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He made a sudden movement towards her and caught her in his arms. He felt the warmth of her body as she lay unresisting against him, the scent of her golden hair which had always stirred him. He had grown to love her fragile, child-like beauty. It had seemed sad and sweet. It called for a man’s tenderness. But tonight he knew nothing but passion. The passion of a man who had been cheated and sought retribution.

He felt her shudder in his arms, heard her give a muffled sob. He stretched out a hand and turned out the little oil-lamp. Through the shuttered windows, a shaft of moonlight slanted across the floor. Outside, the velvet beauty of the blue Mediterranean night enclosed the white house.

Toni put a hand against his mouth.

‘Nick,’ she said, ‘for heaven’s sake –’

‘Heaven doesn’t come into this,’ he said and closed her lips with a kiss. ‘Only hell …’
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‘You have chosen and clung to the

Chance they sent you

Life sweet as perfume …

But will it now one day in

Heaven repent you?’

‘Triumph of Time’

SWINBURNE.
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