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Detail of In Memoriam, a photographic memorial exhibition at the National September 11 Memorial & Museum. The exhibition honors the 2,977 individuals killed as a result of the terrorist attacks of 9/11 at the World Trade Center, the Pentagon and in Shanksville. It also honors the six individuals killed in the terrorist bombing of the World Trade Center on Feb. 26, 1993.
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Dedicated to the heroic first responders, search and rescue volunteers, FEMA personnel, ground zero workers, survivors, and victims of the September 11 attacks.
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Pages ii–iii: Close-up of the bronze parapets edging the memorial pools at the National 9/11 Memorial & Museum in New York, inscribed with the names of the 2,983 people who were killed in the 2001 and 1993 terrorist attacks; Firefighters amid the smoking rubble of the World Trade Center, Sept. 11, 2001; pages viii–ix: The top of the Freedom Tower in downtown New York breaks through the clouds, April 21, 2015.
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FOREWORD

When New York Came Back to Life

By ROBERT DE NIRO

I think those of us who lived and worked in downtown New York in 2001 felt the impact of the attacks on the World Trade Center most directly. You still can feel it today. Ground Zero is our neighborhood, so we were surrounded by devastation in the wake of 9/11.

That day I was in a meeting and about to head to the airport for a flight to Los Angeles when my son Raphael called me to say that a plane had hit the World Trade Center. I immediately went home.

From my apartment I could see the towers, about nine blocks away. I watched with binoculars as the flames and smoke rose from the buildings. When the south tower collapsed, the news was on and I had to turn from the window to the TV to confirm what I was seeing with my own eyes; it was surreal. Then the north tower went down. Watching this happen was beyond belief.

I didn’t lose a relative or close friend when the towers fell but after the attacks, whatever I had done, whatever I was striving for, had no meaning; it all just stopped. I think 9/11 affected every New Yorker dramatically in some way.

A disaster brings out the best in people. I think about all those firefighters, policeman and citizens who responded. Many of them died heroically. It was human nature to respond, to want to drop what you are doing and help. When a terrible thing like that happens, people help each other. Whatever our differences, we forget them and join together.

Right after 9/11, Mayor Giuliani was saying that people should go back to living in the city as usual, as much as they could. To do that, we needed to get it started again—we needed to clean up and to go on living in our neighborhood. Giuliani’s message made a lot of sense. We needed to rebuild what we had lost.

It was a difficult time. Downtown was only open to foot traffic, except for recovery operations. You had to show ID to get in. As days and weeks went by, the local businesses were struggling to survive. No one wanted to be downtown.

My business partner, Jane Rosenthal, her husband, Craig Hatkoff, and I started a program called Dinner Downtown, which was about bringing people back to help revive the neighborhoods. People came in on buses to Chinatown, Little Italy, Tribeca, Wall Street, wherever they could. We’d have dinner with them, and the program grew. It was a small thing we could do to help, and we were hoping to do more.

Before 9/11 we had entertained the idea of doing a film festival in New York. After the attacks it seemed to us that a film festival could bring more people back to the neighborhood. So we started calling people like Martin Scorsese, Meryl Streep, Ed Burns and many others. Everybody wanted to help.

From the start, the festival took on a life of its own. Mayor Bloomberg, who succeeded Giuliani, and Governor Pataki were very helpful. American Express, whose headquarters were downtown, became a sponsor. But we could never have made the festival happen without the thousands of volunteers.

Unlike a lot of other festivals, this one is about community and family: a true neighborhood film festival.

I’m especially proud of what brings everybody to the festival: The family street fair, the open screenings on the piers and all the events utilizing the local businesses, from restaurants to the Borough of Manhattan Community College—not to mention all the films. We wanted to help and we hope that we succeeded.

After the first festival we never thought we’d make it to the second one, but now 10 years later here we are. It’s a tradition. The festival has become part of the city’s cultural life, which is tremendously satisfying.

Some people think that the pace of the city’s recovery has been slow, especially at Ground Zero, but New York has many moving parts and conflicting interests. Maybe we needed 10 years to put 9/11 into the kind of perspective that helps the city to rebuild in the right way.

People came to the festival from around the world. One of them was Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, daughter of Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, the ruling emir of Qatar. She wanted to help create a festival back home in Doha.

We thought the Doha festival was a good idea, and it gave us an opportunity to interact with a community in the Middle East. This partnership was a step in the right direction to help bring awareness. Both festivals would have an impact on culture, and not just locally: 9/11 was a world event.

In the end we can have our differences, even stereotypical attitudes toward each other, but once we are more aware, we get closer to realizing that we are no different from one another.
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The Brooklyn Bridge and Manhattan skyline; One World Trade Center—the Freedom Tower—is seen at right, Jan. 3, 2016.









PREFACE

How AP Covered Sept. 11

By MARK MITTELSTADT


NEW YORK (AP)—Mounting an audacious attack against the United States, terrorists crashed two hijacked airliners into the World Trade Center and brought down the twin 110-story towers Tuesday morning. A jetliner also slammed into the Pentagon as the seat of government itself came under attack.



Thus did The Associated Press chronicle an unimaginable day of tumult and gore and heartache—the worst terrorist assault on American soil, the bloodiest moment in New York City’s history, the biggest story in a generation, a day unlike any other since the AP began reporting the news in the middle of the 19th century. Altogether, AP would file 25 NewsAlerts, 18 Bulletins and two Flashes.

Over the hours and days to come, virtually all staffers in every AP outpost across the planet threw themselves into what one New York City reporter called “the story of our lives.” They gave up weekends and vacations and sleep, some not going home for days. They stepped through rubble and inhaled the dust and smoke of the trade center’s ruins; they worked on, even as some feared for the safety of friends and loved ones, even as some were forced from their homes by the calamity.

That day, and for months and years to come, they told the era’s most important story to a world that hung on every image and word.

AP copy was quoted by broadcasters in every time zone, on every continent. Online news sites grabbed the latest developments from AP digital services. AP’s online site at the time, The Wire, had 10 times the normal amount of traffic—near the capacity of its servers. Within hours, nearly 200 newspapers printed extra editions—many headlined simply “ATTACKED!” or “TERROR”—to report the extraordinary events to eager readers. Largely filled with AP stories and photos, those editions sold out quickly. Several papers printed rare, second “extras” with more details and photos.

“Your people in New York and D.C. did a hell of a job today,” wrote Jack Ryan, publisher-editor of the Enterprise-Journal in McComb, Miss. And there was this from Chris Peck, former editor of the Spokesman-Review in Spokane, Wash., and then president of the Associated Press Managing Editors: “Your good work—no, your extraordinary work—over this last week has been a service to every newspaper, and every citizen of the nation.” ■


—Mark Mittelstadt, former Executive Director,

AP Managing Editors Association
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The World Trade Center twin towers burn, Sept. 11, 2001.
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