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FOREWORD


Many moons ago, I developed my love of stout and porter and would often try to seek the best pints in Manchester and other parts of Britain. Through trial and error, I would find the right spots but only because I had tried so many pubs.

Through the 1990s there was a wave of enthusiasm over all things Irish, especially stout, and while Britain could produce some great cask ales, it was the Irish that stood out, so naturally I was drawn over to Ireland to try out the best.

Of course, I started oﬀ in Dublin, not knowing much about the pub scene, but I had heard of Temple Bar, which seemed to be the popular place. Yet I found I was drinking Guinness that was not too diﬀerent to the Guinness I was drinking back home, even the Guinness storehouse produced yet another average pint, and I was starting to wonder what the fuss was about. 

It was only through stopping in random pubs and educating myself the hard way did I find the fantastic pints that I had been hoping for. Dublin is one thing, but the west of Ireland was another level, and I spent a month driving around Ireland, with visits in recent years teaching me even more in a shorter space of time.

My passion led me to visit more pubs in cities across the world, with my first big reviewing trip in the United States including New York. We now have the internet to help our decisions, but I found my best resource was my social media followers and their recommendations. Of course, not everybody has a huge social media following to help though, so while knowing where pubs were in terms of addresses and the popularity of the pint, such recommendations rarely gave me a feel of the decor, the atmosphere, the neighborhood, and the history of the pubs I was about to visit.

New York is a great place for eating, drinking and hospitality in general. The city’s cosmopolitan nature lends itself to there being some great bars in unusual neighborhoods. Some of the best bars and pubs are within walking distance of each other, which lends itself to a great pub crawl, but to know where to go and which bars to visit on a single pub crawl really does require a good guide; it is impossible otherwise to plan.

Historic Pub Crawls cropped up from time to time on my social media feed, and when I met Thomas on a winter evening in London, it was clear from talking to him and reading his guides that he’d had put in the hard yards and visited many a New York Hostelry, some I’d visited through my emphasis on stout and porter, and some that were enticing new experiences.

I hope you not only find this book a useful tool when visiting New York, but also an entertaining read that opens a world of knowledge when it comes to the Manhattan bar scene. It is the sort of book I would have loved to have been able to read all those years ago during my adventures. 



Jason Hackett

The Prime Mutton

 






ABOUT THIS BOOK

Having spent the last sixteen years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family, this book is a tribute to all the amazing locations and pubs that I have personally visited.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes or, worse, a pub may cease trading.

Every route includes at least ten pubs. New York City bars – more than those in most other cities I have visited – tend to have more ‘flexible’ opening times.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I have aimed to share the most interesting places (with the best beer), each route is planned more for the enjoyment of the entire route. I’ve made sure to take you through interesting areas, something New York has no shortage of.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse one particular pub over another and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough to allow those following it to sober up sufficiently between pubs.

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore the area and the pubs within it. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!
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