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BEST FRIENDS’ BAKERY

Sugar and Spice

A Spoonful of Secrets

Cupcakes and Contests
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To two great dog-training teachers – Helen Green of Companion Dog Training, who taught me so much about dog training, and to Anne Bull at AMK9 for being so encouraging and for being such a great source of doggy advice. And also to three special dogs who were very willing tasters of dog-biscuit recipes – Freddie the Labradoodle, Simba the Golden Retriever, and Candy the Cockapoo!
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MY BAKING BOOK (and other stuff)

Name: Hannah

Age: 10¾ 11

Birthday: 1st August

Likes: baking, drawing, swimming, seeing my friends

Dislikes: spiders and slugs

This is my journal. It’s for all sorts of important things – lists, cake designs, cookery facts, a few other things, but most of all for RECIPES!
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Has anything ever happened to you that at the time feels like the worst thing in the world, but afterwards you realise maybe it wasn’t such a disaster after all? My experience on Junior Brilliant Baker was just like that.

Actually, before I tell you about Junior Brilliant Baker, I should probably tell you a bit about me. My name’s Hannah Hallett and I’m eleven years old (my birthday was two weeks ago). I live in Ashingham with my mum, my stepdad, Mark, and my four-year-old stepsisters Molly and Ella. My dad lives in America and I don’t see him much – he and Mum split up when I was a baby. The most important thing you need to know is that I’m baking-mad, which gets me back to Junior Brilliant Baker. It’s my favourite TV show ever! It’s a competition for young bakers between the ages of eight and thirteen, and when I decided to apply for it, out of all the thousands of people who auditioned, I was actually one of the few invited to be on the show! It was a dream come true … well, at first.
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It started off brilliantly. In the first round, we baked bread and the judges liked mine so much they made me Junior Brilliant Baker of the week. It was amazing!

But in the second round, everything fell apart. Literally. My lemon meringue pie collapsed and the pastry on my chocolate and raspberry tart came out tough and chewy. I ended up being one of the two worst bakers that week and was knocked out of the competition. At the time, it seemed like the biggest disaster in the world, but the strange thing is, now, just two weeks later, it doesn’t feel as awful as I’d thought.
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You see, my friends and family held a big party for me and made me realise how lucky I am and how well I did just to get on the show. And now I’m not in the competition any more, I’ve been able to enjoy the summer holidays. Instead of practising and getting stressed, I’ve been seeing my friends, helping at Mum’s bakery (more about THAT in a moment) and just baking for fun. My mum often says that every cloud has a silver lining, and in this case she is SO right.
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So, Mum’s bakery. She opened it four months ago, after she and Mark got married and we moved to Ashingham. It’s called the Sugar and Spice Bakery and it’s my favourite place in the whole world! I help out behind the counter and Mia, my best friend, does too. We’re not old enough to work there properly so we talk to the customers and wrap up the cakes, pastries and bread. I really love the bakery, but when Mum first told me that opening it would mean moving house and going to a new school, I was pretty worried. It had been Mum’s dream for as long as I could remember, and I wanted to support her – I just didn’t want to change schools and leave all my old friends. It didn’t help that in Ashingham most people don’t go to a primary school for Year Six, they go to a middle school. My new school, King William’s, takes pupils from Years Five to Eight, and it’s much bigger than I’m used to – more like a secondary school – which made moving even more scary. Luckily, I met Mia at the bakery before term started, as well as my other new friends Alice, Misha and Lara, and I’ve fitted into King William’s just fine. I’ve still got my old friends but now I have new ones too – and I LOVE Mum owning the Sugar and Spice Bakery. And basically that’s me!

Mia is coming round any minute. We’re meeting Mum at the bakery. It’s almost closing time, and Mum is staying on to decorate some biscuits she’s made for the launch party of her friend’s new beauty shop tomorrow – Friday. Mia and I are going to help. (And hopefully we’ll get to eat some of the biscuits too!) My perfect way to spend a day!


MY BEST FRIENDS
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