will allow you to write whatever the Holy Spirit places on your heart. This may be the most powerful journey you will ever take! So grab a pen and, if needed, a journal for extra writing space, and get ready to be changed forever!
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