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“When I went to school my history lessons were all about learning the names of kings and endless lists of dates. Yawn. But exciting history asks: How did people live and how did they die? How did they feel? Were they just like us or more like aliens from another planet? Those are the questions that Battle Books explore. I wish Gary Smailes and his books had been around when I went to school.”

— Terry Deary, author of Horrible Histories





BATTLE BOOKS

Prepare to fight your own battle…



Fight your own battle by starting the story, then choosing which numbered paragraph to follow. Go to that paragraph to continue on and see if you can gain a “great general ranking” and defeat the English at the Battle of Hastings!
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William the Conqueror

This is YOU – the Duke of Normandy and the rightful King of England. You command the biggest army ever seen and have the support of the Pope – leader of the Catholic Church. You are a mighty warrior who can fight on either horseback or foot.

• Country: Normandy

• Fighting ability: Superb

• Armour: Chainmail

• Troop type: Cavalry

• Favourite weapon: Any!


YOUR LEADERS
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Eustace III

Eustace is the Count of Boulogne, leader of the French and as powerful as William the Conqueror. He is William’s rival but has chosen to fight on the Norman side in order to ensure Harold is removed from the English throne. He is a mighty warrior who can fight on either horseback or foot.

• Country: France

• Troop type: Cavalry

• Fighting ability: Superb

• Favourite weapon: Broadsword

• Armour: Chainmail
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Odo of Bayeux

He is the trusted half-brother of William the Conqueror and is the Bishop of Bayeux in Normandy. Odo is not a knight and prefers to direct the battle rather then get caught up fighting. If forced to fight Odo prefers to remain on his horse.

• Country: Normandy

• Troop type: Cavalry

• Fighting ability: Poor

• Favourite weapon: Mace

• Armour: Chainmail
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Alan IV

Alan Fergant is the Duke of Brittany and leader of the Bretons. The Bretons recently fought a war with the Normans but have now become friends to fight the English. Alan Fergant is a knight who prefers to fight on horseback.

• Country: Brittany

• Troop type: Cavalry

• Fighting ability: Good

• Favourite weapon: Lance

• Armour: Chainmail


YOUR TROOPS

William’s Infantry

These are well trained warriors who fight on foot. They are armed with spears and swords and are protected by shields, steel helmets and chainmail.

• Country: Normandy, Breton and France

• Troop type: Infantry

• Fighting ability: Good

• Favourite weapon: Spear and sword

• Armour: Chainmail



William’s Archers

Mostly peasants, these troops try to avoid getting involved in hand to hand combat. They are armed with bows and prefer to do their killing from a distance. They may have a dagger to protect themselves but very few have any armour.

• Country: Normandy, Breton and France

• Troop type: Infantry

• Fighting ability: Poor

• Favourite weapon: Bow

• Armour: None




William’s Knights

These are the most feared troops in William’s army. They are well trained and capable of carrying out complex moves in small groups. They are mounted on mighty warhorses and fight with lances. They are protected by shields, steel helmets and chainmail.

• Country: Normandy, Breton and France

• Troop type: Cavalry

• Fighting ability: Good

• Favourite weapon: Lance

• Armour: Chainmail


ENGLISH LEADERS

Harold II

Harold Godwinson is the leader of the English army and the crowned King of England. His army recently defeated the Viking king Harald Hardrade at the Battle of Stamford Bridge and he has marched across England to fight this battle. Harold prefers to fight on foot.

• Country: England

• Troop type: Infantry

• Fighting ability: Superb

• Favourite weapon: Broadsword

• Armour: Chainmail


TROOPS

Fyrds

These are English warriors. They come from all parts of the country and many are not trained to fight. Some may be noblemen, whilst others are simple farmers. They have all kinds of weapons and armour, though most fight with spears. They fight on foot and specialize in the shield wall formation.

• Country: England

• Troop type: Infantry

• Fighting ability: Poor

• Favourite weapon: Spear

• Armour: Leather



Housecarls

These are the personal body guard of King Harold and will fight to the death to protect him. Some are armed with spears and swords but the most feared wield huge two handed axes that can cut a man in half. They fight on foot.

• Country: England

• Troop type: Infantry

• Fighting ability: Superb

• Favourite weapon: Axe

• Armour: Chainmail


It is a cold autumn morning in 1066 and you stand on an English hill waiting to do battle with Harold Godwinson, the King of England. You recently sailed from your home in France with a massive fleet of ships, filled with the best warriors from Normandy, Breton and France. The traitor Harold has defied God by declaring himself King of England and you have come to claim your rightful place as king. You and your army intend to settle this matter today at what will become known as the Battle of Hastings.

In the valley ahead, your mighty army prepares for battle. Mounted knights keep a tight rein on their huge horses, infantry march in groups with their massive kite shields protecting their bodies and deadly archers prepare for action.

POSITIONS AT THE START OF
THE BATTLE OF HASTINGS
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Your archers are strung out in a thin line in front of your army and behind them are three groups of warriors. On the left are the Bretons commanded by Alan Fergant, in the centre are the Normans who will be under your command, with the help of your half-brother Bishop Odo, and on the right are the French under the instruction of Eustace of Boulogne.

In each of the three groups there are both infantry and cavalry. The infantry fight on foot and are armed with spears and protected by chainmail, steel helmets and large shields. The cavalry are mounted on warhorses and the riders are also protected by chainmail, helmets and shields, but instead they fight with short spears, called lances.

On the hill opposite waits the English army. Harold has chosen to defend the hill top and his infantry have taken position on the lip of the hill. They are in a formation called a shield wall – in which the shields of the front rank touch together.



You know that if you are to win this battle then you must break this wall. Now move quickly to section 1 before the battle begins without you…
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