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When you try to grab a fish, it slips right out of your grasp; so how do you get a hold of it? You use a net. In the same way, we use nets to hold on to the wiggly world. If you want to control a wiggle, you’ve got to throw some kind of net over it. That’s our foundation for measuring the world – nets with so many holes across and so many holes up and down to help us determine where each wiggle is in terms of holes in the net and this is how we break up wiggles into bits. … But in nature, wiggles don’t come ‘pre-bitted.’ That’s just our way of measuring and controlling patterns and processes. If you want to eat a chicken, you have to cut it up in order to take a bite – it doesn’t come already bitten. In the same way, the world doesn’t come thinged.

Alan Watts, Out of Your Mind, 2004

There are dead zones that riddle our lives, areas so devoid of any possibility of interpretive depth that they seem to repel any attempt to give them value or meaning. They are spaces, as I discovered, where interpretive labour no longer works. It’s hardly surprising that we don’t like to talk about them. They repel the imagination. But if we ignore them entirely, we risk becoming complicit in the very violence that creates them.

David Graeber, ‘Dead zones of the imagination’, London School of Economics, 2012
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