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Are you sitting comfortably? Then we’ll begin.

Buying this book was a very smart move, whether you have selfishly bought it for yourself, or for a relative who once pretended that they liked Pointless in an attempt to sound clever. 

Contained within these pages are an A-Z of Pointless quizzes, and also an A-Z of Pointless facts written by Xander and me. 

Did you notice I’m also writing this introduction in an A-Z format? 

Every paragraph begins with the next letter of the alphabet.

For example, this one begins with an F and the next one will begin with a G.

Got the picture? Excellent, let’s get on with it. 

Happy Christmas to you all. I am assuming you are reading this at Christmas, though if you had the patience to wait until March it probably would have been cheaper. Too late now I’m afraid, the damage has been done.

Introductions are the perfect place to thank a few people who are key to the success of Pointless.

John Ryan is our awesome series producer. He is the real talent behind the show. Thanks you, as always, John.

Kanye West has also been an inspiration.

Lisa, Pauline, Debbie and Sharon in Make-up and Wardrobe make us look good literally every day, as well as being brilliant gossips and the most prodigious swearers on the team. 

Many thanks also to our incredible crew; the lovely people who come along to the see the show recorded live and, of course, our wonderful contestants.

Nick Shearing is our greatest hero however. As well as being part of an incredible question writing team (more on them later) he has put in a huge amount of work into the book, as he also did last year. Thank you so much Nick! Thanks also to the wonderfully funny Moose Allain for the illustrations, and to our publishers Hodder & Stoughton for being so vague with the word ‘deadline’.

Only 12 more letters to go. This is going better than I expected. Although I still have to do Q, X and Z …

Please enjoy this book responsibly, I don’t want to hear of any cheating and resultant fist fights.

Questions are organised in groups of four, with answers on the next page. This of course, leads to my worries about the cheating, the fist fights and the Boxing Day visits to A&E.

Remember this is the season of goodwill, especially when you find that Uncle Keith, who you foolishly left alone with the book, now has a suspiciously detailed knowledge of Peruvian lakes.

Sometimes people just know stuff about Peruvian lakes. Perhaps he’s been there? Maybe during those 18 months in the 1990s when he was ‘away’ that no one in the family ever speaks about?

Though you’re quite right, he probably has been cheating.

Uncle Keith is a liability, let’s be honest.

Very near the end of the introduction now. 

We hope you enjoy this book as much as we enjoyed writing it. It really has been a pleasure.

Xander and I would also like to thank you so much for watching Pointless and the lovely feedback you give us. It really is the best job in the television world. I would also like to personally thank Xander for having a name beginning with X, which has really got me out of a hole.

You’ll find all sorts of facts in this book, and I promise they won’t all be about Peruvian lakes. It’s probably fitting to end this introduction with one of my favourite facts.

Zebra stripes are like fingerprints, no two are the same. Enjoy the book!


[image: qaart Missing]

Angry angler Alan Allen arranges an array of anchovies in an alcove under an ancient arch.
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A – One of the five options whenever we have a picture round. The other four options are B, C, D and E. Always worth listening out for people saying ‘we’ll go with number A please’, which happens surprisingly often.

Abi and Tracy – I love it when we have pairs of contestants whose names go together, such as Paul–Simon, and Moira–Stuart. I particularly liked it when contestants Abi and Tracy stood next to each other, and their name badges spelled out ‘A bit racy’. This is nothing, however, compared to when our floor manager, Frosty, asked for a round of applause for two losing contestants called Tash and Gail and actually said, ‘A round of applause for Gash and Tail’. That was the least of Frosty’s many crimes, as anyone who has been to a recording will attest. 

Acid Jazz – A category that hung around on our jackpot board for over a year and was never chosen, largely because no-one had a clue what it meant. Those clever backroom boffins changed it to ‘Funky Music’, where it was chosen by Beth and Andy. The question turned out to be ‘Jamiroquai Top 40 Singles’ and Beth and Andy gave us a pointless answer. I am almost certain there is a lesson for life there, though I have no idea what it is.

Alexander Armstrong – The shorter, better-educated of the two Pointless presenters, and really one of the loveliest men you could ever hope to meet. Armstrong lives in a heavily fortified castle in Oxfordshire with his four children and two wives. He is also an actor, a writer, a neurologist, a spy and a decathlete. He has many catchphrases (see Great Contestants).

Answers – (See Questions)

App – The Pointless app is available on phones, tablets and, as far as I know, landlines and via a series of hilltop beacons. I don’t really understand how these things work, but apparently it is very addictive and if you download it, it will seriously affect your productivity for the next month or so.

Applause – When we started Pointless the audience would always applaud when the jackpot amount was revealed. When the jackpot was at its lowest possible point of £1,000, I sometimes felt that this applause was inappropriate. So now the audience only applauds when the jackpot is £2,000 or above. A little TV secret for you there.

Appleson – An entirely made-up word uttered by Bobby Ball, and probably the worst answer ever given on Pointless Celebrities. (For the full story see Mack, Lee)

Armadillo – A good answer, unless the question is, say, Women’s Grand Slam Tennis Winners since 1970, in which case Petra Kvitová would be a better answer.

Azerbaijan – Always the best answer in any round about the Eurovision Song Contest. Also worth remembering that Morocco took part in 1980, the only African country ever to do so.
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We’re looking for any state of the USA whose name ends in the letter ‘A’.


 
 
 



	ALABAMA 	53

	ALASKA 	40

	ARIZONA 	35

	CALIFORNIA 	62

	FLORIDA 	39

	GEORGIA 	12

	INDIANA 	9

	IOWA 	16

	LOUISIANA 	8

	MINNESOTA 	5

	MONTANA 	9

	NEBRASKA 	2

	NEVADA 	23

	NORTH CAROLINA 	12

	NORTH DAKOTA 	8

	OKLAHOMA 	15

	PENNSYLVANIA 	3

	SOUTH CAROLINA 	10

	SOUTH DAKOTA 	3

	VIRGINIA 	14

	WEST VIRGINIA 	5
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We’re going to show you the titles of twelve sculptures, or art installations, together with the year in which they were created. We are looking for the name of the artist who created each of them.

Angel Of The North (1997–1998)

Brillo Soap Pads Box (1964)

David (1501–1504)

The Discus Thrower (460 – 450 BC)

Little Dancer Aged Fourteen (1880 – 1881)

Lobster Telephone (1936)

Orbit (2012)

Mother And Child Divided (1993)

My Bed (1998)

Statue Of Liberty (1886)

Stringed Figure (Curlew), Version II (1956)

Walking Man (1947)
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