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This is for Sir Jeffrey Green,
a jolly good sort and a jolly good sport


INTRODUCTION

This third unexpurgated volume of autobiography written by the notorious turn-of-the-century womanizer Count Johann Gewirtz of Galicia [1869–1958] takes up the young man’s story from the autumn of 1885 when, at the age of sixteen, he was sent to England to complete his schooling at the Harcourt Academy for the Sons of Gentlefolk near Maidenhead, Berkshire.

As readers of Erotic Memoirs Volume 2: Wild Abandon will know, Johann [or ‘Johnny’ as he quickly became known to his contemporaries] counted himself fortunate that the founder and headmaster of Harcourt Academy, Professor Nicholas Grafton St John Austin, ran the school on lines very different to the spartan and often brutal regimes that prevailed in many English boarding schools of the time.

Unlike the headmasters of more famous establishments such as Eton and Harrow, Professor Austin eschewed an over-reliance on Greek and Latin in the classroom curriculum. Instead, as Dr Colin Mallory noted in his foreword to Erotic Memoirs Volume 2: Wild Abandon: ‘From Harcourt Academy’s inception, subjects such as modern languages, mathematics and science were all taught to a high standard. Nor was there too great an emphasis placed upon sport. Participation in team games was encouraged although pupils were given a wide choice of outdoor activities and those who preferred to keep fit through athletics, tennis and even golf were able to do so. Corporal punishment was never used but those who broke school rules were given “community service” tasks such as weeding the flower beds in Professor Austin’s beloved garden.’

Young Johnny Gewirtz and his fellow pupils thrived at Harcourt Academy. Indeed, in reply to a query from the Countess of Warwick [one of his favourite mistresses whose favours he shared with the Prince of Wales] some twenty years later, he commented: My dear Daisy, I would strongly recommend that you send your son to this excellent school. Not simply because I enjoyed my three years there. Nor even on account of the fact that many fine scholars and sportsmen have been educated by Professor Austin and his dedicated staff but because the Academy is run on sound liberal principles and its former pupils see themselves as heirs to the best British traditions of fair play, honesty and tolerance of nonconformity.

Although he returned to Austria to complete his education at the University of Vienna, where he was awarded a first-class Honours degree in History and Political Philosophy, Johnny retained an abiding affection for the British way of life. After succeeding to his title in 1891 he purchased a town house in Green Street, Mayfair, and stayed in London for the Summer Season, becoming a well-known and popular young man-about-town and forming close friendships with other members of the jeunesse dorée. His first visit to a luncheon of the Cremornite fraternity – ostensibly a gentlemen’s dining club but in reality a raffish group of pleasure-seeking hedonists – is included in this book which records his adolescent sexual forays in explicit detail.

In a short time Johnny gained a noted reputation as an infamous libertine all over Europe – for this was a golden age of luxurious journeys by railway and steamship. The new ease of travel was a boon for wealthy cosmopolitans like Count Gewirtz, the Portugese diplomat the Marquis de Soveral and the Italian banker and connoisseur Vittorio Volpe. To quote the eminent historian, A.J.P. Taylor: A man could travel across the length and breadth of the Continent without a passport. He could settle in a foreign country without legal formalities . . . every currency was as good as gold . . . private property was everywhere secure.

However, the stories in this book relate to our author’s teenage years at the Harcourt Academy. He writes with complete candour and these uncensored memoirs show that beneath the Victorian veneer of strait-laced rectitude and puritanical prudery lay an enthusiastic appetite for a wide variety of sensual pleasures.

Some readers may be surprised at the high jinks Johnny and his chum Duncan Mackenzie-Newsome enjoyed during their weekend at Lord and Lady Rockway’s country house. But many members of the aristocracy paid only lip service to the repressive morality propounded by the Establishment for the benefit of the general population. There was often much to-ing and fro-ing between the bedrooms at these weekend parties for many of the rambling old mansions might have been especially designed for late-night sexual liaisons between the guests.

Be that as it may, Johnny’s youthful escapades are described with some style. He recounts with a zestful glee the delights afforded him by such frisky females as Imogen Ridgeworth, the sensual daughter of the school’s senior science master and Nancy, Jenny and Beth, three lusty young maids-of-all-work at Harcourt Academy.

Not surprisingly at a time when oral sex was frowned upon as an aberration, he and his pals are especially thrilled by Imogen Ridgeworth’s skill at fellatio. On the other hand, they show little interest in flagellation, le vice anglais, although Johnny does record how he spanked an insatiable young chambermaid’s bare bottom during a brief stay in a London hotel.

However, the good-natured youth never attempted to harass or bully a girl into his bed. In a later section of his diaries he acknowledges that when a girl says ‘no’ she means ‘no’ and when confronted by a refusal by Lady Danielle Rockway, Johnny accepts her wishes without demur.

On the other hand, the Gewirtz motto was clearly that there was never any harm in trying! When chastised in a letter by the Prince of Wales for his unsuccessful attempt at seducing the ravishing Russian ballerina Natasha Kantorowski, our hero shrugged off the criticism. He wrote back to the Prince, a man noted throughout European Society for his robust sexual energy: I see no harm in finding out whether at least one has a chance of success in capturing one’s prey so long as the hunt is conducted with delicate refinement. As the Roman poet Ovid remarked, whether they give or refuse, women always like to be asked! And I recall Your Royal Highness quoting with approval your English poet Pope’s ‘Moral Essay’ in which he writes:


Men, some to business, some to pleasure take;

But every woman is at heart a rake.



Erotic Memoirs of a Lusty Victorian Rake was written by Count Gewirtz at his villa on the French Riviera during his long convalescence from a severe bout of pneumonia in the early months of 1911. Interestingly enough, he made no financial gain from its publication because he donated all his royalties to Sir Michael Glyn, a raffish English friend living in Monte Carlo who had fallen on hard times.

This turned out to be a most generous gesture because Erotic Memoirs quickly became an international sub rosa bestseller. Sales of the English language edition alone [the book was also successfully published in French, Spanish and German] topped ninety thousand copies in less than a year.

The lively narrative excels in its detailed accounts of a myriad of sexual adventures. Without doubt, this third uncensored selection of Count Gewirtz’s diaries exposes the rich seam of bawdy sensuality that lurked beneath the hypocritical outbursts about ‘The Sins of the Flesh’. All lovers of gallant literature will thoroughly enjoy his unashamed erotic confessions that in no small way illuminate the secret lives of our great-grandfathers.

The memoirs of the raunchy cosmopolitan Count also provide fresh evidence for the social historian. His diaries show that a hundred years ago there existed a small but vocal minority who refused to accept the stifling sexual manners and mores of the era.

Felix Lempert

Shaftesbury

March 2012


The sublime and the ridiculous are

often so nearly related that it is difficult

to class them separately. One step above

the sublime makes the ridiculous;

and one step above the ridiculous

makes the sublime again

Thomas Paine [1737–1809]

OPS/images/cover.jpg
Volume 3: Saucy Schooldays

« ANONYMOUS -





OPS/images/logo.jpg
H

HODDER &
STOUGHTON





