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So, Who Was Jane Austen?

And What was it Like in 1817?
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Northanger Abbey, by Jane Austen, was first published in 1817.


This was the Regency era – a time when English society was sharply divided by wealth and women were expected to marry young.


The heroine of this story, Catherine, might have some things in common with modern readers, but she lived in a very different world.


You can find out more about Jane Austen and what England was like in 1817 at the back of this book!
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If you had met Catherine Morland when she was young, my dear reader, you wouldn’t think in a million years that she might one day grow up to become the heroine of her own strange and exciting story.


She lived a long time ago in the days when little girls were expected to be prim and delicate and could be found skipping, playing with dolls, tying their plaits up with ribbons or gathering flowers. But Catherine didn’t enjoy any of those things. She wasn’t dainty or polite and was far more likely to be mistaken as a wild creature than the daughter of a respectable clergyman.
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Maybe it was because Catherine had three older brothers as playmates that she much preferred joining in with their noisy games instead. And since Mr and Mrs Morland were happy for her to rough and tumble around with her siblings, Catherine spent her days rampaging with dirt-stained dresses and knotty, unbrushed hair.


No one could beat Catherine at a game of cricket. She climbed trees faster than a startled squirrel, always yawned her way through schoolwork or piano lessons, and if she ever occasionally showed an interest in picking flowers, it was usually only because her mother had told her not to.


Curiosity and mischief ran through her veins, but, despite all this, she was a kind, well-natured child with a good heart.


By the time Catherine turned fifteen, the scruffy wildling who once rolled down hills and hid at bathtime had started to slowly vanish before everyone’s eyes.


Her mother had given birth to another six children by then, and though Catherine still loved to chase and play ball with her nine brothers and sisters, she was showing signs of turning into a … a … POLITE YOUNG WOMAN!?


It was on a sunny afternoon, while Mr and Mrs Morland were happily watching their children playing in the sunny gardens of their home in Fullerton, that Mrs Morland remarked, ‘Catherine is improving. She’s becoming quite a respectable young lady – she looks lovely today.’


And Mrs Morland was right. Catherine’s thin, awkward frame had softened with plumpness as she’d aged. She’d begun to curl her once lank hair and dressed neatly for a change. Her love of dirt had given way to a yearning for finery and alongside these little improvements, Catherine had grown smarter.


For as long as she could remember, books had always been of absolutely no interest. They were long and boring and filled with all sorts of information that Catherine simply didn’t care about.


But … at the age of fifteen, she discovered novels! Wonderful, heart-stopping novels filled with stories of brave heroines and their witty escapades in high society.


Catherine’s heart was gripped in the turning of a page, making her a greedy reader in mere moments – longing for the excitement of faraway places, danger-filled escapes from dastardly villains and dancing at the grandest of parties. She couldn’t put them down.


By the time Catherine was seventeen, she had read practically every novel she could find in the county of Wiltshire, but even with her wildly growing imagination, she couldn’t have predicted the marvellous things that were about to happen to her.


Catherine Morland was soon to become a heroine like the ones in her beloved stories … she just didn’t know it yet.
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An old school friend of Mrs Allen
Mrs Thorpe has one son and three daughters.

ISABELLA THORPE
The eldest of Mrs Thorpe’s
daughters. Isabella is attractive
and lively but loves to gossip and
enjoys having all eyes on her.

JORN THORPE

Mrs Thorpe’s son. John is a
short, rude and self-centred
man. He is a university
friend of James Morland.

ANNE AND
Mrs Thorpe's two
younger daughters.






OPS/images/pix.jpg
T1RS TILNEY
Mrs Tilney dies before the start
of the novel. She is described as
2 beautiful and caring woman

Atall, handsome but intimidating
man. General Tilney expects his
children to marry into wealth

TILNE

A charming and intelligent
man, Henry is the parson of a
small village. He immediately
catches Catherine’s attention

CAPTAIN FREDERICK TILNEY
The eldest of the Tilney
siblings, Frederick is a
captain in the navy. He is a
mischievous and selfish man

ELEANOR TILNEY

The youngest of the Tilney
siblings, Eleanor is a shy but
sweet woman. She has a lot
in common with Catherine.
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MAIN CHARACTERS

RS MOKLAND
Mother of ten children
Mrs Morland is a friendly

and kind-hearted woman.

Father of ten children
Mr Morland is a respectable
clergyman.

CATHERINE TIORLAND
Our heroine! Catherine has nine siblings.
but is closest to James. She loves reading
and has an overactive imagination that
sometimes gets her into trouble.

T

JATIES TORLAND
Catherine’s affectionate older
brother. James studies at

Oxford University.

118 ALLEN
A wealthy family friend of the
Morlands. Mrs Allen is good-
natured but cares more about
fashion than anything else.

A wealthy family friend of the
Morlands. Mr Allen is fond of
eating and playing cards.






