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PROLOGUE

The sun was shining brightly on the shimmering lake next to the Summer Palace, but the tall woman had no shadow. She pulled her white fur coat around her as she glared across the water. Silently, a fox with three tails crept up to her side, its head bowed. She stroked it with her slender fingers, the nails long and pointed, scratching the creature’s back. “Soon, this will all belong to us,” she said. The fox looked up at the Summer Palace, with its curved golden roof and whitewashed walls. All around, people were working and the small dock was busy with fishing boats.

[image: images]

The fox shook its head. “It doesn’t look that great,” he barked.

“Ah, but the Summer Palace isn’t just a building,” the woman explained. “It is the beating heart of all summer in the Jade Kingdom. When we conquer it I will have the power to bring an everlasting winter. The Dragon King will return, and revenge shall be mine!” The woman lifted her hands to the sky and let out a barking laugh. In the distance, more barking could be heard, echoing her laughter.

The woman in white fur, and her fiendish fox commander, began to walk towards the palace. As she passed the lake her true appearance glinted on the surface of the water – a white fox with burning yellow eyes, hungry for revenge.
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