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Jim said, ‘Are you jealous of her, Alison?’

‘Me? Why should I be jealous of Roberta?’

‘Because you’re engaged to me and can’t . . .’ He fashioned a diffident gesture with his hand.

‘Can’t what?’ said Alison.

‘Compete, I suppose.’

‘Compete over some Irish bloke? I thought you knew me better than that,’ Alison said. ‘I’ve enough to do on Gilmorehill without becoming involved in silly mating games.’

‘I’m not so sure they are silly. Mating games, I mean.’

‘Jim Abbott! I’m surprised at you.’

Deliberately he stretched out his foot and pushed the door closed. He leaned across the bed, put his arm about her, drew her to him and kissed her. He felt her stiffen. He wondered if he had overdone it, if he had roused her resentment. In fact he had no clear indicator as to what she felt towards him any more . . .

He could not pursue her. He could only wait, wait with dreadful and uncertain patience for her to emerge again.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE

All characters in this novel are fictitious. Any resemblance to members of staff or students, past or present, of Glasgow University and its attendant teaching hospitals is purely coincidental.
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