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A former New York City police officer, Chief Picciotto had been a fire marshal, an arson investigator, a lieutenant and a captain, prior to being made chief in 1992. He holds a BBA degree and has been the recipient of departmental awards and commendations for bravery and meritorious service. Earlier in 2001, he co-authored an article in WNYF, the New York Fire Department’s internal magazine, on non-routine Manhattan high-rise fires, that considered some of the same decisions he and his colleagues would have to make at the World Trade Center some months later.

A Staten Island native, Picciotto lives in Chester, New York with his wife Debbie, an obstetrical nurse, and his son, Stephen. His daughter, Lisa, a student at Pace University in Lower Manhattan, viewed the attack on the World Trade Center at first hand from her college campus, and as the towers fell she knew in her heart that her father would be in one of those buildings.

Daniel Paisner is the author of more than twenty books, including bestselling collaborations with prominent politicians, entertainers and businessmen, among them Whoopi Goldberg, Anthony Quinn, George Pataki, Ed Koch, Maureen Reagan, Geraldo Rivera and Montel Williams. He is also the author of The Ball: Mark McGwire’s 70th Home Run Ball and the Marketing of the American Dream, and the novels Obit and The Full Catastrophe.


When I am called to duty, God,

Wherever flames may rage;

Give me strength to save some life,

Whatever be its age.

Help me embrace a little child,

Before it is too late;

Or save an older person,

From the horrors of that fate.

Enable me to be alert,

And hear the weakest shout;

And quickly and efficiently

Put the fire out.

I want to fill my calling,

And give the best in me;

To guard my every neighbour,

And protect his property.

And if, according to your will,

I am to give my life;

Please bless with your protecting hand,

My children and my wife.

The Fireman’s Prayer
author unknown


Since 11 September there have been extraordinary efforts to help those who were affected by the tragedy, and I am intent on contributing to this effort.

I will donate a portion of my proceeds from this book to one or more of the following: the Uniformed Fireman’s Association Widows and Orphans Fund, the Uniformed Fire Officers Scholarship Fund, the Elasser Fund, and/or the LFF Fund for New York’s Bravest, c/o The Leary Firefighters Foundation.

RICHARD PICCIOTTO
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When I first started out, in the early 1970s, it was the custom in the department to sound a sequence of five bells over our internal bell system, four times in a row, whenever a firefighter died on the job. Everyone would stop, wherever they stood, whatever they were doing, for a long moment of silence as the sequence rang out. Five bells, four times.

Each time it came around, it struck me as more bittersweet than the last, because in each ring of the bell was the memory of every firefighter who had died before, mixed in with whoever it was who had died on that day.

Lately, the bell system has fallen out of use, as we’ve come to rely on different systems of communication, but the signal remains. The call of ‘Four Fives’, from one firefighter to another, will always signal the loss of a brother. But there is no replacing those bells. I will never forget the sad sound of five bells, four times over, repeated six times after the legendary Waldbaum’s fire of 1978, when we lost six good men, and every firehouse in the city went silent as we counted off 120 rings. And I will never forget the bells we never heard on 11 September 2001, when our country was in chaos and our city was in ruins, and 343 of our brother firefighters lay dead in the rubble of the World Trade Center complex. There was no time to ring the bells for these brave soldiers, and too few of us left to hear the ringing.

‘Greater love hath no man than to lay down his life for his fellow man,’ goes the proverb invoked at countless firefighter funerals and memorials, a tribute that has always echoed in the halls of New York City firehouses through the solemn ringing of those solemn bells.

And so this book is dedicated to the firefighters who gave their lives on that tragic day. They are listed below, 343 strong, by unit and battalion, according to the official list kept by the New York City Fire Department. May their spirits soar, and their legacies linger, and may their mention here stand for the bells that never rang in their honour.


	FF	Firefighter

	LT	Lieutenant

	CPT	Captain

	BC	Battalion Chief

	DC	Deputy Chief

	FM	Fire Marshall

	AC	Assistant Chief

	FDC	First Deputy Commander

	COD	Chief of Department

	Father	Fire Department Chaplain

	PAR	Paramedic
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11 SEPTEMBER 2001: 9:59AM

It came as if from nowhere.

There were about two dozen of us by the bank of elevators on the 35th floor of the north tower of the World Trade Center. We were firefighters, mostly, and we were in various stages of exhaustion. Some guys were sweating like pigs. Some had their turnout coats off, or tied around their waists. Quite a few were breathing heavily. Others were raring to go. All of us were taking a beat to catch our breaths, and our bearings, figure out what the hell was going on. We’d been at this thing, hard, for almost an hour, some a little bit less, and we were nowhere close to done. Of course, we had no idea what there was left to do, but we hadn’t made a dent.

And then the noise started, and the building began to tremble, and we all froze. Dead solid still. Whatever there had been left to do would now have to wait. For what, we had no idea, but it would wait. Or, it wouldn’t, but that wasn’t the point. The point was that no one was moving. To a man, no one moved, except to lift his eyes to the ceiling, to see where the racket was coming from. As if we could see clear through the ceiling tiles for an easy answer. No one spoke. There wasn’t time to turn thought into words, even though there was time to think. For me, anyway, there was time to think, too much time to think, and my thoughts were all over the place. Every possible worst-case scenario, and a few more besides. The building was shaking like in an earthquake, like an amusement park thrill ride gone berserk, but it was the rumble that struck me still with fear. The sheer volume of it. The way it coursed right through me. I couldn’t think what the hell would make a noise like that. Like a thousand runaway trains speeding towards me. Like a herd of wild beasts. Like the thunder of a rockslide. Hard to put it into words, but whatever the hell it was it was gaining speed, and gathering force, and getting closer, and I was stuck in the middle, unable to get out of its path.

It’s amazing, the kind of thing you think about when there should be no time to think. I thought about my wife and my kids, but only fleetingly and not in any kind of life-flashing-before-my-eyes sort of way. I thought about the job, how close I was to making deputy. I thought about the bagels I’d left on the kitchen counter back at the firehouse. I thought how we firemen were always saying to each other, ‘I’ll see you at the big one’. Or, ‘We’ll all meet at the big one’. I never knew how it started, or when I’d picked up on it myself, but it was part of our shorthand. Meaning, no matter how big this fire is, there’ll be another one bigger, somewhere down the road. We’ll make it through this one, and we’ll make it through that one, too. I always said it, at big fires, and I always heard it back, and here I was, thinking I would never say or hear these words again, because there would never be another fire as big as this. This was the big one we had all talked about, all our lives, and if I hadn’t known this before – just before these chilling moments – this sick, black noise now confirmed it.

I fumbled for some fix on the situation, thinking maybe if I understood what was happening I could steel myself against it. All of these thoughts were landing in my brain in a kind of flashpoint, one on top of the other and all at once, but there they were. And each thought landed fully formed, as if there might be time to act on each, when in truth there was no time at all.

Somehow, in the middle of all this fear and uncertainty, I got it into my head that one of the elevator cabs had broken loose and was now cascading down the shaft above us. It felt like something was approaching fast, and this was what made sense. Of course, it also made sense that a single, falling elevator cab would in no way generate the same kind of all-over, all-consuming noise and rumble, and I had this thought as well, but nothing else figured. When you’re caught in the middle of such improbable circumstances, you grab at what you can find, and this was what I managed. Elevator cabs, free-falling one into the other, like dominoes, filling the shafts that surrounded us with unimaginable terror.

Or, something.

But what? What could make such a loud, horrific, thundering noise? A noise that would surely claim me and my couple dozen brothers from the New York City Fire Department, stranded there on the 35th floor of a torched landmark that had been attacked by a hijacked 767 just an hour earlier. What else could be gaining on us with that kind of ferocious velocity?

It all happened in an instant, and yet it was an instant frozen – iced over to where we all had time to sort through our worst fears, rejecting the ones that weren’t grounded in anything real and accepting the ones that seemed plausible. It was a mad race to imagine the unimaginable, to think the unthinkable. Really, I had no idea. I had no idea, and I had every idea. And I stood there, by the windowless elevator banks of the 35th floor, alongside my brother firefighters, staring at the ceiling, waiting for it to come crashing through.

Whatever it was.
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FF Coyle James LADO003 06

i FF Anaya Jr Calixto ENGO004 01 :
' CPT  Farrelly Joseph ENG004 01 |
! FF Riches James ENG004 01 !
! FF Schoales Thomas ENG004 01 !
! FF Tegtmeier Paul ENGO004 01 ;
! FF Beyer Paul ENG006 01 |
LT Atlas Gregg ENGO010 01 :
i FF Pansini Paul ENGO010 01 i
! FF Allen Richard LADO1S 01 !
! FF Barry Arthur LADO1S 01 !
! FF Kelly Thomas LADO1S 01 !
! FF Kopytko Scott LADO1S 01 ;
| FF Larsen Scott LADO1S 01 |
! FF Oelschlager Douglas LADO1S 01 ;
! FF Olsen Eric LADO1S 01 |
i FF Lane Robert ENGOSS 02 E
! FF Mozzillo Christopher ENGO05S5 02 :
E LT Giammona Vincent LADO00S 02 E
' FF Keating Paul LAD00S 02 !
! FF Saucedo Gregory LAD00S 02 !
i LT Halloran Vincent LADO008 02 E
i CPT  Fischer John LAD020 02 |
i FF Cammarata Michael LADO11 04 E
! FF Day Edward LADO11 04 |
' FF Kelly Jr Richard LADO11 04 !
| FF Arce David ENG033 06 |
| FF Bilcher Brian ENG033 06 !
i FF Boyle Michael ENGO033 06 :
i FF Evans Robert ENGO033 06 E
' FF King Jr Robert ENG033 06 !
! FF Maynard Keithroy ~ ENG033 06 |
' LT Dfeifer Kevin ENG033 06 !
' CPT  Brown Patrick LAD003 06 !
SRR Carroll Michael LAD003 06 |





OPS/images/img27.jpg
Rank Last name First name  Unit Battalion

FF Montesi Michael RES001

! FF Giordano John ENG037 11 !
' LT Guja Geoffrey ENG0S2 26 !
! CPT  O’Keefe William ENG154 22 !
' LT Wilkinson Glenn ENG238 28 |
i FF Cannizzaro Brian LAD101 32 i
' FF Kennedy Thomas LAD101 32 |
i FF McShane Terence LAD101 32 E
i FF Davidson Scott LAD118 32 i
' CPT  EganJr Martin LAD118 32 !
LT Suhr Daniel ENG216 35 |
P LT Petti Philip LAD148 48 !
! BC  Cross Dennis BATOS7 57 |
! FF Leavy Neil ENG217 57 |
! FF York Raymond  ENG285 51 |
! FF Cawley Michael LAD136 46 |
! FF Bedigian Carl ENG214 37 |
! FF Florio John ENG214 37 |
! FF Roberts Michael ENG214 37 !
! FF Watson Kenneth ENG214 37 |
! CPT  Stackpole Timothy LAD103 39 |
LT Harrell Stephen LAD157 41 ;
! COD  Gandi Jr Peter COFDPT ;
! FDC  Fechan William ;
! Father Judge Mychal :
' LT Crisci John HMC001 ;
' CPT  Waters Patrick HMC001 :
! FF Crawford Robert SFTYB1 ;
' BC  Paolillo John Nel® :
! FF Carey Dennis HMCO001 ;
! FE Demeo Martin HMC001 :
' FF Angelini Joseph RES001 :
! CPT  Hatton Terence RES001 :
! FF Henry William RES001 :
i LT Mojica Dennis RES001 §
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PAR Lillo Carlos 7981

! FF Nevins Gerard RES001 i
E FF O’Keefe Patrick RES001 i
! FF Lake William RES002 i
! FF Libretti Daniel RES002 i
E FF O’Rourke Kevin RES002 i
! FF Quappe Lincoln RES002 i
' FF Foley Thomas RES003 i
! FF Schrang Gerard RES003 i
E FF Farrell Terrence RES004 i
! FF Mahoney William RES004 i
! FF Nelson Peter RES004 i
! FF Pearsall Durrell RES004 i
| FF Tarasiewicz Allan RES005 i
' BC  Amato James SQD001 ]
! FF Carroll Peter SQDO01 i
! FF Garvey Matthew  SQD001 i
! FF Allen Eric SQDO18 i
i FF Fredericks Andrew SQDO018 i
! FF Halderman David SQDO18 :
! FF Haskell Timothy SQDO18 i
' LT McGinn William SQDO18 :
' FF Mojica Manuel SQDO18 i
i FF Virgilio Lawrence SQDO018 i
' LT Higgins Timothy SQD252 i
! FF Prior Kevin SQD252 ]
' FM  Bucca Ronald MNBAS i
i PAR  Quinn Ricardo 7990 i
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FF Collins John LADO025 11

! BC  Devlin Dennis BAT009 09 !
! FF Feinberg Alan BAT009 09 !
' BC  Geraghty Edward BAT009 09 !
' FF Marshall John ENG023 09 |
' FF McPadden Robert ENG023 09 |
! FF Pappageorge  James ENG023 09 |
! FF Tirado Jr Hector ENGO023 09 ;
! FF Whitford Mark ENG023 09 !
E FF Bracken Kevin ENGO040 09 E
i FF Dauria Michael ENG040 09 :
‘LT Ginley John ENG040 09 |
! FF Lynch Michael ENG040 09 :
! FF Mercado Steve ENGO040 09 :
| FF Gill Paul ENGOS4 09 !
! FF Guadalupe Jose ENGOS4 09 |
! FF Ragaglia Leonard ENGO054 09 ;
! FF Angelini Jr Joseph LADO004 09 :
i FF Brennan Michael LADO004 09 E
! FF Haub Michael LAD004 09 |
' FF Lynch Michael LAD004 09 !
LT O’Callaghan Daniel LADO004 09 ;
! FF Oitice Samuel LAD004 09 |
! FF Tipping II John LADO004 09 :
! CPT  Wooley David LAD004 09 !
! CPT  Callahan Frank LADO35S 09 !
! FF Giberson James LADO03S5 09 :
i FF Morello Vincent LADO35 09 i
! FF Otten Michael LAD0O3S 09 |
| FF Roberts Michael LADO35S 09 !
| FF Casoria Thomas ENG022 10 !
! FF Sabella Thomas LADO13 10 !
P LT Perry Glenn LAD025 11 !
| FF Correa Ruben ENGO074 11 :
121 Barnes Matthew LADO2S 11 |
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LT Regan Robert LAD118 32

! FF Kumpel Kenneth LAD02S 11 |
! FF Minara Robert LAD025S 11 !
| FF Rivelli Jr Joseph LADO025 11 i
! FF Ruback Paul LAD025S 11 !
i BC Marchbanks Jr  Joseph BATO012 12 i
' BC  Scheffold Fred BATO12 12 |
LT Nagel Robert ENGO058 12 i
! FF Bielfeld Peter LAD042 26 |
VLT Jovic Anthony LAD034 13 |
LT Garbarini Charles LADO61 15 |
! FF O’Hagan Thomas ENGO0S2 27 !
! FF Cordice Robert ENG152 21 |
P LT Margiotta Charles LADO08S 23 i
! FF Buck Greg ENG201 40 |
' LT Martini Paul ENG201 40 |
! FF Pickford Christopher ENG201 40 !
! FF Schardt John ENG201 40 |
' FF Joseph Karl ENG207 31 !
! FF Powell Shawn ENG207 31 |
! FF Reilly Kevin ENG207 31 |
! FF Derubbio David ENG226 31 |
! FF McAleese Brian ENG226 31 |
! FF Smagala Jr Stanley ENG226 31 |
' LT Mitchell Paul LAD110 31 |
' LT Wallace Robert ENG205 32 !
E FF Henderson Ronnie ENG279 32 i
! FF Ragusa Michael ENG279 B i
! FF Rodriguez Anthony ENG279 3 E
! FF Byrne Patrick LAD101 32 |
i FF Calabro Salvatore LAD101 32 :
LT Gullickson Joseph LAD101 3 i
! FF Maffeo Joseph LAD101 32 !
! FF Agnello Joseph LAD118 32 |
sk Cherry Vernon LADI18 32 |
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FF Asaro Carl BATO009 09

! FF Dewan Gerard LAD003 06 !
' LT Donnelly Kevin LAD003 06 !
! FF Giordano Jeffrey LAD003 06 |
' FF McAvoy John LAD003 06 !
i FF Ogren Joseph LADO003 06 i
! FF Olson Steven LAD003 06 !
' FF Baptiste Gerard LAD009 06 !
! FF Tierney John LAD009 06 |
' FF Walz Jeffrey LAD009 06 |
i BC  Palmer Orio BAT007 07 !
! CPT  Farino Thomas ENG026 07 |
| FF Hannon Dana ENG026 07 |
! FF Spear Jr Robert ENGO026 07 i
! FF Atwood Gerald LAD021 07 |
! FF Duffy Gerard LAD021 07 !
P LT Fodor Michael LAD021 07 |
! FF Glascoe Keith LADO21 07 !
! FF Henry Joseph LAD021 07 !
! FF Krukowski William LADO21 07 !
! FF Suarez Benjamin ~ LAD021 07 !
! FF Belson Stephen LAD024 07 !
i BC Deangelis (1) Thomas BATO008 08 i
! CPT  Burke Jr William ENG021 08 !
! FF McCann Thomas ENG065 08 !
i FF Dipasquale George LADO002 08 ]
E FF Germain Denis LADO002 08 i
E FF Harlin Daniel LADO002 08 i
E FF Mulligan Dennis LADO002 08 E
i FF Cain George LADO007 08 i
! FF Foti Robert LAD0O07 08 !
! FF Mendez Charles LAD0O07 08 |
! FF Muldowney Jr  Richard LAD007 08 !
E FF Princiotta Vincent LADO07 08 i
i CPT Richard Vernon LADO07 08 i
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| FF Sikorsky Gregory SQD041  SOC |
! FF Vanhine Richard SQD041  SOC |
| FF Coleman Tarel sSQD252  SOC !
! FF Kuveikis Thomas SQD252  SOC |
! FF Langone Peter SQDh252  SOC :
! FF Lyons Patrick SQD252  SOC :
! FF Brennan Peter SQD288  SOC |
| FF Gies Ronnie SQD288  SOC :
' FF Hunter Joseph SQD288  SOC |
| FF Ielpi Jonathan SQD288  SOC :
' LT Kerwin Ronald SQD288  SOC !
| FF Rand Adam SQD288  SOC |
' FF Welty Timothy SQD288  SOC |
! FF Scauso Dennis HMC001 SOC !
! FF Smith Kevin HMC001 SOC !
! FF Geidel Gary RES001  SOC |
i FF Marino Kenneth RES001 SOC E
! FF Sweeney Brian RES001 soC !
' FF Weiss David RES001  SOC |
' LT Martin Peter RES002  SOC !
' FF Napolitano John RES002  SOC !
! FF Holohan Thomas ENG006 SOC !
| FF Johnston William ENG006 SOC !
! FF Olsen Jeffrey ENGO10 1 !
| FF Tallon Sean LADO10 1 !
' LT Leavey Joseph LADO1S 1 |
' FF Apostol Jr Faustino BAT002 2
i BC McGovern William BAT002 2 i
' BC  Prunty Richard BAT002 2
' LT Freund Peter ENGOSS 2 |
| FF Russell Stephen ENGOSS 2 |
' FF Arena Louis LAD00S 2 |
! FF Brunn Andrew LADO00S5 2 :
! FF Hannafin Thomas LADO0S 2 !
: BF Santore John LAD00S 2 |
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LT Murphy Raymond LADO16 10

' LT Warchola Michael LADOOS 2 !
! FF Burnside John LAD020 2 |
! FF Gray James LAD020 2 |
! FF Hanley Sean LAD020 2 |
! FF Laforge David LADO020 2 ]
! FF Linnane Robert LAD020 2 |
E FF McMahon Robert LADO020 2 i
! BC  Ryan Matthew  BAT004 4
! FF Heffernan John LADO11 4 |
' LT Quilty Michael LADO11 4 !
! FF Rogan Matthew  LADO11 4 !
i BC Williamson John BATO006 6 E
' FF Delvalle Manuel ENG00S 6 |
! FF Maloney Joseph LADO003 6 ]
! FF McSweeney Timothy LAD003 6 !
' LT Desperito Andrew ENG001 7 |
| FF Weinberg Michael ENGO001 7 i
! FF Juarbe Jr Angel LADO12 7 i
! FF Mullan Michael LADO12 7 |
! CPT  Brethel Daniel LAD024 7 |
! FF Parro Robert ENG00S 8 |
! CPT  Clarke Michael LAD002 8 !
! FF 1l Jr Frederick ~ LAD002 8 !
! FF Molinaro Carl LAD002 8 !
! FF Gary Bruce ENG040 9 |
! FF Santora Christopher ENG054 9 |
E FF Elferis Michael ENGO022 10 i
E FF Kane Vincent ENGO022 10 E
E FF McWilliams Martin ENGO022 10 i
! FF Hetzel Thomas LADO13 10 !
! CPT  Hynes Walter LADO13 10 !
! FF McHugh Dennis LADO13 10 !
! FF Stajk Gregory LADO13 10 |
sk Curatolo Robert LADO16 10 |
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BC Downey Raymond SOC SOC

! FF Smith Jr Leon LAD118 32 !
' FF Vega Peter LAD118 32 !
i FF Regenhard Christian LAD131 32 ;
! FF Bocchino Michael BAT048 48 |
' BC  Grzelak Joseph BAT048 48 !
! FF Coakley Steven ENG217 57 |
i LT Phelan Kenneth ENG217 57 E
| FF Chipura John ENG219 57 :
' LT Ahearn Brian ENG230 57 |
! FF Bonomo Frank ENG230 57 |
' FF Carlo Michael ENG230 57 |
! FF Stark Jeffrey ENG230 57 !
! FF Whelan Eugene ENG230 57 :
! FF White Edward ENG230 57 |
' LT Bates Steven ENG235 57 |
! FF Chiofalo Nicholas ~ ENG235 57 !
i FF Esposito Francis ENG235 57 :
' FF Fehling Lee ENG235 57 |
| FF Veling Lawrence ENG235 57 :
' CPT  Brunton Vincent LAD10S 57 |
' FE Kelly Thomas LAD10S 57 |
' FF Miller Jr Henry LAD10S 57 !
| FF Oberg Dennis LAD10S 57 |
! FF Palombo Frank LAD10S 57 |
LT Sullivan Christopher LAD111 37 ;
' BC  Haskell Jr Thomas LAD132 38 |
! FF Jordan Andrew LAD132 38 ;
i FF Kiefer Michael LAD132 38 i
! FF Mingione Thomas LAD132 38 ;
i FF Vigiano II John LAD132 38 ;
! FF Villanueva Sergio LAD132 38 :
! CPT  Moody Thomas ENG310 58 |
i AC Barbara Gerard CMDCTR OP :
{ AC  Bums Donald CMDCTR OP |
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FF Lyons Michael SQD041  SOC

! BC  Fanning John HAZMOP SOC |
! BC Stack Lawrence SFTYB1 SOC !
i DC Kasper Charles SOC soc i
! BC  Moran John SOC soc i
E FF Gardner Thomas HMCO001 SOC i
E FF Hohmann Jonathan HMC001 SOC E
' FF Rall Edward RES002  SOC !
| FF Blackwell Christopher RES003 soc i
! FF Gambino Jr Thomas RES003 soc !
! FF Meisenheimer ~ Raymond RES003 soc !
! FF Regan Donald RES003  SOC !
i FF Spor Joseph RES003 soc !
' LT Dowdell Kevin RES004 SOC !
i CPT  Hickey Brian RES004 soc i
! FF Bergin John RES00S  SOC !
! FF Bini Carl RES00S  SOC !
i FF Fiore Michael RES005 SOC
' FF Fletcher Andre RES00S  SOC !
' LT Harrell Harvey RES00S  SOC |
i FF Mascali Joseph RES00S soc |
' FF Miller Douglas RES005  SOC !
! CPT  Modafferi Louis RES00S  SOC |
! FF Palazzo Jeffrey RES00S  SOC !
E FF Rossomando Nicholas RES005 SOC i
! FF Box Gary SQD001  SOC !
! FF Butler Thomas SQD001  SOC !
' LT DAwi Edward SQD001  SOC !
P LT Esposito Michael SQD001  SOC E
! FF Fontana David SQD001  SOC |
' LT Russo Michael SQD001  SOC !
! FF Siller Stephen SQD001  SOC |
| FF Cullen IIT Thomas SQD041  SOC :
! FF Hamilton Robert SQD041  SOC |
i LT Healey Michael SQD041  SOC i





OPS/images/title.jpg
LAST MAN
DOWN

The Fireman’s Story

FDNY Battalion Commander
Richard ‘Pitch’ Picciotto

with
Daniel Paisner

SEVEN DIALS





