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To everyone that has joined me on pub crawls,
and everyone still to do so.
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FOREWORD

The public house has been a cornerstone of British culture and society for centuries. In all of their glorious diversity, pubs offer us a precious third space away from home and work, where we can rub shoulders and strike up conversations with people from all social strata. In Historic Pub Crawls Through England, Thomas has found a way to firmly anchor our pubs within the heritage landscapes they occupy – and to encourage us all to get out of the house and explore them for ourselves.

I first met Thomas on a press trip to Amsterdam. There I was taken by his boundless enthusiasm not just for discovering great beer and wonderful establishments in which to drink it, but also his passion for sharing his discoveries with others. I could see that he was always looking for the next great shot – the juicy discovery that would delight his considerable band of online followers. It is that eye for detail, his knack for discovering the novel and unique aspects of a place, that makes this volume both eminently readable and abundantly useful as a practical guide.

In a former life, I was once a museum curator. I got to see first-hand how much the general public enjoys uncovering the fascinating stories that are locked in the historic buildings of our English cities and towns. It gives me great pleasure to read Thomas’s insights into the history of the pubs that he covers because he, quite rightly, puts those narratives on an equal footing with the other venerable landmarks, buildings and sculptures that he describes in these pages.

Pubs have tangible value, rich history and cultural significance. There are few better ways to appreciate this than on foot, with friends – in a pub crawl. And what is more, our hostelries are not dead spaces. They are not tombs to a distant world that has long since crumbled. They are still living, breathing en-tities full of fun and joy that wait for your visit with open arms. These venues may well be able to boast a catalogue of fascinating stories from the past, but the public house is also budding with the potential for you to make your own memories there. They have a foot in the past, the present and the future. Take up Thomas’s invitation, and sally forth on a historic pub crawl of your own.

Laura Hadland

Author of 50 Years of CAMRA and Beer Festivals: A Great British Tradition

linktr.ee/laurahadland




ABOUT THIS BOOK

Having spent the last sixteen years arranging pub crawls with my friends and family, this book is a tribute to the locations and pubs that I have personally visited.

While every effort has been made to ensure its accuracy at the time of going to print, there may be subsequent name changes or, worse, a pub may have ceased trading.

There are always more pubs to visit and, while I try to share the most interesting places (with the best beer), each crawl is planned more for the enjoyment of an entire route, prioritising an interesting area over any individual pub.

I have not made any commercial agreements to endorse any pubs, and sadly we miss out, or walk past, great pubs all the time – usually just to ensure we space out the route to sufficiently sober up between stops.

This book has no rules and is merely a guide for you to explore an area and the pubs within. If you pass a pub that looks good, pop in – you never know what you might find!




PREFACE

There are more than 38,000 pubs across England and, after the release of my first book of pub crawls exploring some of the 3,500 in the capital, I spent the subsequent six months revisiting more than 250 of them to film them for social media. This number is a drop in the ocean when you consider the pubs, inns and taverns that are the backbone of towns and cities across our nation.

Wherever you are on this island, there is always a pub nearby – on a busy road, down a country lane or as the last hold-out of a centuries-old building hemmed in by new developments.

Over sixteen years I have honed my talent when it comes to pub crawl arranging (a very valuable skill, if you ask me).

What started as a birthday treat enjoyed by family and friends has become a deeper passion, and a way to explore cities and towns across England and beyond.

I started in London, my home town, writing about well-trodden routes I knew like the back of my hand. As my social media following grew, I became emboldened by my new followers’ enthusiasm to explore further afield, and to cover pubs that were important to people across the country.

When you arrive in a new town or city, the pub is often the best place to start, maybe stop off for lunch, or end a day’s exploring.

The pubs and their regulars always have amazing stories to tell, and a good team behind the bar will make a stranger feel at home.

I won’t share much in the way of long descriptions or opinions of pubs in this book, nor will I recount all of the stories I’ve been told. I have learned from the success of my first few books that I am merely a guide in your journey. You, dear crawler, must have the freedom to discover your own path.

The complete routes are typically around a couple of miles, with a total walk time of around an hour and the gap between pubs often being five to ten minutes, allowing for sufficient fresh air and recovery to maintain the energy and thirst for the next pint.

Many hours have been spent laughing over a beer with friends, so I am honoured to explore our amazing country and share these fascinating pubs, showcasing some of the most iconic locations across our amazing towns and cities.

Hopefully you will enjoy these routes and get to discover the stories behind the pubs for yourself as we do our bit to support the pubs and their rich heritage.

The best times in life are those spent with family and friends, and if you’re on one of my pub crawls that’s exactly what you are.


[image: Photograph of Thomas holding up a pint of beer]





HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Each route starts near a train station or landmark, with walking directions and a map.

Throughout the directions, areas of interest, landmarks or facts are marked with letters corresponding to details in the pages that follow.

This book is designed to fit in your back pocket and be easy to carry as you explore the routes.

Should you wish to skip any pubs, or find your own route, full pub details are provided for you to plot your own path.

Often the routes have a few pubs condensed into a short distance, enabling you to curate your own shorter path.

Timings are provided as a guide, to ensure you can complete the route with an early afternoon start time.
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