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Bestselling novelist Malcolm Macdonald was born in Gloucestershire in 1932. After thirteen years as a non-fiction writer he turned to the richly-documented and compulsive historical novels for which he has been named the ‘natural successor to the late Ronald Delderfield’. He lives with his wife in Ireland.
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to

Axel and Ebba

Count and Countess Hamilton

friends through and through


Love is

a time of enchantment:

in it all days are fair and all fields

green. Youth is blest by it,

old age made benign:

the eyes of love see

roses blooming in December,

and sunshine through rain. Verily

is the time of true-love

a time of enchantment — and

Oh! how eager is woman

to be bewitched!


Part One

The View from Katarina
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