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About the Author

Allan Prior wrote twenty novels and countless television and radio scripts. Best known as a founder-writer of the BBC’s famous Z-Cars, he was twice awarded Crime Writers’ Association Daggers. He died at the age of 84 in June 2006.
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Author’s Note

The Charmer is dedicated to the memory of Patrick Hamilton, who began the story of Ralph Gorse but never finished it. Since I first read The West Pier and Mr Stimpson and Mr Gorse – novels by Patrick Hamilton which dealt with Gorse’s boyhood and early life – I have wondered how he would have ended the story, if he had lived. Sadly, Patrick Hamilton died some years ago, and it was not until last year that I took up my pen and finished the story of Ralph Gorse. Originally, I wrote it as a drama serial for London Weekend Television, but Patrick Hamilton was a novelist, he wrote about Gorse in prose, and somehow I did not feel that the story of Gorse was really ended, really over, until it was set up in print. I only hope that Patrick Hamilton would have liked what I have done, but I have no way of knowing! I have to leave the final judgement, as I am sure he would gladly have done, to the reader.

Allan Prior.
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