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From the writer of Words of Life

First of all, I want so say it is a great honour and privilege to be the new writer for this devotional book. I sense already that God wants to bring both inspiration and encouragement through these writings, as we look into his Word each day. During the next three years we will be surveying each book of the Bible, as well as many topical subjects relevant for today’s world. The overall theme for 2012 is ‘Faith’. This edition looks at ‘Faith in Action’.

We begin with the creation account and humankind’s beginnings in Genesis. From there we move to the book of Exodus and see how Moses’ faith brought the Hebrew people from bondage in Egypt across the Red Sea. After forty years of wandering, they finally arrive at Mount Sinai – receiving the Ten Commandments. Each commandment has its implication for twenty-first-century Christians, as we strive to live lives that are holy and pleasing to God. Moses then recounts the Hebrews’ history in the opening chapters of Deuteronomy, in order to strengthen the people’s faith.

In the New Testament we reflect upon the lives of the disciples, seeing how their faith was challenged into action as they responded individually to God’s call upon their lives. When God calls us, how do we respond? Are we always willing to obey? Do we trust him completely with our lives? It’s so important to learn from those who have gone before us.

Each Saturday we look at either one of the Psalms or a proverb. Although written hundreds of years ago, they still are applicable for today, helping us to put our lives into perspective and in alignment with God’s will for each of us. On Sundays we look to a church hymn or a song out of The Salvation Army’s songbook. These are rich in theology and inspirational in the way they speak to the heart.

Our guest writer for this edition – Captain Mal Davies, from Australia – looks at a variety of choruses used for both young and old. He then leads us helpfully into Passion Week.

God’s Word encourages us to put our faith into action. He wants us to be used as his instruments in a world that is in such desperate need of Christ – the resurrected Lamb of God.

May God richly bless you as you meet daily with him in sweet communion.

Beverly Ivany
Toronto, Canada 
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SUNDAY 1 JANUARY

HEBREWS 13:15–16

New Year Beauty

Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise – the fruit of lips that confess his name (v. 15).

 

For the beauty of the earth, For the beauty of the skies,
For the love which from our birth, Over and around us lies,
Father, unto thee we raise This our sacrifice of praise. (SASB 28)

Today marks the beginning of a brand new year. Our hearts want to sing for joy – not only at God’s magnificent creation which surrounds us, but also in anticipation of all that’s to come in this year for each one of us.

We want to bring ‘our sacrifice of praise’ to our Lord and Saviour, just for who he is. How can we praise him? We can certainly praise him in song – by singing from the depths of our being. We blend our voices with his, in adoration and thanksgiving for a new year; for health, family, and friends; for creation itself. As the hymn by F. S. Pierpoint states:

 

For the mystic harmony Linking sense to sound and sight.

(v. 3)

Giving praise to God can be done through the reading of Scripture, as we continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise (v. 15).

Praise can also be given through prayer. It is mysterious how God hears our praises and accepts them as our gift-offering to him. Enjoying his creation, enjoying his very presence pleases him.

Finally, we can praise him by loving him, and loving one another. It is interesting how the author of this song speaks of love in reference to gentleness of thought (v. 4): to be gentle in our approach to others; to embrace this wonderful fruit of the Spirit in our interactions – spoken or unspoken. Beauty in its truest sense.

Let us be a thankful people this year, living in a spirit of praise in all we say and do. May we daily give to God our sacrifice of praise.

 

For each perfect gift of thine To our race so freely given,
Graces human and divine, Flowers of earth and buds of Heaven,
Father, unto thee we raise This our sacrifice of praise.

(v. 5)


MONDAY 2 JANUARY

GENESIS 1:1,2; PSALM 24:1,2

The Beginning

In the beginning God … (v. 1).

Beginnings are exciting! They are filled with such anticipation and expectation. Yet when we think of the beginning of time, the beginning of the world as we know it now, it’s mind-boggling! It’s mysterious, and beyond our human capacity to comprehend. The notion, the fact of God having always been, having always existed is virtually incomprehensible.

Creation of the world is fundamental to our faith. In fact it is the foundation of all Scripture, basic to its authority and authenticity. For God is supreme; above all, in all, through all. He also cares for you, for me, with a passion.

The beginning of a new life is beautiful; or the beginning of two lives joined in marriage. One could even say the beginning of a new job or new ministry appointment is energising. So is the beginning of a new year. With new beginnings comes the expectation and anticipation of something good and wonderful. What will today look like? Or tomorrow? What does God have in store for me?

In 1796 the masterful composer, Joseph Haydn, began work on his oratorio, The Creation. This was a profound act of faith on his part, being a deeply religious man. When he finished this particular work, two years after its commencement, he remarked that it was the most devout piece of work he had ever written. The act of creation was fundamental to his faith, thus he hoped his work would somehow change the way people thought of God in a positive and affirming way. The Creation was, indeed, a testimony to his faith.

Our faith tells us God is the source of creation. We are not here by chance. We are not just part of some unfeeling ‘big bang’ force. We are part of God’s magnificent creation which is both intimate and extremely personal. It is, in fact, beyond our imagination.

In the beginning … God. The Creator of the universe chose you, and me, from the beginning of time. Let us, at the commencement of this new year, express our love and deep adoration to him.


TUESDAY 3 JANUARY

GENESIS 1:1,2; PSALM 8:1–5

Heaven and Earth

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth (v. 1).

Creation is indeed a miracle. It is beyond our finite comprehension. C. S. Lewis says in his book Miracles:

 

I do not maintain that God’s creation of nature can be proved as
rigorously as God’s existence, but it seems to me overwhelmingly
probable, so probable that no one who approached the question with
an open mind would very seriously entertain any other hypothesis. In
fact one seldom meets people who have grasped the existence of a
supernatural God and yet deny that he is Creator.1

True, we cannot scientifically prove God’s creative power. But by faith Christians believe he always was, and is, and will be. We also believe he is the Creator and still continues to create.

We are part of Earth, strategically placed in the colossal solar system. Our solar system is part of the vast Milky Way galaxy – containing, we are told, 300 to 400 billion stars. How many galaxies are there in the universe? Astronomers tell us there are roughly 100 to 200 billion of them, each with hundreds of billions of stars.

Humbling! Although it is hard to comprehend, even with our God-given intellectual capacity, faith encourages us to believe that our God and Creator, who flung all those stars into space, and who splashed both the heavens and Earth with its beautiful hues, loves us – more than we could ever imagine.

In God’s creative plan, he made provision for us to have a relationship with him – fellowship. Also to have a deep connection to one another, and creation itself. God is the fount of life. The universe, the heavens and Earth, have purpose and meaning. This is why we are here – to worship God, to enjoy and care for Earth, and to share God’s good news with others.

As we daily seek his sense of meaning for our lives, God will continue to illumine each of us. May we continue to fulfil this mission of reaching out to others, telling them of both his creative and redemptive power. What a God we serve! What a God we adore and love!
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