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To everyone that has joined me on pub crawls, and everyone still to do so.
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FOREWORD

It’s incredible that I’m heading towards my fortieth year working in London and needless to say, an amazing amount has changed in that time. Mobile phones, the internet, onesies and other revolutionary developments. The reality is, pretty much everything has changed, apart from one thing – the pubs. Many of the historical pubs I’ve drank in over all those years largely remain unchanged and open for business.

On coming down from Yorkshire in the late 1980s, I learnt to navigate the vast urban metropolis by pubs. I’d visit parts of the city with a hand-drawn map of half a dozen boozers that I planned to visit after work. These were great adventures, and I still return to some of those areas today and enjoy beers and the great atmosphere that is ingrained in those pubs.

I’m pleased to say that the research and planning I put in all those years back would be unnecessary today because Thomas has created a series of books that take away all the effort. You can dip into them and select curated pub walks in different parts of the capital just like that.

This volume includes one of my favourite pub-going areas, Mayfair. It’s the most valuable square on the Monopoly board for good reason. Tucked away among the grand stucco-fronted Georgian properties lie some of the country’s greatest and most atmospheric pubs. They are time capsules of London’s history. Where else can you soak up history and a pint of beer at the same time?

While I’ve undoubtedly worn out many pairs of shoes from touring the pubs of London, there is always much to learn and there are venues in this edition that I have yet to visit. While I plan to address that, I hope you use this book to begin your journey around some of my favourite pubs that have been selected in this volume.

Once you start, I can assure you it is very hard to stop. With this book, you will discover that ‘one for the road’ no longer means the final beer of the night but is merely a description of the pint you have before strolling onto the next pub.

Glynn Davis
February 2025




ABOUT THIS BOOK

Having spent the last sixteen years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family, this book is a tribute to the locations and pubs that I have personally visited.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes, rebranding or, worse, a pub may have ceased trading.

Among the facts, I have shared what I thought of the pub when I last visited, along with some memories and sometimes special quirks or features to look out for.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I try to share the most interesting, each route is planned more for the enjoyment of an entire route that covers a fascinating area.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse any of the pubs over others and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough for people to sufficiently sober up between pubs and explore as much of the area as possible.

That being said, I would also like to offer a challenge to anybody who would like to make their crawls even boozier: take a shot at every pub that has a dartboard. On social media, my editing skills ensure I always hit the maximum score!

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore the area and pubs within. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

I hear lightning does not strike twice, so it is a real treat to be able to share my second book of Historic Pub Crawls with you.

While the first book was predominantly focused around the tiny City of London area, this time we venture further afield to the banks of the River Thames at Richmond and Putney, and to the vast open spaces of Highgate Cemetery and Hampstead Heath.

Like many Brits, weekends throughout my late teens and early twenties revolved around the pub, whether gathering the gang (each with their specific expert category knowledge) to extract dosh from the quiz machine or catching up on whatever the current sporting event was. We had good times, late nights and difficult conversations that created deep friendships which have lasted a lifetime.

One event that always got everybody giddy with excitement was the pub crawls we would organise. Each birthday we would gather in Harrow, then take the tube to the first pub. It became an annual event, and eventually became the book you’re holding today.

People eagerly anticipated the route and, as it matured, I began to spend longer on the planning. I even started producing various pocket guides and maps for each year, although many were lost by the time we reached pub ten. Originally, I had to do the research the old-fashioned way, poring over books and visiting each pub before the big day. As the internet matured, so did my research. It was revolutionary in terms of how I could plan in advance, and allowed me to find places I otherwise would never have come across. It made the process extra exciting, as I could surprise even myself on the routes.

With around 3,500 pubs to choose from in London, it is easy to construct a route (or even a whole book worth of routes) past iconic landmarks and across interesting areas of the city. If anything, the problem was that there were always too many pubs and, even after completing a second book, I always spot amazing pubs that I missed as I walk through the city – perhaps subconsciously planning next year’s route.

I have always found a sense of community in a good pub, and the annual pub crawls are no different. It takes a special event to attract an eclectic mix of people, from family to old school friends, work colleagues and many more. And it takes a great route to gel them into a messy yet memorable day that is inclusive for all.

On the day, participants tend to gather into teams, creating a feisty competition to reach each pub before the other groups. Whether deliberate or not, this results in a thinning of the route to ensure that no pub ever feels too crowded and it keeps us on track with the timings – which was a challenge, as some years have seen as many as eighty crawlers taking part.

Some of the highlights over the years were along the riverbank in Greenwich, winding through the back roads of Westminster, strolling over the gorgeous Primrose Hill in the sunshine and taking in some of the most iconic pubs like the Ship & Shovell, the Warrington and the Cittie of Yorke.

We have been lucky to loop around St Paul’s when the sun was out, marvel at a lit-up Marble Arch and wander through a lively Camden High Street and around the market. Each route provides plenty of occasions to eat, and some of the best options are the local street-food stands at semi-permanent food markets across the city.

The impact of Covid was devasting on the hospitality industry, so I was eager to get out and show my support as soon as it was safe to do so. After a gap of two years, it was fantastic to return to the annual tradition. We have found ourselves increasingly isolated over the last few years, with many workers now based at home. The trains are quieter on a commute, but we’ve lost some human contact, so getting back into pubs and laughing over a pint has been needed for us all.

As with my first book, each route is typically around a couple of miles, with a total walking time of about an hour. The gap between pubs is often just a few minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air, and time to recover and maintain the energy and thirst for the next pint.

Many of the best times in life are spent laughing over a beer with friends, so I am honoured to be able to share even more fascinating pubs that showcase some of the most iconic locations across the city, along the most delightful routes.

Hopefully, you will enjoy these routes, with friends and family, as much as we have. Cheers!
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