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Introduction

What kind of stories do children love most?

Well, from my own memory of favourite books as a child, and from years of wonderful times spent cuddled up with children and grandchildren sharing bedtime stories, I would say they love tales of adventure, danger, courage and sacrifice, with colourful heroes, wicked villains and satisfying endings where love and justice conquer all. And the books in which I discovered all that when I was small are the same books I’ve since read to generations of family members, written by the queen of cliff-hangers and derring-do, Enid Blyton.

She explained, ‘My love of children is the whole foundation of all my work,’ and I think it’s that love and her natural intuition of what children really enjoy that has always connected so strongly with young readers. Her mind was full of stories involving unforgettable characters in series like The Famous Five, The Secret Seven, Malory Towers, Brer Rabbit and Noddy.

Enid always recognised the value of a good tale, which is why it’s no surprise that she was drawn to what she described as ‘the fine, dramatic stories’ of the Old Testament, the first half of the Bible – the sacred scriptures of the Jewish faith which tell of the history and challenges facing the people of Israel in the times long before Jesus was born.

Enid wanted children to know these tales as a foundation of their understanding and faith, and yet she recognised how complicated both the language and storylines could be for young minds to grasp.

So she retold some of the most significant and colourful of these stories in her usual style, keeping the message simple, yet adding enough drama and pathos to appeal to the young readers she understood so well. She wrote these stories in the 1940s and 50s, and yet they are as fresh and readable today as they ever were, wonderfully told by an exceptional writer.

For the child in all of us, however old we are, this book is a real treasure.

 

Pam Rhodes
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