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Foreword


Greetings at last, loyal reader. My sincerest apologies for having abandoned you for SO LONG with Ned’s life and VERY SOUL hanging in the balance. But the translation, restoration, and editing of a Quest Kids tale is not a thing I take lightly. It must be done right.

Though, every so often, I am FORCED to cut Ned’s story down to appease modern audiences. In fact, a whole chapter was STRICKEN from our last book due to a five-page section concerning a TAXIDERMIED PARROT. To which my publisher informed me that that’s just “way too much dead-parrot talk.” I agreed but have since found a NEW WAY to reuse this edited material in the form of a PROLOGUE for this volume.

I hope you will find it a HELPFUL RECOUNTING of a moment with Ned BEFORE all of the loss and sacrifice. And I pledge to provide you this latest installment of Quest Kids with as few interruptions as possible. For I owe it to Ned to be as faithful as I can to what might very well be the FINAL tale of our brave heroes.
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J.B. LÜCASTOOTHÉ, curator 
of the QUEST KIDS manuscripts
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So my friends don’t really like me right now. Forcing them to leave the fun and sun of Contentment Island for the doom and gloom of the Forsaken Lands isn’t making me their FAVORiTE Quest Kid. But what am I to do? Doug has his eye on OVERTAKiNG the Seven Kingdoms, and, oh yeah, let's not forget, he’s probably holding my parents hostage too.
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I think my friends will be okay, they just need some space. The only one NOT bothered by me at the moment is our boat captain. Who, by the way, is doing a MUCH BETTER job captaining Grizz’s reclaimed pirate vessel.

So maybe this can be my chance to get to know Pirate Helen a little better. She’s led such an interesting life, and maybe she knows MORE than she’s letting on about Doug or my parents. Or the soul-sucking Amulet and the Cronkle who keeps it. So I swab my way up beside her and see if I can strike up a little CONVERSATiON.
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When I finally finish cleaning up, I make my way toward the bow of the ship. As we close in on the Forsaken Lands, the sky is getting darker and the ocean is getting rougher. The waves chop against the hull and SHAKE my friends from their silence.

Terra sees the WORRY forming in my eyes. She walks up beside me and puts her hand on my shoulder. She says everything is going to be okay. It’ll all work out. I nod and force a smile. And wish she was telling me the truth.
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“If Doug gets his way, his
Dark Prophecy will infect ALL
of the Seven Kingdoms.”

* Where will my jewelry business
and dogs be then? Where
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No matter how
long we have with
our parents, it's

NEVER ENOUGH.

You're still
young, Ned.
And if your
parents ARE
dlive...well, T
just want you
10 have as much
time with them
as possible.

S .Sorry,
think T
Knocked

your parrot
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I get it. But why
DiD you leave dll
of them behind to
help us, anyway?
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only just met us.
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I 'spose
there's a
little more
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