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Dedication

This book is dedicated to baby Joel, may you rest in peace, little one. Also to Paris, Michael and Louisa and all the children and teenagers who have passed through my home. It’s been a privilege to have cared for you and to be able to share your stories. And to the children who live with me now, thank you for your determination, strength and joy and for sharing your lives with me.


‘Is It My Fault Mummy?’

By Maggie Hartley
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A Message from Maggie

I wanted to write this book to give people an honest account of what it’s like to be a foster carer. To talk about some of the challenges that I face on a day-to-day basis and some of the children that I’ve helped.

My main concern throughout all this is to protect the children that have been in my care. For this reason all names and identifying details have been changed, including my own, and no locations have been included. But I can assure you that all my stories are based on real-life cases from my own experiences.

Being a foster carer is a privilege and I couldn’t imagine doing anything else. My house is never quiet but I wouldn’t have it any other way. I hope that perhaps my stories will inspire other people to consider fostering as new carers are always desperately needed.

Maggie Hartley
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A little girl locked in a prison of guilt.
A loving foster carer determined to free her
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