



[image: ]









[image: ]










[image: ]

© 2013 Allison Hoffman

Photography © 2013 Lark Crafts, except photography on pages 17-20, 21 (except bottom right), 22 (except bottom), 23-24, 25 (except far right), 26, 27 (except far right), 28 (except bottom), 29, and 127, which is © 2013 Allison Hoffman

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior written permission from the publisher.

ISBN 978-1-4547-1095-0

 

Hoffman, Allison.

AmiguruME / Allison Hoffman. -- First Edition.

    pages cm

Includes index.

ISBN 978-1-4547-0397-6

1. Amigurumi--Patterns. 2. Soft toy making--Patterns. I. Title.

TT829.H635 2013

746.43′4043--dc23

2012040468

 

For information about custom editions, special sales, and premium and corporate purchases, please contact Sterling Special Sales at 800-805-5489 or specialsales@sterlingpublishing.com.

 

 

Every effort has been made to ensure that all the information in this book is accurate. However, due to differing conditions, tools, and individual skills, the publisher cannot be responsible for any injuries, losses, and other damages that may result from the use of the information in this book.

 

larkcrafts.com

sterlingpublishing.com











[image: ]









This isn’t a standard crochet pattern book—it’s more like a “choose your own ending”-style of crochet book. For each part of your doll, you’ll mix and match following only the pattern (or occasionally patterns) you want from each section. Each choice you make will come together in a one-of-a-kind doll!
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INTRODUCTION

One day I was looking at crafts online when I came across the word amigurumi. I’d seen it a few times before but had no idea what the word meant or what it was. A quick search and I found out amigurumi literally translated in Japanese means “knitted stuffed toy.”
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A year prior I’d learned basic knitting stitches and made a funny-looking scarf. It took a long time. I was using cheap yarn and huge metal needles, and I didn’t have any urge to start another project after I finished it. I hung up that scarf in my closet and proudly proclaimed, “Well, I know how to knit! Moving on...”

Upon further investigation, I found out that traditional amigurumi was, in fact, crocheted, not knitted. I hate to say it, but I had a somewhat negative opinion of knitting’s sister-craft. Frilly toilet seat covers and bleach bottle cozies in garish colors of scratchy yarn came to mind. The crochet I was familiar with looked nothing like these sweet little softies with diminutive smiles and wide-set eyes. The tiny toys I was finding online looked so difficult to make, but I wanted to do it!

I plunged in headfirst. Some people start out crocheting dishcloths or making granny squares, but I wasn’t really interested in either. Don’t get me wrong: I’ve since learned to crochet those beautiful granny squares with the best of them and can appreciate the value of a handmade dishcloth. But when I was starting out, I just had to make toys! I sought out several basic crochet videos online and bought a cheap hook and ball of yarn. I definitely missed a step on my first few attempts. Although I wasn’t exactly clear on what I was doing wrong, I decided to just keep going. Nothing was unraveling, so I figured I was onto something. Crocheting in a circle, around and around and around, I soon had the basic shape of a little bear. There were lots of holes--huge, gaping holes, in fact--and he was very lopsided. None of his limbs were the same size. Stuffing poked out all over. I pushed on, gave him a couple of eyes and embroidered him a wee mouth and nose. I was so proud of myself! I made amigurumi! He wasn’t anywhere near perfect, but if you squinted and held him at arms’ distance he was actually pretty cute.

I couldn’t stop there. Watching crochet videos online, I finally got my stitches right and tried several basic patterns. I loved playing with the shaping to make the toys just how I envisioned them. From there, it snowballed. Each of my kids wanted their own. My little boys had an endless stream of ideas for toys I could make that looked like their favorite superheroes, movie stars, and video- game characters. I started writing down patterns, opened up shop on Ravelry.com, and started CraftyisCool.com. I began cranking out patterns for all sorts of designs, focusing on pop culture and trying to make each doll totally unique.

Almost immediately, I had several requests for custom dolls. One customer wanted a doll that looked like her husband when he had proposed to her years before. Another requested a doll that looked like her coworker. It was a Christmas present for the person who had everything. I started keeping a log of pattern alterations and ideas to expand upon.

Besides writing patterns and making dolls for custom orders, I started making dolls of some people I really loved, just for fun. It started with Conan O’Brien. My husband and I loved watching him on his late-night talk show and when he took over the The Tonight Show, we never missed an episode. We felt jilted right along with Conan and his legions of fans when he was forced out and lost his job. There was a group uprising, and I did my small part (at my husband’s urging) and made a Conan doll. The “I’m With Coco” group on Facebook gave one away in a contest online and the doll went viral. Bloggers like Perez Hilton and entertainment news sites like Entertainment Weekly featured the doll. When I sent Conan a giant stuffed crocheted blimp, he showcased it on his blog and Twitter account, and later he used it as a prop on his show. My husband and I traveled to a taping of his new show in Los Angeles, and he invited me to come backstage, where I finally got to meet him and give him his own little Conan doll.

After such a great experience with Conan, I wanted to spread the love! I heard Paul “Pee-wee Herman” Reubens was going to be in town. He was one of my childhood idols and is one of my favorite people in the world. I knew I just had to make a Pee-wee doll. Word got back to Pee-wee’s people, and I was invited by Mr. Reubens to a personal appearance and gave him his doll in person.

I made a Martha Stewart doll, because how could I not craft a craft queen? The Martha Stewart doll I made caught Martha’s attention, and she invited me to New York, where I personally gave her the doll and told her about my work and inspiration on her show.

Are you noticing a theme here? Dolls that look like people, famous or just family, are super fun to make (and give as gifts)! Just as I found inspiration in my love of pop culture and kitsch, your first step is answering the question: Who are you trying to make as a doll? What are their distinguishing features or signature items of clothing? When you start reading through these pages, I hope you have some fun envisioning what you want your doll to look like. Each part of your creation will be up to you.

If you just bought your first crochet hook and need to learn the basics, you’ll want to start on page 10. You’ll learn how to choose tools, what yarns work best for amigurumi, and how to execute the most common crochet stitches. You’ll probably be relieved to know that only the most basic stitches are required! As with most crochet projects, with a few techniques, you will be able to crochet pretty much anything you want.

If you have a grasp of all the basic stitches, you can skip ahead to page 32 and start a doll. From there, each section of the book deals with a part of the doll. There’s the head, where you can choose from different shapes. Then you’ll continue down the body, choosing what you want your doll’s clothing to look like. Dress him up in a suit and tie or give her a casual sundress and flip-flops! Next you’ll create your doll’s hairstyle. Will he have a mohawk or a ponytail? The last step will be to create tiny accessories to make your doll come to life. Does she play the guitar? Is he wearing a hat? Add elements that make your doll an individual!

I hope you enjoy using these designs to make a doll that’s all your own. Let your imagination be your guide. You may be surprised at how the tiniest details give your doll a unique personality. Whether you’re making a gift or a doll that looks just like you (or both!), I hope you’re already feeling inspired to create your very own “amiguruME.”
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