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INTRODUCTION

                         

Most people these days have heard of Druids, even if the only things they know about the subject come from news photos of summer solstice celebrations at Stonehenge, the white-robed figure of Getafix in the French comic Asterix the Gaul, or one of the character classes in the World of Warcraft online roleplaying game. Even in these dim reflected forms, the image of the Druid, wise in the ways of nature, haunts the imagination of our time. What many people have never realized is that Druids exist here and now, and that Druidry—the spiritual path practiced by Druids—is an option even for those who live in a modern industrial society.

The original Druids lived many centuries ago in the Celtic countries of northwestern Europe, where Ireland, Great Britain, and France are located today. Three hundred years ago, in the early years of the Industrial Revolution, their example and the surviving records of their traditions inspired small groups of creative thinkers to begin the process of creating a Druidry for today. The movement they set in motion—the Druid Revival, as it has been called—has flourished ever since. Originally founded in England, modern Druidry spread to Europe, North America, and Australia before the nineteenth century was finished. Druids today can be found in countries all around the world.

My own introduction to Druidry happened more than a quarter century ago. In 1993, a good friend of mine introduced me to one of his friends, the late Corby Ingold, who was a Druid—a member of the Order of Bards Ovates and Druids (OBOD), then as now the largest Druid organization in the world. Corby and I hit it off immediately. After learning more about Druidry from him, I decided to join OBOD. I was initiated as a Bard by Corby and the other members of his Druid grove on May 1, 1994, and passed step by step through OBOD’s distance learning program thereafter, receiving my certificate as a Druid Companion in 2002.

By then I knew that I had found my spiritual home. As the final steps of the OBOD training course drew near, I went looking for other resources to expand my knowledge and understanding of Druidry. A battered paperback on American Druid groups I found at a used bookstore mentioned another order, the Ancient Order of Druids in America (AODA) and gave an address that turned out to be outdated. When I finally managed to track down the order’s secretary, I found out that AODA was clinging to existence with fewer than a dozen members, all well past retirement age. I asked to join, they accepted, conversations followed—and that was how, on the winter solstice of 2003, I became the seventh Grand Archdruid of AODA, tasked with the project of reviving an almost extinct Druid order.

The twelve years I spent thereafter as head of AODA were among the busiest and most rewarding of my life. The short version of what happened is that, with the help of many other people, I succeeded. AODA is now among the largest and most active Druid orders in the world, with members all over North America and on several other continents as well. My duties as Grand Archdruid left me very little spare time, however. It was only after I passed my office on to my successor in 2015 and settled into the much less demanding role of Archdruid Emeritus, that I had the freedom to take a broader look at modern Druidry and begin to consider other ways to share the things I have learned about the Druid tradition. This book is one of the results.

The pages before you are a portal. If you decide to pass through that portal, you will join in a quest for ancient wisdom that has been going on for three hundred years. The paths that have been marked out by the seekers who have gone before you lead past standing stones and grass-covered mounds, through deep forests and green meadows, to your own backyard and the landscape that surrounds you right now. Will you follow those paths and join in the quest? Only you can decide.
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