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The cottage smelled like cardamom and sugar. Potted plants with leaves of green crawled along the corners of the room, hung from the ceiling, stretched across the mantel above the fireplace in the cozy living room. Light from the small window above the sink streamed onto the invitations strewn across the round kitchen table. Envelopes colored in whites, reds, and one even in black.

A breeze shifted through the room as the invitee strolled across the kitchen, a cup of chai in hand. She pulled out a chair and stared at all the envelopes, placing the cup on a rainbow-hued coaster.

Which ones would she attend this season? There were so many choices, so many places to visit. California, India, New York … So many love stories to unfold and promises to be made.

The romantic in her shivered with excitement. Weddings were her favorite. Big declarations of love, gold-spun dresses, glittering jewelry, dramatic interactions with family members, and the food. Oh, the food.

She moved the pile around, closed her eyes, and grabbed a handful. She’d used this same method every time during shaadi season. A season of her creation. Opening her eyes to the dusty blue-colored room, she stared at the invitations she’d chosen. The right ones always found her. The ones she needed to witness and perhaps the ones that needed her help.

A soft smile pulled at her mouth as she read the announcements. Oh, yes, these invitations held the promise of age-defying romances and love. It was going to be an incredible season.
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