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Trinidad and Tobago / Queen's Park Swizzle







INTRODUCTION


For countless budding globetrotters, especially those born before the digital age, their first glimpses of a wider world came from perusing the pages of an atlas. Throughout the centuries, these impressive collections of maps and charts—named for the mythological Greek Titan who was condemned to hold up the heavens for eternity—have been absorbed with wonder, sparking love affairs with geography and allowing bookworms to savor exotic tales of distant lands and legendary creatures from the safety of their favorite reading perches. And while the classic world atlas—like a research trip to the library—may be somewhat of a relic, the format lives on in numerous recent works that ingeniously use the atlas template to navigate any number of topics, from anatomy and ghosts to comic books and Star Wars.

As an atlas-obsessed kid myself, I spent entire days memorizing the names of far-off jungles and mountain ranges, following the paths of sinuous rivers and trade routes, tracing centuries of fluctuating geopolitical boundaries, and dreaming of the day when I’d be able to take in all of it firsthand. And while my travel bucket list is continually expanding, I’ve been fortunate enough to do a fair amount of journeying in the past two decades, immersing myself in surreal landscapes and far-flung cultures from the High Arctic to Kathmandu.

Wherever I’ve been, one consistent rule seems to be that if you’re looking to discover a slice of a place’s true soul, it’s best to head to wherever locals gather for refreshment, whether in the form of a bustling pub or café, a colorful seaside shack, or a tranquil trailside hut. Sampling dishes and spirits particular to a region, served by the people who grew up with, and in some cases even cultivated, them can offer unparalleled insight into a community’s history, values, and traditions, if you choose to fully open your ears—and taste buds. And it’s nearly impossible to beat the kind of camaraderie that occurs while sharing a tasty, locally inspired beverage (or three).

Combining my more than fifteen years of experience in the spirits industry and my lifelong love of travel, geography, and always finding the best seat at the bar, I humbly offer this small contribution to the atlas catalogue, a world tour of my favorite drink recipes inspired by countries spanning six continents, and an exploration of the cultures and ingredients that have shaped them. Imbibe like a suave Viking with a Gimlet variation using Brennivín—or Icelandic schnapps—from that country’s poshest bar. Planning a trip to Trinidad and Tobago? Get in the mood with a tropically inspired, rum-forward Queen’s Park Swizzle. Or taste history in a glass with well-traveled libations like the Suffering Bastard, a gingery, fizzy thirst quencher that features ingredients from the United States and United Kingdom, was created in Egypt, and has been cited as a contributing factor to the victory of the Allied Forces in World War II. This book contains some of the most highly regarded and oldest classic cocktails, interesting takes on international standbys like the Negroni and the Caipirinha, pioneering concoctions from globally recognized watering holes and innovative bartenders like Uganda’s Fred Kubasu and Sweden’s Maria Hallhagen, as well as a few dozen of my own creations. For places like the Middle East and parts of Africa where alcohol is scarce or even prohibited, I’ve attempted to incorporate popular regional flavors as authentically as possible—backed by a boozy kick, of course. With 195 countries and dozens of unique national spirits represented—as well as several lovingly detailed maps for all the cartophiles out there—even the most seasoned booze traveler should expect a few welcome surprises and an arsenal of fun facts to utterly dominate the bar trivia scene.

Atlas readers, according to famed sixteenth-century cartographer Gerardus Mercator, “shall straight away behold the special gifts and peculiar excellence of every country.” And as you, intrepid reader of The Cocktail Atlas, will discover, the best gifts are often of the liquid variety!
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