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INTRODUCTION

Hello, and welcome to Have I Got News for You: The Quiz of 2022.*

What a year it’s been. If Billy Joel had tried to write ‘We Didn’t Start the Fire’ about 2022 he’d have run out of space and given up after seeing the price of paper. Russia invaded Ukraine, Boris Johnson resigned, the Queen passed the baton to Charles after a seventy-year reign, heat records were broken, food and energy bills went through the roof, trains didn’t run, planes didn’t take off, fading celebrities discovered that libel laws are a great way to generate publicity, Keir Starmer furrowed his brow slightly harder than usual, Liz Truss spent more money in her first week as PM than anyone since the war, and – as usual – most of the biggest stories broke while Have I Got News for You was off the air.

What better way, then, to commemorate a year most of us probably want to forget than with lots and lots (and lots) of quiz questions about it? There’s the Missing Words Round, the Odd One Out Round, loads of rounds that we’ve nicked from other puzzle books, and for any insomniacs out there, there’s even one on the Labour Party.

So, sit back, relax, light a candle (or if you’re doing really well, a paraffin lamp) and see how much you can remember from one of the most chaotic years in modern history.

 

__________

* This book went to print in September 2022. We can’t see into the future (and indeed, Prime Minister Liz says we shouldn’t even try), which is why there aren’t any questions on the last few months of the year, and why there might be occasional mentions of some people who’ve selfishly died in the meantime.




NEW YEAR, SAME OLD RUBBISH

As we left 2021, there were rumblings of illicit soirées at Downing Street and Russia appeared to be mobilising troops along the Ukrainian border, but we’d come through Christmas without another lockdown so there were high hopes for a stable, prosperous year. Hang on – sorry – wrong notes, that was 2012. Let’s see if you can answer these questions from the start of 2022 instead.

1. Which band performed on the BBC’s reliably dreadful New Year’s Eve show, managing to see in 2022 and outrage the eternally outraged in the process?

A. Years and Years

B. Bastille

C. Blossoms

D. Bring Me the Horizon

2. NFTs set the tone for another terrible year by becoming the must-have investment for the worst people you know, but what does NFT stand for?

A. Numbered Financial Token

B. Non-financial Transaction

C. Non-fungible Token

D. Negative Forecast Trend

3. The Tories easily won the Southend West by-election at the beginning of February, but which party came second?

A. The Liberal Democrats

B. UKIP

C. Reform UK

D. The Psychedelic Movement

4. In the first of many potentially apocalyptic events of 2022, scientists discovered that one of Elon Musk’s old rockets was on course to hit what at 5,700mph?

A. The moon

B. Antarctica

C. The International Space Station

D. Mars

5. The UK Singles Chart was topped by an original song from a Disney film for the first time ever, but what was it called?

A. We Don’t Talk About Bruno

B. I Refuse to Discuss Barbara

C. Please, Nobody Mention Rupert

D. Restraining Order Against Grandad

6. During the launch of the government’s ‘Levelling Up’ scheme, Michael Gove said he had what for Dominic Cummings?

A. No respect whatsoever

B. A deep reservoir of affection

C. Unparalleled, endless resentment

D. Vast reserves of admiration

7. Word-guessing game Wordle became a viral sensation in early 2022, but who was it originally created for?

A. Sixth-form college students

B. Children off school with Covid

C. The creator’s wife

D. The creator’s children

8. Which UK reality show announced plans for a spin-off stage musical?

A. Love Island

B. The Apprentice

C. Come Dine With Me

D. The Great British Bake Off

9. Which YouTuber was revealed as the platform’s top earner in 2021?

A. PewDiePie

B. Zoella

C. MrBeast

D. Steve Terreberry

10. In a desperate attempt to remain relevant (until 2024 at least . . .) Donald Trump launched his new social media platform in February. What is it called?

A. Truth Social

B. Patriot Book

C. MAGA Central

D. Scorn Hub



NEW YEAR, SAME OLD RUBBISH – ANSWERS

1. A – Years and Years’s performance received 179 complaints for being ‘overly sexualised’ by people seemingly unaware that midnight occurs after the watershed.

2. C – NFTs, or ‘non-fungible tokens’ gave people the impossible choice between buying a new house or a JPEG of a monkey wearing a Stetson. And you get an extra point for knowing what ‘fungible’ means.

3. D – None of the major opposition parties contested the election out of respect to former MP Sir David Amess, who was tragically murdered in October 2021. UKIP did, however, and amassed a whopping four hundred votes to finish third behind political heavyweights The Psychedelic Movement.

4. A – No dystopian nightmare would be complete without an appearance from Elon Musk, who thankfully stopped short of calling the moon a paedophile.

5. A – Taken from the Encanto soundtrack and buoyed by TikTok parodies, ‘We Don’t Talk About Bruno’ provided joy for children and PTSD for parents.

6. B – Gove made the comments in spite of Cummings’s repeated berating of the government. He declined to go into more detail about his ‘deep reservoir’ however, coming as welcome news to people who were eating at the time.

7. C – Creator Josh Wardle (which is where Wordle’s name comes from) came up with the idea in 2013 and spent the following years perfecting it on the basis that his wife enjoys puzzles, although it’d probably have been simpler to pop down to the shops for a crossword book.

8. D – Plans for a musical version of the long-running baking show were of huge interest to anyone wondering how Matt Lucas and Noel Fielding’s obvious lack of enthusiasm could be captured in song.

9. C – Jimmy Donaldson – better known as MrBeast – made an eye-watering $54 million after becoming the world’s leading authority in the lucrative ‘owning a webcam and reacting to things’ industry.

10. A – The launch of Truth Social was mired in technical issues and criticism of its terms of service, but was a godsend for people who enjoy being screamed at by an elderly man while he uses the toilet. Despite banning Trump’s account, Twitter ensured it remained a world leader in misinformation by allowing official Russian ones to stay up.




RECORD BREAKERS

Although ‘fixed penalty notices received by a single government’ wasn’t officially recognised as a world record this year, plenty of things were. Here are ten questions about all things biggest, longest and oldest in 2022.

1. Early in the year, the bizarrely named TobyKeith was confirmed as the world’s oldest what?

A. Cat

B. Tortoise

C. Fish

D. Dog

2. In another age record, a French woman became the world’s oldest living person in April when the previous holder died in Japan. What other record does she hold?

A. Oldest European of all time

B. Most popes met

C. Oldest Covid-19 survivor

D. Most boiled eggs eaten in sixty seconds

3. Welsh farmer Gerwyn Jones sold what for a record-breaking £189,000?

A. Bull

B. Sheepdog

C. Racing pigeon

D. Tractor

4. In May, 1,369 people descended on the town of Whitby in Yorkshire to break the record for the most people dressed as which fictional character?

A. Spider-Man

B. Frankenstein’s monster

C. Count Dracula

D. Darth Vader

5. A painting by which artist became the most expensive piece of twentieth-century art ever after selling at auction in 2022?

A. Andy Warhol

B. Pablo Picasso

C. Paul Cézanne

D. Frida Kahlo

6. A hundred-year-old Brazilian man broke the record for the longest time doing what?

A. Owning the same house

B. Living in a tree

C. Holding a driving licence

D. Working for the same company

7. While much of the UK was enjoying the jubilee festivities on 2 June, four hundred Brits gathered at Plymouth lido dressed as what?

A. Scuba divers

B. Mermaids

C. Pirates

D. Aliens

8. As part of National Vegetarian Week, a chef from Wiltshire set a new world record after creating the largest-ever what?

A. Omelette

B. Pizza

C. Ball of falafel

D. Scotch egg

9. Daniel Alcon, a thirty-five-year-old schoolteacher from Wimbledon, set a new world record in 2022 by doing what for almost forty hours?

A. Teaching maths

B. Freestyle rapping

C. Sitting in a bath of beans

D. Running laps of a playground

10. When Anoushe Husain climbed 1,229 feet and 9 inches at The Castle Climbing Centre in London, what made the feat especially impressive?

A. She did it blindfolded

B. She was only six years old

C. She completed it in one hour

D. She did it one-handed



RECORD BREAKERS – ANSWERS

1. D – Chihuahua TobyKeith (named after US singer . . . well, Toby Keith) broke the record for oldest living dog on 16 March at twenty-one years and sixty-six days, and – as is the custom when you’re ancient – put his long life down to twenty cigarettes a day and a glass of sherry before bed.

2. C – Sister André (born Lucile Randon in 1904) became the world’s oldest Covid survivor when she recovered from the virus in 2021. Then, at the age of 118 years and seventy-three days she became the world’s oldest living person when 119-year-old Kane Tanaka died on 19 April. The curse of being the world’s oldest person strikes yet again; someone should really look into why they keep dying.

3. A – The Limousin bull – named Graiggoch Rambo – broke the record for its breed after selling for six figures at auction. Rambo’s new owner says aside from stopping off at a china shop on the way home he has no regrets over the purchase.

4. C – Bram Stoker got the idea for Dracula while visiting Whitby, after he heard a bloke in the pub say, ‘hey, someone should write a book about a vampire’.

5. A – Andy Warhol’s famous image of Marilyn Monroe sold for an eye-watering $195 million, or $195,000,005 with postage.

6. D – Walter Orthman, who turned one hundred in April, has worked at the same textiles company in Brazil since 1938 and often comes out on top in office disputes simply by outliving his colleagues.

7. B – The gathering was officially confirmed to have the most people dressed as mermaids in one place at the same time. Good job they got the record really or they’d have been going home with their tails between their legs.

8. D – The egg at the centre of the, erm, Scotch was of the ostrich variety, which took chef Leigh Evans more than ninety minutes to boil. Must be doing well for himself if he can afford to boil an egg in 2022.

9. B – School teacher Alcon, who raps under an alias of DAlcon, broke the previous freestyle rapping record of thirty-six hours. The Guinness World Records judge who witnessed the attempt congratulated Mr Alcon for the feat but begged him never to do it again as it was the most boring two days of his life.

10. D – Husain, originally from Luxembourg and co-founder of the Paraclimbing London group, was born with her right forearm missing, and broke the world record for ‘greatest vertical distance climbed on a climbing wall with one hand in one hour’. If that wasn’t mind-boggling enough, she completed the feat using the weaker side of her body.




SUNLIT UPLANDS OR: HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE BREXIT

If there’s one thing we can all agree on, it’s whether or not leaving the EU was a good idea. Fortunately (for the purposes of this book at least) Brexit is very much still in the news, so see if you can take back control of these ten questions.

1. After spending a few years wandering along the south coast and angrily pointing at the sea, Nigel Farage returned from political limbo and suggested another referendum on what?

A. Abolishing the House of Lords

B. Net zero targets

C. Withdrawing from NATO

D. Re-joining the EU

2. As part of a mini reshuffle in early February as No. 10 tried to move on from partygate, Jacob Rees-Mogg was named Minister for . . .

A. European Relations

B. Taking Back Control

C. Global Britain

D. Brexit Opportunities

3. Boris Johnson caused outrage at the Conservative Party’s spring conference when he compared the EU referendum to what?

A. The Normandy landings

B. Sophie’s Choice

C. The war in Ukraine

D. The persecution of Jesus

4. Early in 2022 the Public Accounts Committee predicted Brexit free-trade arrangements could deliver how many economic benefits?

A. None

B. 1–3

C. 4–5

D. More than 10

5. During his spring budget statement, Rishi Sunak claimed that thanks to Brexit he was able to axe VAT on what?

A. Champagne

B. Solar panels

C. Concrete

D. Gold bullion

6. In one of 2022’s more peculiar Brexit headlines, it was alleged that new trade laws had ‘squashed’ which UK industry?

A. Highlighter pens

B. Lip fillers

C. Edible insects

D. Vibrators

7. The so-called ‘Festival of Brexit’ finally got underway, with the first event taking place at Caernarfon Castle in Wales, but what is the festival’s official title?

A. National Festival of Creativity

B. Unboxed

C. Resurgence

D. Glastonbollocks

8. As part of the festival’s ‘celebrations’, it was announced what would be installed in Weston-super-Mare?

A. A fibreglass T-Rex

B. A sixty-foot metal scorpion

C. A replica of the Titanic

D. A decommissioned oil rig

9. Which of the following politicians doesn’t have ‘Brexit Secretary’ on their CV?

A. David Frost

B. Dominic Raab

C. David Davis

D. Steve Barclay

10. Which musical opted to tour the EU with a Chinese production, claiming Brexit ‘red tape’ made it too expensive to use a British one?

A. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory

B. Wicked

C. The Phantom of the Opera

D. The Book of Mormon



SUNLIT UPLANDS OR: HOW I LEARNED TO STOP WORRYING AND LOVE BREXIT – ANSWERS

1. B – It was the government’s net zero targets that old Nige’ decided to take exception to, saying, ‘It’s a little bit like the European question. Everybody agrees and you’re not allowed to have your say’, referring to the thing nobody can agree on that we had a referendum for.

2. D – As well as seeking out Brexit opportunities (which consisted solely of pleading with Sun readers to help him find them) Rees-Mogg was also tasked with overseeing government efficiency, as the current model of accepting shady donations is painfully slow.

3. C – Incredibly, Boris Johnson managed to compare people voting for Brexit to Ukrainians fighting off the Russian invasion, causing a mini-stampede in the process as Nadine Dorries and Michael Fabricant raced to anyone with a microphone to blindly defend him.

4. A – The committee predicted that we could potentially see no benefits whatsoever, although it’s unclear how they reached that conclusion when we’re famously getting that £350 million-a-week boost to the economy.

5. B – The installation of solar panels is marginally cheaper thanks to Brexit apparently. Must be all those extra rays from the sunlit uplands.

6. C – As companies that produce edible insects furiously urged the government to rectify the situation, No. 10 admitted there were a few bugs in the system but warned not to make a meal of it.

7. B – The kick-off event for Unboxed involved projecting images onto Caernarfon Castle and included mammoth attractions such as ‘local choir’ and ‘some drawings from a nearby school’.

8. D – The attraction, called ‘See Monster’, will see a decommissioned oil rig dumped into the town’s former lido, and is expected to boost Weston-super-Mare’s tourism by up to twelve people.

9. A – Only Raab, Davis and Barclay were Brexit secretaries. David Frost did however work on the Brexit deal, being chief negotiator and the PM’s Europe advisor before spectacularly resigning over terms that he’d negotiated himself.

10. C – It was The Phantom of the Opera that was hit by red tape. Brexiteers reacted furiously to the news, presumably as the tape was red and not blue.
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