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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to The Beginner’s Crossword Dictionary, your comprehensive guide to the 1,001 words that appear most often as the answers to American crosswords.

As anyone who regularly solves crosswords knows, certain answer words seem to pop up all the time. They’re usually three- and four-letter words that are spelled with lots of vowels and common consonants, like ARIA, EAT, and ISLE. As a 35-year veteran of the puzzle biz as crossword author and editor, I know why this is so.

If you think of a completed crossword diagram as a house, short words with common letters are the necessary “mortar” that makes the longer, more interesting “brick” words in a puzzle possible. In other words, it’s simply not possible to create crosswords without using these dependable little words.

The specific 1,001 words that are profiled here were selected based on computer analysis of thousands of recent crosswords from numerous American newspapers, including the puzzles I edit for the Long Island, New York, newspaper Newsday and the venerable New York Times crossword.

Just how frequently do these 1,001 words appear in crosswords? About 25% of the answers in a typical crossword will be one of the 1,001. How do we know this? We tested puzzles from sources not used to create our list, and consistently found more than a quarter of the answers matched the entries in this dictionary.

Clearly then, knowing these words and their meanings is a key for crossword success, perhaps the key. If you’re just starting out as a crossword solver, The Beginner’s Crossword Dictionary will truly live up to its name for you. Under each of the 1,001 words, you’ll find the most frequently seen clues for that word, categorized by meaning. For example, the clues for ERA are grouped under its “significant period,” “baseball statistic,” “Constitutional amendment,” and “detergent brand” meanings. If the prospect of learning 1,001 words seems daunting to you, keep in mind that many of these words and their meanings will already be familiar—like ADORE, ERASE, NET, and TEST.

Even solvers who are more seasoned will find a lot of good information within these pages. From a list of the world nations that use the PESO, to all the famous people named EMMA from real life and fiction, you’re bound to find lots of things to add to your puzzle-solving arsenal.

In addition to the 1,001 words, scattered throughout the book you’ll find three other categories of entries that I know you’ll find useful:

Not So Fast!: These are common crossword clues that can have two different answers with similar spellings, like “Thin opening,” for which SLIT and SLOT are both correct. I’ve accumulated these “two-way” clues over many years, and hope you’ll save yourself a lot of “eraser time” by remembering them. This is the only book I know of that includes them.

Insider’s Tip: Helpful hints on some of the 1,001 words. For example, ERIE is the only Great Lake spelled with four letters.

“Crosswords 101” Sidebars: Groups of words from particular categories, such as French words commonly seen in crosswords, Greek goddesses, and OPEC members.

Your comments on any aspect of this book are most welcome. You can reach me via regular mail at P.O. Box 69, Massapequa Park, NY 11762, or electronically through my Web site: www.StanXwords.com.

Best wishes for crossword success!

—Stan Newman





OEBPS/images/logo.jpg
PUZZLE
WRIGHT
PRESS

New York





OEBPS/images/cvi.jpg
brossword

Everything you need to know
to start solving crosswords
with confidence






OEBPS/images/logo1.jpg
e
WRIGHT
PRESS

A Imprint of Steing Puskshing Cos Inc

7166 Avenue of the Amercas
‘New York. NY 10038





OEBPS/images/logo2.jpg
THE

1001

MOST COMMON
CROSSWORD
ANSWERS






