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Meet the author

I have had a connection with Portugal since living with a Portuguese family prior to starting my studies at Oxford in 1984. During my degree course I also spent a year in Brazil, an experience which I have drawn on frequently over the years in my teaching and writing. Since graduating with a degree in Portuguese and Spanish in 1988, I have also lived, worked and studied in Portugal, and continue to visit there each year with my family, often travelling through remote regions by public transport.

I have written a number of books on Portuguese language, life and culture, as well as on living, working and buying property there. I was invited to act as language consultant for the BBC’s highly-acclaimed TV series ‘Talk Portuguese’, and have also given advice for the ‘Brazil Inside Out’ series.

I have been involved in Portuguese examinations in the UK since 1992, taking on the roles as Moderator for GCSE Speaking Tests, Principal Examiner for GCSE Writing, and Principal Moderator for Asset Speaking Tests; I was also the Subject Officer for Portuguese at the Awarding Body.

I continue to teach Portuguese language and culture in Lancaster and run the North-West Portuguese Circle. I am a keen and enthusiastic promoter of all things relating to the Portuguese-speaking world.

Sue Tyson-Ward


1: Only got a minute?

Portuguese is spoken by over 200 million people across the globe. There are some differences in the way people from around the Portuguese world speak (pronunciation, vocabulary, grammatical structures), but on the whole, with some basic language under your belt, you should be able to communicate in countries as diverse as Portugal, Brazil, Angola and the Azores.

Portuguese has its roots predominantly in Latin, so if you already know languages such as French, Spanish, or Italian, you should be able to read Portuguese quite easily. If you have no prior knowledge of other languages, you need not worry; regular, short sessions of learning will help you understand the basics quite quickly. Many words are also very similar to English, and spotting the links, unlocking the code, will give you the confidence and desire to keep up your learning. Essential Portuguese Grammar is designed to do just that: to help you unlock the code of how the structure of Portuguese works, and to allow you the opportunity, at whatever level, to progress from repeating simple holiday phrases to creating your own sentences and saying what YOU want to say in response to what is happening around you.

The Portuguese-speaking world is a place of inspiring landscapes, a wealth of culture, and friendly people. Whether you want to be on the sun-drenched beaches of Portugal’s Algarve, walking the levadas of Madeira, joining the Samba parade in Rio, or doing business in Luanda, Portuguese offers a great new world of opportunity. And should you take your learning to a higher level, you open the door to some fantastic literature, song lyrics, Brazilian films, and authentic recipes for amazing food. Essential Portuguese Grammar gives you the possibility to do all of that with confidence.


5: Only got five minutes?



Why Portuguese?

There are a number of very valid reasons why you might wish to take up Portuguese:


•  As a visitor to or potential resident in Portugal, for holiday purposes whilst there, or to get by more confidently dealing with the services and everyday life of your new environment.


•  For business purposes: Portugal itself has some scope for work, and ex-patriots have set up life running guest houses or with work in real estate. The goal may be the world’s eighth largest economy that is Brazil. More and more UK and US businesses are making links with Brazil, and opportunities are constantly arising for interesting initiatives. There are also emerging opportunities in the former Portuguese African colonies, particularly Angola, including work in engineering.


•  For adventure, eco-interests and voluntary work: the Amazon region of Brazil has long been a magnet for anthropologists, linguists and ecologists, and in today’s climate of global eco-concern, there is no better area for research. Brazil also offers many opportunities for voluntary work, from the densely-populated metropolis of São Paulo (with 17 million inhabitants, the world’s third largest city), to the favela slums of Rio, and the large areas of the barren North-East. Mozambique, in Africa, can also provide more than enough areas of work for voluntary helpers – a country ravaged by wars and having endured a series of natural disasters.


•  For educational purposes: there is huge scope for teachers of English around the Portuguese-speaking world, in particular in Brazil. Portugal itself has a number of good international schools and many English-language schools. And whilst English may be the language of function within the classroom, Portuguese will be your language of everyday life beyond.



If those reasons were not enough, you might be interested in world history and culture; Portugal once divided up the known world with Spain, and was instrumental in the discovery and development of a whole plethora of ideas and inventions still in use today. You may have a love of world music, and from the Fado of Portugal to the mighty Samba and Bossa Nova of Brazil, taking in the African rhythms of the ex-colonies, what better way to use the language than understanding the lyrics of this music, and seeing straight into the soul of these diverse nations. You are perhaps fascinated by world literature? What a world awaits you, in original writings from around the globe: the great Machado de Assis, Jorge Amado or Clarice Lispector of Brazil, African writers such as Mia Couto and Pepetela, and the many superb and respected Portuguese writers from down the centuries – Luís de Camões and his epic poem The Lusiads, Almeida Garrett, Fernando Pessoa, Alice Vieira, the Nobel-winner José Saramago, the list is endless. Have we mentioned the sport (‘futebol’ the obvious one), the food, the magnificent landscapes away from any trace of English speakers, the films (Brazilian cinema has produced some of the most acclaimed films in recent years)?

Or perhaps your interest lies in the pursuit of language for language-sake? And why not? Portuguese is a great choice, either for the novice language-learner or the already-accomplished linguist. It is basically a Romance (Latin-based) language, with a recognizable script (alphabet) and a not-too difficult sound system. It is described as a phonetic language, that is in general terms that what you see you pronounce. In this sense it is far easier than, say, French or English, both of which have complexities of spelling and sounds. It is also a very melodic language, and whilst the Portuguese of Brazil may sound very different from that spoken in Portugal, the recent spelling agreement (the new Acordo Ortográfico) between all the Portuguese-speaking countries, means that wherever you travel in the Lusophone world, there exists a consistency of how words are written. Each region will still maintain its own quirks of expression and vocabulary, in the same way as the English-speaking world.



Easing into the language

If you are new to languages, or a ‘rusty’ learner, you should not find Portuguese too daunting. Forget any negative memories of old school languages, but try to draw on aspects of other languages you have been exposed to in the past – however distant or slight that may be. Links back to school French and Latin will help you recognize structures and vocabulary. Any experience of Spanish will be of particular help (although at times can also be a hindrance!).

Portuguese belongs to the group of languages named ‘Romance’ languages, based on Latin. It was also influenced over the years by Arabic (a legacy of its Moorish invaders), and to a much lesser extent, by some of the Celtic invaders. But it is predominantly Latin in structure and vocabulary. Its alphabet is the same as English, although the letters k, y and w are still mainly used in abbreviations, proper names or imported foreign words.

Due to its Latin roots, which are shared by many English roots, you will be heartened by the many words you can recognize, from your initial steps into Portuguese: porto (port), papel (paper), serpente (snake), carro (car). Verbs, on the other hand, pose more of an initial problem to English-speakers, as their endings change according to the person doing the action, and when. But it is a code you soon start to break.



The Portuguese world

Let us not forget that the Portuguese-speaking family is actually a very important one in world terms. Portuguese is the official language of Portugal (including Madeira and the Azores), Brazil, Angola, Mozambique, Guinea Bissau, São Tomé and Príncipe, Cabo Verde, and is still an official language in some sections of society in Macau and in East Timor. It was also used in Goa and its influence, and testament to the far-flung edges reached by Portuguese navigators in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, can still be found in words such as vindaloo (vinho and alho, wine and garlic being the main ingredients of this Indian dish), marmalade (from marmelo – quince) and a good cup of char (from chá, or chaa introduced to the English court by Catherine of Bragança, who married Charles II). Overall, in number-crunching terms, there are now over 200 million native Portuguese speakers, either in their own countries, or living as immigrants in places such as the UK, France, Switzerland, Canada, South Africa and the USA. That places Portuguese as the sixth most spoken language in the world, far higher than French, German or Italian. It is the third most spoken European language in the world, behind English and Spanish. Learning Portuguese leads you into an amazing world with a fascinating and vitally important history, legacies of wonderful literature, cuisine, music and inventions, and a diversity of peoples.

Portuguese is a passport to great and exciting opportunities!


Personal introduction

Welcome to Essential Portuguese Grammar. This grammar course is designed to increase your all-round knowledge of the structures of Portuguese, and how it all fits together. It also gives you a whole range of insights into the way the language works, and handy tips to help you take on board new ideas, and remember each new point. During my teaching over the last 18 years, I have encountered many learners who wish to go beyond the basics of learning a few holiday phrases. However, many people were put off grammar at school, and often say to me ‘Do we have to learn any grammar in this class?’ My straight answer is always ‘Yes, you do!’ Without the basic building-blocks of how a language works, you can never go beyond learning phrases parrot-fashion. What happens next, when your well-rehearsed phrase is answered in full and you, in turn, cannot respond any further? If you recognize this situation, then this course is ideal for you. Created with beginners, or returners to the language, in mind, I have invested my many years’ experience of teaching and writing for adults into a course dedicated to supporting your progress through the structure of the Portuguese language. You can dip into the course, as and when you feel like it, or follow it from start to finish. And you will take from it what you need, according to your own level. You do not need to feel as though you have to work all the way through the more complex language. That takes time, and you must allow yourself that time to digest trickier material bit by bit. The more you work through the course, with its built-in exercises, the more familiar you will become with how Portuguese works. Don’t be afraid to have a go! The course covers both European Portuguese and Brazilian Portuguese structures, and adheres to the most recent Portuguese Spelling Reform currently being implemented across the Portuguese-speaking world.

Good luck – Boa sorte!


Introduction

This book is intended as a reference guide for those who, with or without the help of a teacher, wish to study the essentials of Portuguese grammar.

The beginner will find that all main linguistic terms are explained in the glossary at the start of the book, and all structures are illustrated with examples that are translated into English. It is probably worthwhile making the Glossary your starting point, especially if you are unsure about terms such as noun, verb, adverb, etc. The more advanced student will be able to progress at a faster pace, either by working through the units in chronological order, or by dipping into units where practice is required.

The structure of the units is explained in the next section, but you should find each one clearly signposted and easy to navigate. The provision of exercises and lively activities in each unit allows students to test their understanding of the material covered, and all answers are given in the Key at the end of the book. A regular small amount of grammar and vocabulary learning, every day if possible, will enable students to establish firm linguistic foundations. A good dictionary will also be useful to refer to in conjunction with this book.


How to use this book

A glossary of gramatical terms follows this section for easy reference whenever the explanation of a term is required. Each of the 46 units – with the exception of the first – consists of the following sections:


•  Grammar in focus

•  Exercises

•  Grammar in context



The following is a suggestion as to how you might sensibly work through each unit:

Read through the Grammar in focus section, where the language point of the unit is explained with examples (translated into English). See if you can think of any further examples yourself. You may also find it useful to start making a list of new words (vocabulary) you come across in the examples. Most people find it easier to write vocabulary in a separate notebook – try to list words by topic areas, and add to it all the time, even when you are on holiday!

When the structures listed are clear to you, try out the exercises that follow the explanations. These are designed to give you immediate practice of the grammar points, through a variety of activities – completing sentences, re-arranging words, puzzles and other lively exercises. ‘Grammar’ does not have to mean ‘dull’! It may well be better not to write your answers into the book, so that you can return to the exercises at a later date to test yourself. At that point, try to do them without looking at the explanations, to see what you can remember.

Proceed on to the Grammar in context section, where you will find the structures of the unit illustrated in realistic texts such as dialogues, extracts from brochures or newspapers, and resources such as tickets and timetables. You will find some help with vocabulary and a few questions to guide you through comprehension of the text.

At certain points in the book you will find Language watch boxes. These point out links between Portuguese and English (and other languages), and are full of handy hints to aid your learning of Portuguese.

Whilst the book takes European Portuguese as its standard, where there are major differences in structure or vocabulary in Brazilian Portuguese, these are highlighted. There is also an overview of different words in the list of vocabulary differences between European and Brazilian Portuguese. Anyone intending to use their Portuguese in Portuguese-speaking Africa or East Timor would be advised to request information on local vocabulary from contacts/organizations inside the relevant country. See also the Taking it further section.

This new edition adheres to the new Portuguese spelling reform (Acordo 1990) introduced across the Portuguese-speaking world, taking effect from 2007.

At the end of the book you will find comprehensive verb tables, a list of useful language websites and additional advice in Taking it further, and the Key to all the exercises.

There are clear explanations of the structures of the Portuguese language although, to ease comprehension, and therefore progress, of the student, grammatical terminology has been kept to a minimum.
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