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To everyone who has joined me on pub crawls,
and everyone still to do so.
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FOREWORD

The best pubs in the world are in Ireland, so it is only right that we have a historic pub crawl laid out for us to enjoy.

From beautiful city pubs in Dublin and Cork to smaller towns filled with gems like Kinsale and Dingle, there are so many opportunities to become immersed in the culture, community and heritage.

My favourite style of pub is an old, untouched one that has been around for years, even better if it’s in a setting that used to be a family home, like Kennedy’s in Dingle.

It’s hard not to fall in love with the well-known popular spots like Dick Mack’s in Dingle or O’Connell’s in Galway – places that are known all around the world and still give visitors an experience both to remember and keep coming back for.

I think the most Irish experience you’ll get is in an old pub in Dublin, beside a very famous graveyard, at John Kavanaghs, also known as ‘The Gravediggers’, where I first met Thomas in 2024. We shared a pint in the famous snug as the owner of the pub shared his family stories under the smoke-stained ceilings.

We also had a chance to visit The Palace Bar in Dublin, one of few remaining Victorian pubs in the city; a pub filled with mahogany wood & people chatting.

You’ll find these spots, and many more, included in this book of pub crawls through Ireland.

Thomas has a love for pubs around the world like no other. I’ve enjoyed his crawls throughout London and I’m so happy he’s decided to create such memorable routes here in Ireland.

You’ve got the right book in your hands to plan your routes, discover the amazing places that make Ireland so special, make memories with friends and family, and maybe even learn a few historic facts along the way.

Cassie Stokes

Irish travel content creator




ABOUT THIS BOOK

I’ve spent the last twenty years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family across London, and now share the routes and pubs on social media. This book is a tribute to the locations and pubs that I have personally visited as I have expanded my travels and explored further afield.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of print, there may be subsequent name changes or, worse, a pub may cease trading.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I try to share the most interesting places (with the best beer), each selection is planned more for the enjoyment of an entire route that covers an interesting area.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse one particular pub over another and sadly I miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure the route is spaced out enough to allow those following it to sober up sufficiently between pubs.

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore the area and the pubs within it. If you pass a pub that looks good, then pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

In James Joyce’s novel Ulysses, its hero, Leopold Bloom, attempts to cross Dublin without passing a pub. It is an impossible challenge that could apply to almost every location on the Emerald Isle.

Throughout the island, there is always a pub nearby – on a busy road, down a country lane or as the last holdout of a centuries’ old building standing defiantly against Old Father Time.

I have been arranging pub crawls for my birthday since my twenties, and what started with friends and family has become a deeper passion that has enabled me to explore even more historic drinking establishments across the world and hear the stories that make them so special.

As my social media following grew around my London routes and then England, I became emboldened by my followers’ enthusiasm to explore further afield and to cover more pubs. First, thanks to a fortunate opportunity, New York City, and now I am delighted to have travelled across the island of Ireland and beyond.

When you arrive in a new town or city, the pub is often the best place to start, stop off for lunch or end a day’s exploring. The staff often have amazing stories to tell, and a good team behind the bar will always make a stranger feel at home by pouring a great pint. In Ireland you will find it hard to turn down a smooth pint of stout and the cheese toastie that is usually melting behind the bar.

Some of the towns covered in this book are so small that they are rammed with pubs and not much else. However, while there are not many more sights to see, the pubs themselves are among the most special I have visited.

I decided early into my prep for this book that there is much more to the island of Ireland than borders, and for that reason I have included two amazing cities in the north.

Much has been written about Ireland’s relationship with the UK, so while I won’t go into much detail about that, there are times when it is important to mention it when talking about the history of an area or a pub, however difficult that might be. While researching this book I felt privileged to spend time with great people, and to walk around areas that would have been out of bounds for a Londoner just a few decades ago.

As an island with not many more than seven million inhabitants, it is remarkable that there are over one hundred million people living across the planet with Irish ancestry. Their endeavour, humour and charm have spread far and wide.

After enjoying the hospitality of the Irish across New York – a city whose Irish population is so large it would be the second largest on the island of Ireland – I planned to travel further, to include other US cities and their rich Irish heritage in this book. So, I was delighted to explore Boston and its special place in the hearts of the Irish diaspora.

My travels are enhanced by the many talented young people I meet along the way, who help me film these routes for my social media. Wherever I was during the writing of this book, so many hours have been spent laughing over a beer with new friends.

I am honoured to have had the opportunity to explore this amazing island, learn more about Irish culture, and share some of the most fascinating and memorable pubs I have ever been to.

I hope you will enjoy these routes as much as I have, get to discover the stories behind the pubs for yourself, and make as many memories and new friends as I walked away with.

The best times in life are spent with family and friends, and if you are on one of my pub crawls that’s exactly what you are.
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HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Each route starts near a train station or landmark, with walking directions and a map marked with numbers that correspond to the pubs described.

Throughout the list of directions, areas of interest, landmarks or facts are lettered and the corresponding details given in the pages that follow.

This book is designed to fit in your back pocket and be easy to carry as you explore the routes. Please don’t leave it on a coffee table or bookshelf, as there are many of your own chapters to include as we support our great pubs.

Should you wish to skip any pubs, or find your own route, then full pub details are provided for you to plot your own path.

The complete routes are typically around a couple of miles long, with a total walking time of about an hour, and the gap between pubs often being five to ten minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air and recovery to maintain the energy and thirst for the next pint.

Often the routes have a few pubs condensed into a short distance, enabling you to curate your own shorter path.

Timings are provided as a guide, to ensure you can complete the route in a day with a start time that is generally around early afternoon.
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