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Meet the author

I have been an enthusiast of the classical world since my early teenage school years in Wales when I first encountered the Romans and their language. I survived the kinaesthetic methods of my teacher who used to hurl books and wooden board rubbers at her pupils’ heads, and was hooked on Latin for life.

My family moved to Blackpool in 1975 where I attended Blackpool Collegiate Grammar School. After doing O-levels in 1978 I concentrated on Latin, Greek and Ancient History for A-level and, following in the footsteps of my inspiring teacher, went to Exeter College, Oxford where I obtained a BA in Literae Humaniores (Classics) in 1984 and, after a break in teaching, a doctorate in Greek Tragedy in 1995.

I have taught classical subjects at various schools and tutorial colleges since 1984 and have been Head of Classics at Sevenoaks School in Kent and The Leys School in Cambridge. I have been teaching part-time at St Mary’s School in Cambridge since 2008.

In addition to teaching, I write scripts for sketches, plays and short films and I am the co-author, with C.G. Oakley, of a comic novel The Legend of Perseus (Byronic Books 1989).


1: Only got a minute?

Latin is the language used by the ancient Romans whose city, traditionally founded in 753 BCE, grew to dominate the Mediterranean and, at its height, most of Europe, including Britain, until the fifth century CE.

As a result of this political domination Latin became a common European tongue and was still used as the formal language of administration, scholarship, the law, the church, medicine and science for centuries after the Roman empire declined. Indeed, Latin is alive today, from mottoes to gardening and from joke books to the news on the internet. Latin’s continued usefulness lies not only in its logical structure and conciseness of expression, but also in the fact that its paneuropean history has made it the basis of the Romance languages: Italian, French, Provençal (Occitan), Spanish, Catalan, Galician, Portuguese, Romansch and Romanian.

Of equal value to historians and linguists, a knowledge of Latin will also be of great use to students of literature, as the cultural impact of Roman writers can be traced through the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the Enlightenment and the Romantic Movement.

Learning Latin is fun. As languages go it has only a small number of irregular forms and many of the words are recognizable as there is usually at least one English word derived from every Latin word. The main difference between English and Latin is that Latin is an inflected language (like German and Russian) which means that the meaning or use of a word can be altered by changing its ending. One result of this is that Latin word order is not the same as English word order, but more like Yoda’s from Star Wars: multum hilaritatis erit = much of fun it will be (i.e. it will be a lot of fun).


10: Only got ten minutes?

The Latin language developed in and around the city of Rome in the area of Italy called Latium (modern Lazio). The city’s tradition is that it was founded by king Romulus in 753 BCE and proved a successful place of refuge which attracted exiles, refugees and political dissidents from the surrounding regions.

In 510 BCE (traditional date), the Romans expelled their kings and established a republic ruled by two consuls, elected annually. Under this invigorated republic the Romans eventually came to dominate not only their neighbours but the entire Italian peninsula, challenging other powers in the Mediterranean, notably Carthage (in modern Tunisia) in the West and the Greek states in the East. By 146 BCE, with destruction of Carthage and Corinth, the Romans had become masters of the Mediterranean. With no other enemies in sight, the Romans turned on each other and the republic destroyed itself in a series of brutal civil wars until Augustus became master of the Roman world after his defeat of Antony and Cleopatra at the Battle of Actium in 31 BCE. Thereafter the Roman world was ruled by emperors, a regime known as the Principate.

The empire reached its height in the first decade of the second century CE under the emperor Trajan. Facing sociopolitical pressures from within and geopolitical pressures from without, in 285 BCE the Roman world was divided under Diocletian into the Western and Eastern empires, centred on Rome and Byzantium (later Constantinople, now Istanbul) respectively. Christianity was legalized by Constantine in 313 CE and soon became the official state religion. The Western empire finally collapsed in 476 and the last significant Roman from the East, the jurist and emperor Justinian, died in 565.

The Romans left behind not only the infrastructure of empire, notably roads and civic settlements and institutions, but also an immense cultural legacy whose influence is still felt strongly today. Their language endured and continued, with variations, to be used as a common European tongue until the Enlightenment as well as forming the basis of the Romance languages.

The remains of Classical Latin literature which have survived are as old as the third century BCE. Much of the best Latin owes an enormous amount to the literary influences of the Greeks. The surviving literature can be (roughly) divided into early, which includes the comedies of Plautus and Terence (220–160 BCE); the Ciceronian (or early golden) age 80–43 BCE, including Cicero, Caesar, Sallust, Lucretius and Catullus; the Augustan (or late golden) age 43 BCE–14 CE, including Virgil, Horace, Ovid and Livy and the silver age 14–120 CE including Seneca, Pliny, Tacitus, Juvenal, Lucan, Martial and Statius.

Vulgar Latin, or colloquial Latin, was the the Latin spoken by ordinary people, rather than written by authors. Only a few examples of it survive in written form, from ‘low’ literature, e.g in the comedies of Plautus and Terence and in Petronius’ Cena Trimalchionis. Vulgar Latin developed in different forms in the culturally diverse provinces of the empire and eventually became the basis of the Romance languages Italian, French, Provençal (Occitan), Spanish, Catalan, Galician, Portuguese, Romansch and Romanian. Vocabulary, pronounciation and grammar changed, to suit the region, while the neuter gender and the system of case endings was lost. Word order came to resemble what we now use in English. Even a cursory comparison of basic words in the Romance languages shows a clear debt to Latin.

Medieval Latin is the term used for the version of the language which was used by educated people for scholarly, legal, literary, scientific, administrative and theological purposes during the Middle Ages. Spelling and pronouciation differ from Classical Latin. The collection of poems Carmina Burana is written in Medieval Latin, as are the works of the Venerable Bede and the scholar Roger Bacon.

The most obvious example of Latin’s continued survival since the ancient world, and of its use in a daily, modern context, has been the Ecclestiastical Latin used by the Roman Catholic Church. Spoken in ceremonies and written in official documentation, it grew out of Late Latin and was used by clerics to speak to their flocks, both in services, including sermons or homilies (Latin sermo humilis = common talk), and for theological and administrative purposes. The Latin translation of the bible (by St Jerome, and others, in the fourth century CE) is known as the Vulgate (Latin editio vulgata = popular edition, from the Latin vulgus = crowd). Ecclesiastical Latin differs from Classical Latin in having a simpler form of syntax, some different vocabulary and a word order a little closer to that of English and the Romance languages.

Latin is the official of the Holy See in the Vatican City. At the Second Vatican Council (1962–5) the use of vernacular languages instead of Latin for church services was approved, but the persistence of Latin has been impressive and recently it has enjoyed something of a revival in the Catholic church.

During the Renaissance educated writers, particularly of the Humanist movement, tried to cleanse the language of medieval and vulgar forms and modelled their Latin on the authors from the ‘Golden Age’. Their efforts enjoyed much success and their influence on education is still felt in the texts we study in schools today. Among the authors of Renaissance Latin are Dante, Petrarch, Boccaccio and Erasmus.

New Latin is a term used to describe the version of Latin used between the sixteenth and nineteenth centuries for scholarly and scientific works. The scientific terms created during this period survive today in scientific terminology, particularly in the taxonomy (classification) of plants and animals, and also in medical, pharmaceutical and biological terms. Prominent authors of New Latin are Sir Thomas Moore, John Milton, Sir Isaac Newton, Nicolaus Copernicus, Johannes Kepler, Galileo Galilei, Francis Bacon, Carolus Linnaeus (who invented biological classification), René Descartes and Baruch Spinoza.

Latin is an inflected language (sometimes also called a radical language) which means that the endings of words change according to their usage. We have something like this in English. We usually change the end of a noun if we want it to refer to more than one thing; e.g. one cat: several cats. We change some nouns depending on whether they are masculine or feminine; e.g. emperor and empress. We sometimes alter the endings of our verbs depending on who is performing the action; e.g. I run, he runs. We also change our pronouns (I, he, she, it, we, they and who) depending on how they are being used in a sentence; e.g. I chase him then he chases me. In this sentence both I and me refer to the same person (myself) but the words are different because they are used differently. In ‘I chase him’ I am performing the action but in ‘then he chases me’ I am having the action performed upon me. Normally, however, we do not change the forms of words in English but rely upon word order to make our meaning clear.

In Latin things are different. It is a language in which the start of a word, usually called the stem (sometimes also called the root), does not usually change but the endings of almost all words (sometimes also called inflections) do change according to how those words are being used. Word order is, therefore, not as important in Latin as it is in English and the verb usually comes at the end of a sentence. At first this can seem confusing but it is really a bit like a jigsaw puzzle. When you translate you must take care not to be too influenced by the word order. You will need to look up the meanings of the words and then check their endings to find out how each one is being used, just like finding the corners, edges and middle of a jigsaw.

As Latin is available to all and spoken as a mother tongue by none, it retains a neutrality and independence almost unique among languages. Its universality can be seen in the weekly news broadcasts produced by the Finnish Broadcasting Corporation on the internet (nuntii latini), some of which are ingenious and amusing.


Introduction

How to use this book

Essential Latin Grammar takes you through the principal elements of Classical Latin grammar in a graded series of units, starting with explanations and details of how Latin words are formed (known technically as accidence), from simple forms of verbs, through nouns, prepositions, adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions and pronouns to more complex forms of verbs, ending with an examination of the normal constructions found in Latin sentence structure (known technically as syntax). After the units on grammar there are some sections on Roman dates, money, weights and measures, names, history and the use of Latin today. It has been designed so that you can dip into the book at any point to study a particular piece of grammar, or progress through the book unit by unit from the beginning. It is assumed that you have access to a dictionary and that you will accumulate your own bank of Latin vocabulary as you work. Almost all the Latin words are translated for you. Remember that a dictionary will give all the various meanings of a word and you will need to pick the right one for the context.

You can consolidate your knowledge by attempting the exercises which accompany each unit. These exercises are geared to that particular unit and contain tests on the grammar point which is being examined. Exercises may also contain simple grammatical elements met in previous units as the book progresses. A key with all the answers is provided at the back of the book.

The contents of each unit will vary in size and difficulty. However, clear cross-references are made to other units which further explain any important item which is mentioned but is not under direct scrutiny.

It is assumed that the reader does not have a knowledge of the technical terms used in grammar and so explanations for all of these are provided at appropriate points.

If you are only just starting Latin, then try to become familiar with grammatical terms as you meet them in the course of the units. Most importantly, do not worry if the terms seem long winded. You will be able to cope with simple sentences fairly quickly. The wonderful thing about the Latin language is that it has a completely logical structure. Simply follow the examples and consolidation exercises carefully and remember that you are doing it at your own speed so there is no pressure of time and that you can always return to any unit to refresh your memory.

If you already have some knowledge of Latin and are using this book for revision purposes or because you need to read Latin documents for work or pleasure, or just to brush up what you know, then you will find the layout straightforward. Exhaustive detail has been deliberately avoided as this can be very confusing. If you are reading a work of Latin literature, then you should always use a good published commentary on the work. This book does not examine things like literary techniques or the metres of Latin verse.

One very important thing to remember throughout is that there is no word for ‘a’ or ‘the’ in Latin.

Latin sentences usually have a number of clauses. A clause is a group of words which form a sense unit and have a verb. One clause is always more important than the others and is called the main clause. The others are called subordinate clauses (see 1T for a detailed account). The main clause is the one which will stand on its own and still make sense. Subordinate clauses do not make complete sense on their own. The verb of the main clause is called the main verb of a sentence.
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Insight

A clause is a part of a sentence with its own verb. Main clauses can stand on their own; subordinate clauses cannot: in ‘I ate the cakes which my mother had made’, ‘I ate the cakes’ is a complete sentence in its own right; ‘which my mother had made’ is a subordinate clause (in this case a relative clause), which cannot stand on its own.
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1

Alphabet, pronunciation and terminology

Alphabet and pronunciation

There are 24 letters in the Latin alphabet. The Romans had no j or w. In writing, capitals are used for proper nouns, adjectives and numerals, not to start sentences.

A Pronunciation

There are no silent letters in Latin and long vowels take about twice as long to say as short ones.



	A
	a as in father when long, but as in act when short



	B
	b as in but



	C
	c as in cut, not as in church, cider or loch



	D
	d as in dog



	E
	e as in prey when long, but as in jet when short.



	F
	f as in father



	G
	g as in goat, not as in genius



	H
	h as in have



	I
	i as in machine when long, as in pit when short and as y in yet when used as a consonant



	K
	k as in king (this Greek letter [kappa] was used only in words of Greek origin)



	L
	l as in long



	M
	m as in mother



	N
	n as in newt, but, before c, g and quit is pronounced ng, as in sing



	O
	o as in tone (although the French o in chose is closer) when long, as in hot when short



	P
	p as in pat



	Q
	q as in queen and always followed by u, as in English



	R
	r is always rolled, as in Italian



	S
	s as in sun, not as in was, treasure or sugar



	T
	t as in top, not as in motion



	U
	u as in food when long but as in put when short



	V
	w as in wine, although the Hindi pronunciation of v is closer



	X
	x as in axe, not as in exact



	Y
	y as in the French vu (this Greek letter [upsilon] was used only in words of Greek origin)



	Z
	z as in zoo (this Greek letter [zeta] was used only in words of Greek origin)





B Diphthongs are combinations of vowels making one sound. In Latin they are all long:



ae pronounced ai as in aisle, e.g. praeda → booty

au pronounced ou as in house, e.g. aurum → gold

oe pronounced oi as in boil, e.g. poena → penalty

ei pronounced ei as in reign. Only found in the exclamations ei! eia! heia! → oh! aha!

eu pronounced ew as in pew, e.g. seu → whether

ui pronounced wea as in weak, e.g. huic → to this

The diphthongs ei, eu and ui are rare. Mostly when these vowel combinations are found they are pronounced separately, as in tui → yours (pronounced two-ee), fluit → it flows (flew-it), mei → mine (meyee) and deus → god (de-yus). When the u follows the letter q it is pronounced w, as in English.

C Consonantal i and u


•  In some Latin words the letter i is pronounced as the consonant y at the beginning or even in the middle of words, e.g. coniungo (I join together: pronounced con-yungo) and iam (already: pronounced yam). In the English derivatives of many of these words the consonantal i becomes the letter j, e.g. juvenile comes from iuvenis (young man), judicial comes from iudicium (judgement), joke comes from iocus (joke) and the name Julius from Iulius.

•  The Romans made no distinction between v and u when writing so, for example, in an inscription you might find EQVVS for equus → horse. Some published texts still make no distinction so you may find uinum for vinum → wine.




D When t, c or p are followed by an h, they are called aspirated consonants th, ch and ph. They come from the Greek letters theta, chi and phi and exist in Latin words which come from Greek. They should be pronounced as an emphasized version of the letters without the h but in practice th and ph are often pronounced as in the English thin and photo and ch as in the Scottish loch.




E Length of vowels and syllables




•  In English the stressed vowel of a word is usually lengthened while unstressed ones are not, e.g. cider, boredom. In a Latin word, however, any of the vowels may be either long or short. In dictionaries and textbooks the long vowels are usually marked out by a line over the top of the vowel called a macron (ē). In some cases, it is important to know whether a vowel is long or short, especially in verse, but when you come to read Latin documents you will not find any distinguishing marks over long vowels. In this book there are no marks used over vowels for the exercises and readers do not need to include them. In the explanatory matter, long syllables are marked when they are of importance.

•  The length of a syllable, as opposed to a vowel, is important to know for verse. A syllable is long if it has a long vowel or a diphthong, or ends in two consonants, the letter x or a single consonant if the next word also begins with a consonant. All other syllables are short.




F Stress accent




•  In Latin the stress accent (ictus) falls on the first syllable of two syllabled words, e.g. pater → father. It falls only rarely on the last syllable, e.g. illic → to there (for illice).

•  In words of more than two syllables the ictus is on the last but one (penultimate) syllable if that syllable is long, e.g. corruptum → corrupted, but on the one before that (antepenultimate) if it is short, e.g. militibus → for the soldiers.



Verbs: essential terminology

Verbs refer to actions (e.g. I carry) and are divided into four categories, depending on their usage: moods, voices, tenses and persons.

Brief explanations follow of the terms which you will meet most often when studying verbs. It is important to be familiar with them but do not expect to understand them all straight away.

G Mood

There are four moods. The first three are called finite moods because each part of the verb in these moods is limited to a particular person (see j).


•  The indicative mood is generally used for making statements and asking questions (e.g. Grass grows. Where is he going?). The main verb (see Introduction) of a Latin sentence will usually be in the indicative mood.

•  The imperative mood is used to give commands (Unit 11).

•  The subjunctive mood is used mainly as a verb in subordinate clauses (see T), often to express anticipated or conditional actions. On the less common occasions when it is a main verb, it usually expresses a wish and is often found in mottos (Unit 9).

•  The infinite mood is so called because no part of the verb is limited to a particular person (see J). This mood includes the infinitive (Unit 11), participle, gerundive, gerund and supine (Unit 10).




H There are two voices:



[image: ]

Insight

Verbs have two ‘voices’, active and passive. In the active voice, the subject carries out the action of the verb; in the passive voice the subject experiences the action of the verb. In English the sense of the passive is conveyed by the verb to be and a participle: ‘The man was bitten by the dog.’ In Latin the sense of the passive is conveyed by verb endings.


•  The active voice is used when the subject (Unit 4 A2) of the sentence or clause is performing the action of the verb, e.g. The elephant chases the mouse.

•  The passive voice (Unit 8) is used when the subject is experiencing the action of the verb, e.g. The elephant is chased by the mouse.
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I There are six tenses (see Unit 2):



A tense refers to the time when the action of a verb takes place.



	•  Present (Unit 2 A–F)
	•  Perfect (Unit 2 L–R)



	•  Imperfect (Unit 2 J–K)
	•  Future perfect (Unit 2 U–W)



	•  Future (Unit 2 G–I)
	•  Pluperfect (Unit 2 S–T)




A tense can be either active or passive as well as being either indicative or subjunctive. By convention, if mood and voice are not stated then the tense is indicative and active.

J Person

In each tense six persons can perform the action:



	1st person singular:	I



	2nd person singular:	you (when one person performs the action)



	3rd person singular:	he, she, it (depending on the context)



	1st person plural:	we



	2nd person plural:	you (when two or more people perform the action)



	3rd person plural:	they




In English we sometimes use a pronoun before the verb (we walk, she sits etc.). In Latin this is not needed because the ending of the verb changes to let us know who is doing it. These endings are called personal endings (see under the units on separate tenses).

K Principal parts

The principal parts of a Latin verb enable us to recognize the various parts of that verb when we meet it in our reading and tell us what conjugation a verb belongs to.

When you look for a verb in your dictionary you will find four Latin words in the entry, followed by the meaning. Sometimes they are written out in full (e.g. porto, portare, portavi, portatum: I carry) or they can be abbreviated (e.g. porto -are -avi -atum: I carry). These are called the principal parts because their stems are the bases for every form of that verb. Learn every principal part when you meet a verb.


1  The 1st person singular of the present (indicative active) (Unit 2 B), e.g. porto: I carry.

2  The present (active) infinitive (Unit 11 B), e.g. portare: to carry.

3  The 1st person singular of the perfect (indicative active) (Unit 2 N), e.g. portavi: I carried.

4  The supine (e.g. portatum) which ends in -um and has no equivalent in English (Unit 10 G), or, occasionally, as in the Cambridge Latin Course, the perfect passive participle (Unit 10 C), e.g. portatus: carried.



L Conjugation (See Unit 2)

A conjugation is a group of verbs which share similarities in appearance (not in meaning or usage). There are four in Latin and you can identify which conjugation a verb belongs to by examining the endings of its first two principal parts:


•  The first conjugation verbs end in -o -āre, like porto portāre (carry) (Unit 2 C).

•  The second conjugation verbs end in -ēo -ēre, like habēo habēre (have) (Unit 2 D).

•  The third conjugation verbs end in -o -ere, like rego regere (rule) (Unit 2 E).

     N.B. Some verbs of the third conjugation end -io -ere, like capio capere (take) (Unit 2 E).

•  The fourth conjugation verbs end in -io -īre, like audio audīre (hear) (Unit 2 F).




M Verbs taking a direct object in the accusative are called transitive; others are called intransitive. (See Units 4B1 and 4D2.)



Nouns: essential terminology

Brief explanations follow of the terms which you will meet most often when studying nouns, and other words which decline. It is important to be familiar with them but do not expect to understand them all straight away.


N A noun is the name of a person, place, thing or quality. Proper nouns are used for the names of particular people or places, e.g. Caesar or Rome. Concrete nouns name things which exist in the physical universe (e.g. table or elephant), while abstract nouns name qualities that exist only as a mental concept (e.g. wisdom or mercy).




O Number



If a noun is referring to one thing, it is singular. If it refers to more than one thing it is plural. Some nouns only have a plural, e.g. arma (arms), nuptiae (marriage) and moenia (city walls). Some have only a singular, e.g. aurum (gold).

[image: ]

Insight

The term ‘case’ is grammatical shorthand for the different situations that alter the endings of nouns and adjectives. English has the remnants of a case system in its pronouns.

[image: ]

P Case (See Unit 4)

Latin nouns have six cases, in the singular and plural, which are different forms of the noun used in different contexts. They are:


•  Nominative (Unit 4 A1–3)
This case is used for the subject of sentences and for the complement. It is the ‘name’ of the noun and is the case you will find first in a dictionary entry.

•  Vocative (Unit 4 A4)
The vocative is the case used when someone is addressing someone else directly. It is almost always the same as the nominative.

•  Accusative (Unit 4 B1–6)
The accusative is used for the direct object of verbs, after certain prepositions, for expressing duration of time or motion towards something and adverbially.
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Insight

Prepositions are words like in, in, with that describe the relationship of one noun/pronoun to another.

[image: ]

•  Genitive (Unit 4 C1–8)

The genitive case is used to denote possession (of) but it has a very wide range of meanings beyond this and it contains the stem of the noun (see R below).

[image: ]

Insight

Latin nouns can be split into a stem, which carries the meaning, and an ending, which denotes the function of the word in the sentence. This gives Latin great flexibility in word order.

[image: ]

•  Dative (Unit 4 D1–7)

The dative case is used for the indirect object (to or for), but it has a very wide range of meanings beyond this.

•  Ablative (Unit 4 E1–17)

The ablative expresses means, association or separation (by, with or from), but it has a very wide range of meanings beyond these. It is also used after certain prepositions.

[image: ]

There is also a specialized case called the locative which is used to denote ‘at’ a particular place (Unit 4 F).

Q Gender


•  In English, nouns which have genders are those which are obviously either male or female, like man, woman, boy, girl, stallion, mare and so on. Sometimes we also apply gender to inanimate objects like calling a ship, a country or even a car ‘she’.

•  In Latin all nouns have a gender. There are three: masculine, feminine and neuter. Names of men and men’s occupations are masculine, as the names of women and women’s occupations are feminine, but otherwise, there is no general rule which can be given as to why a noun has one gender or another. Some nouns which include both male and female are said to be of common gender. The gender of a noun will always be given in a dictionary and should be learnt along with the meaning.



R Dictionary entries

When you look a Latin noun up in a dictionary you will find the nominative case first, followed by the genitive case (or its ending), the gender (usually abbreviated) and finally the meaning, e.g. ira, irae f. rage. The genitive is a very important case because the stem of a noun is that part of the noun which comes before the genitive ending. You can also tell what declension a noun belongs to from the genitive ending.

S Declensions (see also Unit 3)

A declension is a group of nouns which share similarity in appearance but not in meaning. There are five declensions in Latin and we can identify them from the genitive ending which is the same for all members of that declension.

These are the endings for the nominative and genitive singular of the five declensions:


•  First declension nouns: mostly feminine. (Unit 3 A–C)

        nominative ending -a    genitive ending - ae

•  Second declension nouns: mostly masculine and neuter. (Unit 3 D–I)





	nominative ending usually -us, -ius, or -er for masculine and -um for neuter
	genitive ending -ī





•  Third declension: all genders are found in this declension. (Unit 3 J–N)





	nominative ending: there is a great variety of endings for this case.
	genitive ending -is





•  Fourth declension nouns: mostly masculine

     with some feminines and neuters. (Unit 3 O–Q)





	nominative ending -us for masculine and feminine and -u for neuter
	genitive ending -ūs





•  Fifth declension nouns: all feminine except

     for one masculine (dies: day). (Unit 3 R)





	nominative ending -es
	genitive ending -eī




NB Do not confuse this genitive ending with that of the second declension whose nominative never ends in -es.

Subordinate clauses


T Simple sentences make a statement or ask a question in the indicative, express a wish in the subjunctive or give an order in the imperative.




•  In complex sentences we encounter more than one clause and one clause almost always has a more important status than the other(s). This is called the main clause and the others are called subordinate clauses. The arrangement of these clauses is called syntax (Units 13–16).

•  The main clause can stand on its own and still make sense whereas a subordinate clause cannot, e.g. While I was cooking dinner, the dog stole the cakes. In this sentence you can identify the main clause, which is the dog stole the cakes, because it can stand on its own and still make sense. However, the other clause, while I was cooking dinner, does not make complete sense on its own and so is a subordinate clause. The important idea in the sentence is that the dog stole the cakes while the subordinate clause simply sets the main clause in a context. It tells us at what point the dog stole the cakes and what else was going on at the time.

•  Latin sentences are usually much longer than English ones, sometimes as long as a paragraph. They may therefore contain a large number of subordinate clauses. When you are translating into English, it is a good idea to split a Latin sentence up into a number of smaller English ones to avoid a cumbersome result.

•  Subordinate clauses in English are usually linked to the main clause by a conjunction and this is frequently the same in Latin.




U The key to understanding subordinate clauses lies in the verbs. Each subordinate clause is governed by its own verb. That verb is commonly a finite one, often a subjunctive, as in final clauses and consecutive clauses (Unit 14), clauses of fearing and clauses of doubting (Unit 16) and indirect questions (Unit 15). Indicative verbs are found in some subordinate clauses like causal and concessive clauses (Unit 16). However, the verb may also be a participle, as in the case of the ablative absolute (Unit 13) or an infinitive, as in the indirect statement (Unit 15).



Once you have identified the main verb (or verbs) and clause of a sentence, look for all the other verbs which will be the foundations of the subordinate clauses.


V Relative clauses (Unit 13) are also called adjectival clauses because they qualify a word or idea in another clause, like an adjective. Relative particles like ubi (where) also introduce adjectival clauses.




W Those clauses known as adverbial clauses qualify the main clause like an adverb, answering questions such as how?, why? or when?




•  Consecutive clauses (Unit 14): so that, with the result that

•  Final clauses (Unit 14): in order that

•  Causal clauses (Unit 16): because

•  Temporal clauses (Unit 13): when, until

•  Conditional clauses (Unit 14): if, unless

•  Concessive clauses (Unit 16): although, even if

•  Clauses of proviso (Unit 16): provided that

•  Comparisons (Unit 16): as, as if, as though

•  Clauses of fear (Unit 16): lest




X The indirect statement, indirect question, indirect command and indirect wish (Unit 15) are called substantival clauses because they stand like a noun in relation to the main verb.




Y Sequence of tenses



The tense of the Latin verb in a subordinate clause is not necessarily the same as it would be in English. In Latin something called the sequence of tenses is applied. There are exceptions to it but the broad principle is that:


•  If a verb is in the present, future or future perfect indicative or the imperative or in the present or perfect subjunctive, then it is said to be in primary sequence.

•  If a verb is in the imperfect or pluperfect indicative or subjunctive, then it is said to be in historic sequence.

•  The perfect indicative tense straddles these definitions. If it is used to mean, e.g. I have eaten then it has some reference to the present and so is primary. If it is used simply to mean e.g. I ate, then it has no reference to the present and so is historic.

•  If the main verb is primary, then it is followed by a verb in a primary tense in the subordinate clause. On the other hand, if a main verb is historic, it is followed by a verb in a historic tense in the subordinate clause.

•  In subordinate clauses, the present and imperfect subjunctive tenses are used for incomplete action, while the perfect and pluperfect subjunctive tenses are used for completed action.



Points to remember


1  Latin uses the Greek letters th (theta), k (kappa), y (upsilon), ph (phi) and ch (chi) only when writing words of Greek origin.

2  There are no silent letters in Latin. Everything is pronounced.

3  Latin verbs have four moods: indicative, imperative, subjunctive, and infinitive.

4  Latin verbs have six tenses: present, future, imperfect, perfect, future perfect and pluperfect.

5  Latin verbs have two voices: active and passive.

6  Latin verbs and nouns have two numbers: singular and plural.

7  Latin verbs are grouped into four separate conjugations which share similarities in formation but not in meaning. The conjugation of each may be identified from the present infinitive (the second principal part of the verb).

8  Latin nouns come in three genders: masculine feminine and neuter.

9  Latin nouns are grouped into five separate declensions which share similarities in appearance but not in meaning. The declension of each may be identified from the genitive singular.

10 Latin sentences generally have one main clause and one or more subordinate clauses.
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