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CHAPTER 1
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‘OK, Silver,’ the bushy-tailed cat said to himself, ‘empty your mind, you can do this. Don’t worry about the last twenty-four attempts.’

‘Let’s go over it again,’ said his sister Toto, with a smile. ‘You leap, then bounce off the glass window to the left, off the wall to the right, then dive for the handle and hey presto, we’ve got an open fridge!’




‘And just to be clear, this is all with my eyes shut?’ Silver asked.

‘You said you wanted to do some ninja training,’ laughed Toto. ‘The Double-wall-bounce-open-fridge is one of the first moves you learn. Except, well, I may have added the “open-fridge” bit …’
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Silver looked up at the fridge, he really did want to eat. Their human Mamma and Papa were out, and they’d finished their cat food hours ago. He knew he could never be an ACTUAL NINJA, like his sister – that would take ages and lots of practice and training, and he was far too impatient and HUNGRY for all of that. But a couple of moves would be really cool. Plus it wouldn’t hurt his reputation with the neighbourhood cats. Especially that lovely ginger (que bella!) who’d moved in across the street and who he quite fancied – not that he’d ever admit that to his sister … there’d be no living it down.

‘You can do this, Silver,’ he muttered to himself. He took a running jump, launched himself at the window – so far so good – and then bounced onto the wall …

This is it, he thought as he hurtled through the air, I’m going to make it, my first Ninja move!





‘HERE WE GOOO … ARGH … ’ Silver opened his eyes and realised his leap from the wall wasn’t far enough. He was about to miss the fridge and crash into the freezer door below for the twenty-fifth painful time. He closed his eyes again and braced for impact … but incredibly, none came. Instead he felt a WHOOSH of wind in his whiskers as his sister grabbed him, and pulled him to safety on the kitchen counter. Somehow (and very coolly) opening the fridge on her way past!
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‘I almost had it sis, almost. But thanks for stopping my poor nose from getting another bashing.’

‘No sweat,’ replied Toto, ‘you’ll get it one day. I just couldn’t hear you crash land again, no matter how funny it is. And let me tell you bro, it doesn’t get any less funny.’

‘Knock it off,’ replied Silver, giving her a friendly nip on the ear, ‘it’s not easy being the famous TOTO THE NINJA CAT’S BROTHER.’

He was right, Toto was practically famous these days … well, at least on their street. All their animal neighbours were very impressed and grateful that she had captured a terrifying King Cobra known as Brian and returned him to the zoo. Now, they couldn’t stop themselves from giving her high-paws whenever they bumped into her. (Although truth be told, Brian was actually a really nice guy who was just trying to save his girlfriend Brenda from illegal pet traders, which Toto and Silver were only too happy to help him with …)

It had been an amazing first adventure which had happened right after the kittens moved to London from Italy. The escapade had also involved meeting CATFACE (a rat who lives his life as a cat – it’s complicated, but it works for everyone), who had become their new best friend and guide to their new home.

As much as she enjoyed her status, Toto knew that she wouldn’t have been able to do any of it without Silver. Toto was almost completely blind, and could only see light and dark shapes. Silver acted as her eyes and, as far as she was concerned, they came as a team.

Since that adventure, their lives had been very quiet, without much need for ninja skills. Even though she was highly trained, Toto hadn’t been given her first mission yet. In fact, the group of ninjas she belonged to, the ANCIENT ORDER OF INTERNATIONAL NINJA CATS, was so secret that apart from her old Italian sensei Ventura, she didn’t even know who any of the other members were! So, Toto had been trying to teach Silver her best moves to make sure she didn’t get out of practice …

Toto jumped gently from the counter top to the fridge and began rooting around.

‘So, what are we going to eat?’ she asked, her big black furry tail flicking back and forth as she used her sense of smell to guide her. ‘Mmmm … what have we got … I can smell loads. Chicken, salami, sardines, your favourite strawberry yoghurt*, leftover roast beef, carrots (YUCK!), half a sausage, and my favourite … CHEESE … no, wait a second, I CAN'T smell cheese … I’m sure they bought some yesterday. Why can’t I smell it?’
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‘There’s a very good reason for that sis – it’s not there! It looks like all the cheese has gone, every single crumb!’
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* Silver is obsessed with dairy. Just in case you ever want to buy him a present.
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