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  From the writer of Words of Life

Faith Journey

It is wonderful to share with you, as together we fellowship in this communion with God each day in his Word. Over a period of three years we are exploring the entire Bible, seeing how God spoke to people many years ago and how he still speaks to us today. The overall theme for 2012 is ‘Faith’. This edition looks specifically to our ‘Faith Journey’.

We open with a series on prayer. Prayer feeds us, nourishes us. It’s our daily conversation with God which strengthens us and gives wisdom for everyday life. We move from this into the book of Joshua, as the children of Israel claim the Promised Land – with God as their leader. Years later, the chosen people ask for a king. Following King Saul, David takes the throne – and they have for many years a glorious united kingdom, seen in 1 and 2 Samuel. But, because of human weakness, the kingdom begins to fall apart – as well as David’s own family. Yet through it all, David draws even closer to God.

After exile, the Israelites return to Jerusalem under the leadership of Ezra to reconstruct their homeland and their lives. Then, in the book of Job, we explore one of the most profound questions of life: human suffering.

In the New Testament, Matthew unveils the life of Jesus and God’s wonderful redemptive story; we also get a glimpse into the opening chapters of John’s Gospel. Moving into the book of Acts, we see the spreading of the gospel and the beginning of the new Church. Our guest writer for this edition is Major Sasmoko Hertjahjo, from Indonesia, who leads us through a series relating to Pentecost.

Looking at various psalms, proverbs and hymns, we recognise how God touches our lives, wanting to work in and through us daily.

The words of life are found in God’s Word, to enhance and solidify our faith journey as we walk daily with the Lord. May God richly bless you as you join the journey, meditating upon his Word in holy and divine fellowship.

Beverly Ivany

Toronto, Canada


Abbreviations



	AB

	Amplified Bible © 1965 Zondervan.




	HCSB

	Holman Christian Standard Bible © 1999, 2000, 2002, 2003, 2009 Holman Bible Publishers.




	KJV

	King James Version (Authorised Version).




	MSG

	The Message, Eugene H. Peterson. © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group.




	NASB

	New American Standard Bible © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.




	NEB

	New English Bible © 1961, 1970 Oxford University Press.




	NKJV

	New King James Bible © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




	NLT

	New Living Translation © 1996, 1998 Tyndale House Publishers.




	NRSV

	New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicised Edition © 1989, 1995 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All rights reserved.




	SASB

	The Song Book of The Salvation Army © 1986 The General of The Salvation Army.
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