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About the author

A bestselling crime writer, Andrew Taylor has also worked as a boatbuilder, wages clerk, librarian, labourer and publisher’s reader. He has written many prize-winning crime novels and thrillers, including the William Dougal crime series, the Lydmouth crime series and the ground-breaking Roth Trilogy. Andrew Taylor lives with his wife in the Forest of Dean, on the borders of England and Wales.

To find out more, visit Andrew’s website, 

www.andrew-taylor.co.uk.
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For A.J.T.


AUTHOR’S NOTE

The title comes from poem xvi in A Shropshire Lad by A. E. Housman. All chapter epigraphs are taken, with permission, from the Lydmouth Gazette.


THE PRINCIPAL CHARACTERS

JILL FRANCIS – a journalist on the Lydmouth Gazette

RICHARD THORNHILL – Detective Inspector

EDITH THORNHILL – his wife; DAVID and ELIZABETH their children

BRIAN KIRBY – Detective Sergeant

P.C. PORTER – Lydmouth Division, Uniform Branch

CHARLOTTE WEMYSS-BROWN – owner of the Lydmouth Gazette

MARY SUTTON – detective novelist; wife of the vicar of St John’s

FRINTON – manager of the Bull Hotel

MR QUALE – factotum at the Bull Hotel

JOAN DAVIES – a chambermaid at the Bull Hotel

MR and MRS WEALD – guests at the Bull Hotel

LAWRENCE JORDAN – an actor

BERNARD SANDLEIGH – Headmaster of Ashbridge School

VERA SANDLEIGH – his wife

DOROTHY, JUNE and PETER SANDLEIGH – their children

WALTON – a sixth former at Ashbridge School

HUBERT PAXFORD – the groundsman at Ashbridge School

NEVILLE ROCKFIELD – a master at Ashbridge School

KATHLEEN ROCKFIELD – his wife

MERVYN CARRICK – a master at Ashbridge School

LES CARRICK – his brother; of Moat Farm

DILYS CARRICK – wife of Les Carrick

UMBERTO NERINI – a farm labourer

FRED SWAYNE – Police Sergeant, of Ashbridge

MEG SWAYNE – his aunt; landlady of the Beaufort Arms, Ashbridge
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