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Page i: A group of U.S. soldiers pose for a picture with an Englishwoman during exuberant celebrations in London’s Piccadilly Circus after Germany’s surrender was announced, May 7, 1945.











To the 1,600 war correspondents who risked or lost their lives during World War II.
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ABOVE: Don Whitehead of The Associated Press writing his story of landing with Allied troops behind enemy lines at Anzio Beach in Italy, Feb. 16, 1944.
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BOTTOM: A group of AP photographers and correspondents at the Normandy front, mid-July 1944. From left to right: photographer Harry Harris; photographer Bede Irvin (killed in action north of Saint-Lô, July 25, 1944); correspondent Hal Boyle; Robert Bunnelle, chief of AP’s London Bureau; Whitehead, unidentifed man at the wheel, and AP executive Lloyd Stratton.
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Foreword

Like most people born in the years after 1945, I grew up surrounded by the stories and histories of World War II, trying to understand the war, its impact on our parents, and its impact on the world. In my lifetime, World War II has been an inexhaustible subject, one that commands universal interest, due in part to ever new and creative ways of presenting its story. Victory: World War II in Real Time does just that.

Victory is fun to read. More importantly, it presents the story in an unforgettable way, in “real time,” which permits the reader to imagine how contemporaries—specifically, newspaper readers of our parents’ generation—learned of and reacted to the events that enveloped America and the world. Victory is a primary source: real-time broadcasts, diaries, dispatches, and other firsthand accounts of the amazing events as they unfolded. As a primary source, the book has special meaning because of the significance of the stories that it tells: of history’s greatest and most destructive war; of the epic clash of right and wrong; of the transformation of America, which in the span of this book rose from eminence to preeminence.

The editors of Victory have chosen The Associated Press dispatches and pictures of highlights and turning points between 1939 and 1945. As readers are reminded in the introduction, prior to 1939, isolationism was the dominant current in American thinking about the world, a response to the horrors and perceived futility of World War I. What drew Americans out of this mood? Evident in Victory is that the news from abroad, combined with America’s ability to act, produced the fortitude and resolve necessary to join a worldwide conflict.

The alarm bell sounds in March 1939, when German forces occupy the portions of Czechoslovakia not ceded to Germany by the so-called Munich Pact. AP reportage covering the event plainly confirm that diplomacy has failed and that the Nazi menace is, in fact, unappeasable. Successive AP dispatches over the next weeks and months report the German-Italian military pact, Hitler’s relent-less campaign of pressure on Poland, the shocking news of the Nazi-Soviet pact, the German invasion of Poland, and the outbreak of general war.

AP dispatches have several striking characteristics from the start. First, familiarity. They are the earliest eyewitness accounts that we have of these events, and the best—scarcely to be improved on; they are the foundation of all subsequent films, movies, and books about the war. Second, for want of a better word, candor. As a European-theater historian, I am struck by the detailed accuracy of AP dispatches covering the stories I know. Plainly, AP policy throughout the war was to report truth, evidently believing that truth was on our side. Third, characteristic of AP reporting from the start is its immediacy. AP assumed that its readership recognized that global crisis was not some faraway event, but a matter of direct concern to Americans. The inexorability of America’s involvement builds throughout Chapter 2, as AP dispatches of 1940 chronicle the Nazi victory in France and their removal of the French army as the last barrier to German conquest of Europe, Churchill’s elevation to prime minister, the Blitz, the Anglo-German naval war, and the accelerated start of America’s industrial and military mobilization.

Between 1939 and 1945, Americans embarked on a great mission and adventure, and the AP highlights published in Victory chronicle the most important moments of the war that drew in and raised up the United States as the greatest international power in history. By Chapter 3—1941—America’s entry is a matter of time, finalized by news of the German invasion of Russia, and formalized by the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Other traits emerge in the AP dispatches of that year: a matter-of-factness in the reporting of astounding events; a cheerful acceptance of the burdens imposed by the war; an unblinking awareness of dangers, of enemy cruelty and ruthlessness; and an unfailing—pervasive—sense of optimism and confidence. In the four succeeding chapters, covering 1942, 1943, 1944, and 1945, Americans cross two oceans, Americans double Axis military production, and American forces take on the two greatest regional military powers of the era at the points of greatest enemy strength. Along the way, AP matter-of-factly notices the transformations at home: actions taken against racial discrimination at work, the mobilization of black servicemen, the vast expansion of American industry made possible by women in the workplace. The darkest aspects of the war at home and abroad are covered in “real time” as well—America’s internment of Japanese Americans; the dire and credible warnings of the Holocaust reaching the West in late 1942; the fact of total war, culminating in Germany’s crushing defeat on the ground and in the air in early 1945; and the atomic bombardment of Japan.
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President Harry S. Truman awards the Distinguished Service Medal to General Dwight D. Eisenhower at a White House ceremony held in the Rose Garden, June 18, 1945. Mamie Eisenhower stands to the left of the president.

Victory enables readers to appreciate the sheer scale and impressiveness of the American war effort, and hence the great renewals and affirmations we experienced, on which so much that we call positive about this country has been based. More than anything, the confidence inspired by victory was the critical psychological boost for decades of ever-expanding postwar prosperity. America’s crusade against fascism and racism abroad could not but inspire an unfinished crusade at home to strengthen a society dedicated to liberty and justice for all. For, in the final analysis, the thread of self-confidence that runs through Victory, covering America’s war for human rights, has been the indispensable ingredient necessary for the startling postwar advances in civil rights and human rights, the indispensable ingredient of a national postwar culture that has become a kind of global culture. It is, too, the critical element in our technological achievements, ranging from landings on the moon to the inventiveness of the American private sector on which the hopes and dreams of peoples around the world still depend.

And the war surely demonstrated the kind of kinship possible among faraway peoples. As Victory shows, Americans saw their own future bound up in the futures of Asia and Europe and Africa. Americans perceived a like-mindedness in the opponents of Axis aggression. To paraphrase Dwight D. Eisenhower’s famous 1945 address at the Guildhall in London, Americans accepted as fact that peoples separated by distance, size, and history were linked by a common dedication to freedom of worship, equality before the law, and the liberty to act and speak as one saw fit, subject only to provisions that one not trespass on the similar rights of others—and we stood ready to fight for these things. Such was proven by the events covered in Victory: facts proven in North Africa, in Italy, in the Solomon Islands, on D-Day, and in the dozens of other battles fought in dozens of theaters around the globe.

With the passage of 75 years, as large and as immediate as World War II seems, that conflict has receded into history. The generation of wartime leaders has long since passed away and the generation that fought the conflict is all but gone; gone also are many of the political and strategic verities of the era. Yet the fascination remains, because the lessons endure: the lesson by—or reminder of—the America covered in Victory that given a choice, people will choose freedom and the opportunity to live by the principles of freedom, and free societies, because of their dynamism and their principles, will always prevail.

—David Eisenhower
September 2020









Preface
REPORTING THE WAR
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ABOVE: Byron Price, right, wartime chief of censorship, is congratulated by President Harry Truman at the White House after receiving the Medal for Merit for his services during the war, Jan. 15, 1946.

Herewith is the epic story of World War II: the story that civilians on the home front read day by day in their newspapers as reported by war correspondents and photographers of The Associated Press.

At the outset of this project, historian Alan Axelrod provided us with an outline of important, pivotal events in the war, which I used to compile the articles from wartime newspapers that make up the bulk of this book. While pulling the articles, I was struck by the fact that the historical outline and the newspaper stories often differed (something I was aware of intellectually, but never realized to what degree until working on Victory); some of the stories hardly made the papers at the time of the events. This wasn’t poor journalism, it was wartime journalism, and it was done that way for a good reason—which is a story in itself:

On Jan. 15, 1942, a month after America’s entry into the war, a Code of Wartime Practices for the American Press was issued by the Office of Censorship, and in June of that year, the U.S. Office of War Information (OWI) was created. Together, these developments set forth guidelines for the content of the news that stated that no coverage of the war should benefit the enemy. The code noted that “the security of our armed forces and even of our homes and liberties will be weakened . . . by every disclosure of information”—be it related to the activities and identities of Allied troops or even weather reports that covered more than four adjoining states outside of a 150-mile radius—for fear that such disclosures might facilitate enemy military operations. In general, the news was supposed to accentuate the positive and minimize the negative both for the sake of GIs on the battlefront and for civilians on the home front consuming war news.

These news-reporting guidelines, for the large part, were voluntary, heavily relying on reporters’ and editors’ patriotism. Among the concessions were delaying battle reportage for 24 hours, eliminating casualty counts and banning photographs of Allied war dead, censoring troop movements, and maintaining confidentiality of the whereabouts of important Allied leaders, including Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, President Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Prime Minister Winston Churchill. Other provisions ranged from the very specific, such as not reporting factory output, to the broadest, including handling the obvious—and not so obvious—enemy propaganda aimed at GIs and the folks at home.

While the accuracy of the news was a concern for all, it was fortunate that at its forefront was one of America’s top journalists, Byron Price, the executive news editor of The Associated Press and the pre-war head of its Washington news bureau. Twelve days after Pearl Harbor, Price was appointed by President Roosevelt’s administration as the U.S. Director of Censorship. He quickly established advisory panels in an effort to reasonably balance news reportage without misleading the public, including administering newspaper and radio codes of conduct. In 1944, Price earned a special Pulitzer Prize for his diligence and was later presented the Medal for Merit by President Harry S. Truman in 1946 for his wartime efforts.

The day after the Japanese surrendered on Aug. 14, 1945, Price happily hung a sign in front of his censorship office that read: “Out of Business.”

—Les Krantz, Facts That Matter, Inc.
Producer and Developer, Victory: World War II in Real Time
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