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By Alexander McCall Smith



THE NO. 1 LADIES’ DETECTIVE AGENCY SERIES

The No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency

Tears of the Giraffe

Morality for Beautiful Girls

The Kalahari Typing School for Men

The Full Cupboard of Life

In the Company of Cheerful Ladies

Blue Shoes and Happiness

The Good Husband of Zebra Drive

The Miracle at Speedy Motors

Tea Time for the Traditionally Built

The Double Comfort Safari Club

The Saturday Big Tent Wedding Party

The Limpopo Academy of

Private Detection

The Minor Adjustment Beauty Salon

The Handsome Man’s De Luxe Café

The Woman Who Walked in Sunshine

Precious and Grace

The House of Unexpected Sisters

The Colours of all the Cattle

To the Land of Long Lost Friends

How to Raise an Elephant

The Joy and Light Bus Company

A Song of Comfortable Chairs



THE ISABEL DALHOUSIE NOVELS

The Sunday Philosophy Club

Friends, Lovers, Chocolate

The Right Attitude to Rain

The Careful Use of Compliments

The Comfort of Saturdays

The Lost Art of Gratitude

The Charming Quirks of Others

The Forgotten Affairs of Youth

The Uncommon Appeal of Clouds

The Novel Habits of Happiness

A Distant View of Everything

The Quiet Side of Passion

The Geometry of Holding Hands

The Sweet Remnants of Summer



THE 44 SCOTLAND STREET SERIES

44 Scotland Street

Espresso Tales

Love Over Scotland

The World According to Bertie

The Unbearable Lightness of Scones

The Importance of Being Seven

Bertie Plays the Blues

Sunshine on Scotland Street

Bertie’s Guide to Life and Mothers

The Revolving Door of Life

The Bertie Project

A Time of Love and Tartan

The Peppermint Tea Chronicles

A Promise of Ankles

Love in the Time of Bertie

The Enigma of Garlic



THE CORDUROY MANSIONS SERIES

Corduroy Mansions

The Dog Who Came in from the Cold

A Conspiracy of Friends



THE VON IGELFELD ENTERTAINMENTS

The 2½ Pillars of Wisdom

Unusual Uses for Olive Oil

Your Inner Hedgehog



THE DETECTIVE VARG NOVELS

The Department of Sensitive Crimes

The Talented Mr Varg

The Man with the Silver Saab



La’s Orchestra Saves the World

The Forever Girl

My Italian Bulldozer
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The Private Life of Spies

Also by Alexander McCall Smith

Copyright

Stories from the world of spies

Nuns and Spies

(England, 1943)

Syphax and Omar

(Algiers, 1924)

Ferry Timetable

(Scotland, 1984)

Donald and Yevgeni

(Shanghai, Moscow, Washington, 1934–1947)

Filioque

(Rome, 2022)




Author’s note

These stories are part fiction and part non-fiction. In Nuns and Spies, one of the common legends of World War II – that German spies were dropped into England dressed as nuns – is explored. For further discussion of this widespread belief see James Hayward, Myths and Legends of the Second World War. Donald and Yevgeni is based on the life of several historical characters, including Archie Clark Kerr, a British ambassador, and Donald Maclean, a British spy. There is a very informative biography of Clark Kerr: Donald Gillies, Radical Diplomat. This biography addresses the question of the unlikely Russian valet, Yevgeni Yost. For further details of the career of Donald Maclean, reference may be made to Roland Phillip’s excellent A Spy Called Orphan. Finally, on the Vatican Secret Service, see the exhaustive treatment of the topic in The Entity by Eric Frattini. There is an immense literature on the filioque controversy. The history of this remarkable issue is discussed in A. Edward Siecienski’s scholarly The Filioque: History of a Doctrinal Controversy (Oxford Studies in Historical Theology).
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