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A Printmaker’s Day & Night

Light to dark, dark to light is the pattern of all our days. Each day the quality of light is something that affects us all profoundly. The low light of an English February morning over undulating hills, or the sharp, bright midday light of a British seaside town in July, can really affect our moods.

Light and how it changes throughout a day transforms the things we see around us. The bouncing light of a cloud-filled storm sky can change a seascape through a palette of blues, greys and turquoises. Cool summer moonlight that crosses my back garden sends long shadows that change the garden from homely to unfamiliar. You don’t have to be an artist to appreciate it, it is something we all share. But life is busy; I am as guilty as anyone of being too preoccupied by running a home and small business to always stop and look. When I do take life a little more slowly, when I concentrate and observe properly, I find it inspirational. Watching nature throughout the day and into the night have become experiences to draw upon to make my art.

This book is a collection of prints and drawings prompted by such moments. Times when an encounter with nature has been in the spotlight, transforming it into a strong memory that I can develop into what I hope will be a successful drawing or print. Many poets have also been motivated to write about night and day. Each chapter of this book has a poem that mirrors my thoughts and feelings about its title.

I hope you enjoy this journey through a day and a night of my collected memories, in which I attempt to bring into focus nature’s distinctive moments that have influenced the artwork I create.
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