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THE PEGASUS ETHOS

As British Airborne soldiers we place the mission, and our comrades, before ourselves. Our bravery is founded upon determination, endurance, and selflessness. We are supremely disciplined and that discipline is primarily self-imposed. We take pride in being part of an elite, and we understand our responsibility to strive for the highest standards of achievement, turnout and attitude. We wear Pegasus with humility, recognising our obligation never to demean or diminish the value of others. We are a compassionate friend, but a ferocious enemy. In battle, in barracks, and at home, we always do the right thing.


PREFACE

The Paras: The Falklands to Today is based on interviews with those who have served or are still serving with the Parachute Regiment in 1, 2, 3, 4 or 10 Para, as well as men of the Pathfinder Platoon. It also contains interviews with members of the Royal Army Medical Corps who have worked closely and saved so many soldiers of the Parachute Regiment.

Like Men of the Red Beret, written in 1987, I have not set out to write the history of the Regiment; rather I have sought to capture something of the spirit of these men and those who have served alongside them. The majority of the accounts have come from personal interviews or from accounts sent to me, then edited and returned to be checked. Wherever possible, the historical accuracy of these accounts has been verified, but errors of time, places and names may still be present. Apart from the occasional interlinking sentence or minor grammatical changes, these accounts are entirely in their own words. The rank given at the start of each of account is the one held at the time. For reasons of security, a small number have only their rank and not their name before their account.

There is a brief historical outline to all the operations in which the Regiment has been deployed and what follows are personal accounts beginning with the Falklands Campaign and ending in the long-fought war in Afghanistan. Each account is a chapter in itself, a chapter in the life of the person who related it. I have arranged these accounts within the context of the operation in which he or she was involved and because these are personal accounts, not cold history, the order will undoubtedly be imperfect. Many go into great detail, while others select the most affecting moments.

Throughout the writing of this book it has been my privilege to meet so many brave men of the Parachute Regiment and I believe that their words not only provide a unique chronicle of an elite force in action, but also illustrate their inimitable and indomitable character, as well as their remarkable humour in the grimmest of circumstances.

These are their words – I have been but a catalyst.

Max Arthur

London

September 2017

Further information can be found on www.paradata.org.uk

or www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments.


INTRODUCTION

War and conflict has an enduring nature but a changing character, unique to each period of warfare. Since the publication of Men of the Red Beret in 1990 (on the occasion on the fiftieth anniversary of Churchill’s call on 22 June 1940 for 5,000 parachute troops), much has changed: there are now five domains of war: cyber and space have been added to the land, sea and air environments. The weapons have changed, but at its heart, war remains a clash of wills, where sheer bloody-mindedness to prevail – or die trying – remains as relevant today as it was at the pass of Thermopylae with a few hundred Spartans.

Airborne Forces may not lie in a direct lineage from Leonidas, but many within this particular brotherhood would believe that they are. I believe them, for they are of the same unshakeable spirit and warrior culture. It is primary group cohesion that keeps men fighting long after they should. This was evident in those who fought at Arnhem. The United States Liaison Officer with 1st Airborne Division said, ‘I saw men who were hungry, exhausted, hopelessly outnumbered, men who by all the rules of war should have gladly surrendered to have it all over with, who were shelled until they were hopeless psychopaths; and through it all they laughed, sang and died, and kept fighting.’ That remains true today. A key variable will always be ‘how will people fight’ and ‘how well will people fight’. The concept of group success potentially at an individual’s expense is largely alien in modern society. It is not for those who via the challenges of Pre-Parachute Selection – P Company – serve in Airborne Forces. Success of the group is more important than the individual.

Many of the more recent campaigns, such as Iraq and Afghanistan, were fought in an arena where the absence of a clear mission and end state meant that it was hard to find a purpose for which the Toms (privates) might willingly sacrifice themselves for an uncertain mission and unifying purpose. That unifying purpose became each other. As always, ‘matehood’ meant that Airborne Forces fought for what they have always fought for – each other. No one wanted to let their ‘mucker’ on their left or right flank down. None did.

The period since 1990 has been a period of intense operational tempo. Airborne Forces continued to provide support to Northern Ireland almost to the end of the normalisation period in 2007. Other campaigns and deployments took Operation Banner’s place. Kosovo, Macedonia, Sierra Leone, Iraq and Afghanistan have provided the backdrop to the bemedalled chest we see on the current generation. This book tells the tale of these medalled men with the same fortitude, good humour and resilience that was the mark of the men who came before.

What has not changed is the quality of the soldier. The Airborne soldier has never been bewildered for long in a fight with our enemies where our collective experiences have given us ‘riotous excursions with privileged glimpses into the human heart’. When the time came for deployment on each occasion, we never feared the enemy. Every Tom, NCO and officer feared only that he might somehow disappoint those who preceded him. It never happened.

We serve in an elite that has always stood shoulder to shoulder with each other with a clear understanding that our job is to fight, and to fight well. If you think you are second best, you are. Airborne Forces have never suffered from that lack of self-confidence: ‘knowledge dispels fear’ as the motto of the Parachute Training School tells us, and each red-bereted member has always had the knowledge that he is part of a brand of excellence.

This excellence is reflected in the honours and awards given to the men of Airborne Forces. Men of the Red Beret concluded with the award of two Victoria Crosses for Lieutenant Colonel H. Jones of 2 Para and Sergeant Ian Mackay of 3 Para in the Falklands campaign. The modern generation of Airborne soldiers took up the baton, and that ‘golden thread’ continues in this volume with the award of the nation’s highest honour ‘for gallantry’ to Corporal Bryan Budd and Lance Corporal Josh Leakey. Neither would see himself as a man apart; merely part of that extraordinary ‘band of brothers’ that is marked by those who wear the red beret. Every man remains, in Montgomery’s famous words, ‘an emperor’.

I was privileged to serve in this modern era of the Airborne soldier for thirty-three years. It was too short, for every day with these men of action and thought was an honour. In the formalities of military hierarchies, they often saluted me; it is now my time to salute them. I gladly do so.

Major General Chip Chapman, 2017
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By the very nature of s conception, the history of The Parachute Regiment is not
centuries old. Formed in 1940, it has packed in an enormous amount over the last
seventy-five years and [ have been cnomously privileged to have been involved with
the Regiment for over half of this time; indeed, I am now beginning to sce the
ose Paras | first came across when | became Colonel-in-Chief in 1977
family regiment”. The officers and soldiers I have met over the years
are fiercely proud of the Regiment in which they serve, and rightly so. 1 have always
found them to have the infectious optimism, unstoppable energy and drive that Field
Marshal Montgomery spoke of. You will sce that evidenced again and again in this
book.

“There s no doubt that an oral history such as this is hugely important. To my mind,
there is o better way 10 obtain an understanding of the realities and challenges of
warfure and military operations than by lstening 10 those who have lived through
them. The officers and soldiers of The Parachute Regiment have always been a the.
forefront of the action, or a the point where the toughest decisions have to be made.
So, it is vital that those making istory should a the very least be able to set out their
partiniit.

T very much suspeet that you will be as hugely impressed as 1 am by the
professionalism, initiative, courage and humur of the men who wear the red beret.
‘Their recent history, set out in these pages, makes me immensely proud 1o serve as
their Colonel-in-Chicf.
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