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      Jonathan Smith was educated in Wales and at St John’s College, Cambridge. The Churchill Secret KBO, his seventh novel, is being adapted into a major ITV drama. An earlier novel, Summer in February, was made into a feature film, starring Dan Stevens and Dominic Cooper.
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        Keep right on to the end of the road, 

        Keep right on to the end. 

        Though the road may be long, let your heart be strong, 

        Keep right on to the end. 

        
          Harry Lauder (1870–1950)
        

      

      
        Keep Buggering On. 

        
          Winston Churchill (1874–1965)
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      There are three events, three occasions for great national rejoicing, that stand out in the British memory of 1953.

      The coronation of Queen Elizabeth II on 2 June.

      The ascent of Everest by Edmund Hillary of New Zealand and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay of Nepal. They were not Brits, granted, but they were on a British expedition and the news of their success arrived in London on the morning of the coronation, which was good enough for us.

      The defeat of the Australians at the Oval in August and the return, after a twenty-year wait, of the Ashes.

      If you say ‘1953?’ to people of a certain age, as I have done while writing this book, they often mention two, if not all three of those events. They do not mention the terrible floods on the east coast of England, which killed over 300 people and left 30,000 homeless, nor the death of Stalin, nor the deaths of Kathleen Ferrier or Dylan Thomas. And least of all what happened on 23 June in 10 Downing Street.

      That is not surprising because they were never told.
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