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Praise for The Yellow Birds

‘Powers’ poetic gifts render the experience of Americans in Iraq with great emotional intensity. War has been a subject of literature ever since The Iliad. The best books transcend their time and circumstances to say something enduring and truthful about war itself. The Yellow Birds belongs in that category.’
Philip Caputo, author of A Rumor of War

‘The most recent war is much like the most ancient, torn bodies, cracked psyches, the emotional roundelay of pride, pain, confusion and sorrow. In The Yellow Birds, Kevin Powers has delivered an exceptional novel from the war in Iraq, written in clean, evocative prose, lyric and graphic, in assured rhythms, a story for today and tomorrow and the next.’
Daniel Woodrell, author of Winter’s Bone

‘We haven’t just been waiting for a great novel to come out of the Iraq War, our 21st century Vietnam; we have also been waiting for something more important, a work of art that illuminates our flawed and complex and striving humanity behind all such wars. At last we have both in Kevin Powers’ The Yellow Birds.’
Robert Olen Butler, author of A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain

‘Kevin Powers’ The Yellow Birds is written with an intensity which is deeply compelling; every moment, every memory, every object, every move, is conjured up with a fierce and exact concentration and sense of truth. The music of his prose has an exquisite mixture of control and then release which mirrors the action of the book, and the psychological and physical pressures under which the characters are placed.’
Colm Tóibín, author of Brooklyn

‘So heartfelt and so good that it not only reaffirms the power of fiction to tell the truth about the unspeakable, but also asks serious questions of a generation of writers – myself included – who have thus far avoided addressing these disastrous wars directly. Reading The Yellow Birds I became certain that I was in the presence of a text that will win plaudits, become a classic, and hold future narratives of the war to a higher standard. Impeccably structured and told with the poetry of a master, I often had to put the book down, close my eyes and savour the depth of the writing. Comparisons with Hemingway will be inevitable because of the brevity and economical style, and with Cormac McCarthy because of the author’s talent for landscape. But Powers builds on this literary foundation to create a style of his own. He writes without hauteur, and his insights into the post-traumatic condition have a degree of sharpness that frequently subvert the classical mode of his storytelling and leave the reader with heart hammering. This is a superb literary achievement. I urge everyone to read it.’
Chris Cleave, author of The Other Hand

‘Compelling, brilliantly written, and heart-breakingly true, The Yellow Birds belongs in the same category as Tim O’Brien’s The Things They Carried and Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the Dead. Thus far the definitive novel of our long wars in the Middle East; this book is certain to be read and taught for generations to come.’

Philipp Meyer, author of American Rust

‘The Yellow Birds is the story of a man drowning. The brutal clamour of war is silent next to the anger, fear and guilt of the hero as he tries to process what it is he’s part of and what it is he’s become. Kevin Powers has conjured a poetic and devastating account of war’s effect on the individual.’
Damian Lewis, star of Homeland and Band of Brothers

‘This is a novel I’ve been waiting for. The Yellow Birds is born from experience and rendered with compassion and intelligence. All of us owe Kevin Powers our heartfelt gratitude.’
Alice Sebold, author of The Lovely Bones

‘The Yellow Birds is a superb novel. Call it a war novel or a first novel or whatever you’d like. Powers has created a powerful work of art that captures the complexity and life-altering realities of combat service. This book will endure. Read it and then put it way up on that high rare shelf alongside Ernest Hemingway and Tim O’Brien.’
Anthony Swofford, author of Jarhead

‘Harrowing, inexplicably beautiful, and utterly, urgently necessary.’
Ann Patchett, author of State of Wonder

‘The Yellow Birds is the All Quiet on the Western Front of America’s Arab Wars.’
Tom Wolfe, author of The Bonfire of the Vanities
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For my wife




A yellow bird

With a yellow bill

Was perched upon

My windowsill

I lured him in

With a piece of bread

And then I smashed

His fucking head . . .

—Traditional U.S. Army Marching Cadence

To be ignorant of evils to come, and forgetfull of evils past, is a mercifull provision in nature, whereby we digest the mixture of our few and evil dayes, and our delivered senses not relapsing into cutting remembrances, our sorrows are not kept raw by the edge of repetitions.

— Sir Thomas Browne
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‘Deeply compelling’

' y CoImT0|bm
L Lo T
o N

lnexpllcably beautlful’
_Ann ratchett .{'~-





