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Not to us, O Lord, not to us
but to your name be the glory,
because of your love and faithfulness.

(Psalm 115:1)


Foreword by Ernest Paddon

We could not have known when Dr Kendall was invited to preach for us in February 1976 that here was our minister for the next twenty-five years.

His name was suggested to me. I had never heard of him, but in consultation with the deacons and Dr Lloyd-Jones it was agreed he should be asked for a Sunday. He did not seem over-excited at the prospect but said he would come.

We had been in an interregnum for three years and could see no leading towards a future pastor. Dr Kendall was well received and his ministry appreciated. He came again and it was then that we asked him to consider preaching for a six-month period. We had had different preachers every week for three years and felt the need for consecutive preaching. Dr Kendall was completing his DPhil at Oxford and had promised his family, who were homesick, that they would soon be returning to America. However, with persuasion he did agree.

We were all very impressed and challenged by his series on Jonah, and as the six months proceeded we increasingly felt that he was the right man. He too became likewise convicted. He therefore agreed that his name should go before the church. There was an almost unanimous call.

I have been privileged to sit under his ministry for the whole of that period. It has been a vital part of my Christian walk with the challenge to tithe, pray more and to evangelise. I would never have become a Scripture reader if he had not been concerned about reaching the soldiers in Wellington Barracks when it was rebuilt.

He has changed – and so have we. He truly has practised what he has preached. He has sought to reach every type of person and shown increasing patience and love to difficult people. Sometimes too patient! He has always shown himself to be open and honest. There have been difficulties but also many blessings. He has been faithful in his commitment to Pilot Lights, only encouraging us to do what he himself was willing to do.

Dr Kendall is a man of great authority and leadership. He has an amazing knowledge of the Scriptures and a willingness to deal with any verse in the passage preached, however difficult it might be. I can never remember hearing a sermon which did not bless me. He was able to preach on familiar verses with a new emphasis or meaning.

Dr Kendall has not only been a wonderful pastor but to me a counsellor and friend, and I will greatly miss him. My prayer is that this book will be a blessing to all who read it and that many would understand more of this truly great man. I thoroughly recommend it.

Ernest H. Paddon

Member of the Chapel since 1946

Deacon since 1960

Church Secretary 1970–1990


Foreword by Bill Reynolds

I first spoke with Dr Kendall in September 1978: I was between churches but didn’t want to travel twenty-five miles to church. He replied, ‘Is twenty-five miles too far to travel to get your soul fed?’ Needless to say I began travelling back to the Chapel and have been there ever since, but now live only eight miles away.

To sit under the ministry of R.T. has been a real privilege and I don’t think anyone could regularly listen to his preaching without it becoming life-changing; it demands that one should seek to live a more Christ-like life. I have often wondered if this is one reason why some people do not stay longer at the Chapel, but move on.

R.T.’s preaching has always been borne out of experience, not dry dusty academic study. A preaching that is from the heart and shows he knows how people really feel. Preaching that scratches where people itch and makes them want a closer walk with Jesus. His prayers are special, too, especially Sunday mornings, when they regularly make one feel as if he knows one’s exact situation.

But in addition to R.T.’s preaching and teaching has been the immense privilege we have had to hear and meet some of God’s more unusual sovereign vessels from over the Atlantic: Billy Graham, Arthur Blessitt, Paul Cain, John Arnott, Randy Clark, Rodney Howard-Browne, Charles Carrin and Jack Taylor, who have all had a notable and significant influence on the life and direction of the Chapel in the last fifteen years.

Some evangelicals believe that R.T. in his pursuit of the glory of God has gone too far, but most of them do not know the heart of this man. Although he wears his heart on his sleeve, I have believed and said to others for many years that the only extreme that R.T. has is that of balance. R.T. has been his own man, he has made and kept friends from all spectrums of evangelical Christianity and has not been constrained by any one theological tradition. I believe this has been his genius, and God has blessed his ministry as a result.

This book only traces the rainbow. His preaching on ‘total forgiveness’ means that you will not see the clouds and rain that gave this rainbow its beauty. I count it an honour to be a friend of R.T. and I commend this book to you.

Bill Reynolds

Member since 1978

Deacon since 1985

Church Secretary from September 1990


Preface

Dr Jim Packer begins the Foreword of his classic work Knowing God with these words: ‘As clowns yearn to play Hamlet, so I have wanted to write a treatise on God. This book, however, is not it.’ Dr Packer’s statement describes my own feelings about writing my memoirs; this book, therefore, is not that. It is but very selected accounts of twenty-five years of life at Westminster Chapel. I could have written a book four times this size!

I did not come to the title In Pursuit of His Glory overnight. A half-dozen titles had been settled on over eight or nine months of struggling. But after several discussions with my deacons and friends, I came to the present title for two reasons. First, it best describes my twenty-five years at Westminster Chapel. Second, it has served as a built-in warning system to be doubly sure I do not write anything – as best as I can tell – that is not designed to bring glory to God. I only know that dozens and dozens of pages have had to be shredded that I might have initially wanted in the book.

This book is ‘not a success story’, as David Coffey candidly put it to me. For this reason I can only be thankful that my publisher would take it on. I have never really got over being called to be the minister of Westminster Chapel. My vacuum cleaner days gave me such a deep sense of inferiority and unworthiness that I still am in awe that I have had this privilege. And then to be allowed to write up an account of this era is almost overwhelming. I can only say that God has been incredibly good to me.

I want to thank my friends who have read the manuscript and who have been extremely helpful. My debt to Rob Parsons, Lyndon Bowring and Robert Amess is so profound that I blush to think what this book would be like apart from them. They have removed their names from the manuscript countless times but I have put them back in when I felt it was right to do so. I hope they will forgive me for this. I thank Julia Fisher for her encouragement, as well as members of the Chapel such as Ernie and Margaret Paddon and Bill Reynolds. I am so honoured that Ernie and Bill would write Forewords. You will see how fortunate I am to have people like this over the years to support me.

I thank my editor David Moloney for his penetrating insights and Charles Nettleton, Managing Director of Hodder, for the key role he has played. Jean Whitnall of Hodder also has given helpful comments. My new (the third and last) secretary Beryl Grogan has typed every word and has worked lovingly and laboriously on this for an entire year. My thanks to my assistant Brian Reed (my fifth and last) who both read the manuscript and compiled the lists of my books and sermons over the last twenty-five years and the index.

My deepest thanks are to my wife Louise, my best friend and best critic. How I thank God for a wife who has stood by me faithfully during these difficult twenty-five years. These years have been harder for her and our children – T.R. and Missy – than for me. Their reward at the Judgment Seat of Christ will infinitely surpass any I may receive. We never knew – or ever dreamed – that our arrival at London’s Heathrow Airport on 1 September 1973 would find us living in England for the next twenty-eight and a half years. Returning to America after having had the awesome privilege to live in our Mother Country will not be easy. To all our friends in Britain, I say: ‘I thank God every time I remember you’ (Philippians 1:3). You are the best and dearest friends we ever had.

R.T. Kendall

Westminster Chapel

London, July 2001


Chronology



	1 September 1973
	Arrived in England to pursue a DPhil at Oxford



	Third Sunday, February 1976
	Preached at Westminster Chapel for the first time



	Third Sunday, September 1976
	Preached at Westminster Chapel for the second time



	16 December 1976
	Successful viva (oral exam) at Oxford



	1 February 1977
	Began my ministry at Westminster Chapel



	1 March 1981
	Death of Dr Martyn Lloyd-Jones



	May 1982
	Arthur Blessitt preached every Sunday night



	June 1982
	Pilot Lights born; began giving an appeal



	6 May 1984
	Visit of Billy Graham



	16 January 1985
	Historic church meeting



	October 1990
	Met Paul Cain



	October 1992
	Word and Spirit Conference at Wembley



	October 1992
	Began the School of Theology



	January 1995
	Louise impacted by the ministry of Rodney Howard-Browne



	October 1995
	‘Toronto Blessing’ came to Westminster Chapel



	May to November 1999
	Partnership with Holy Trinity Brompton



	19 October 2000
	T.R.’s and Annette’s wedding, leading to Melissa’s return to the Chapel



	15 June 2001
	Word, Spirit and Power Conference



	1 February 2002
	End of my twenty-five years of ministry at Westminster Chapel
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