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				Introduction

				MIA WATCHED AS THEY walked away from her, the golden embroidery on her mother’s dress glinting in the low morning sunlight. She didn’t understand where Mama and her elder brother were going, or why her mother had stroked her cheek and wound her fingers so tightly in Mia’s hair. Mia had traced her fingers over the embroidery again, and rubbed her face against its beautiful roughness.

				They were far away now, making for a boat pulled up at the jetty, a dark-cloaked soldier standing by to hand them in. Mama was leaning on Zuan as though she was too tired to walk, and his head was hanging. A sudden panic seemed to rise up inside Mia, and she took one stumbling step forward, before she was caught and held on the palace steps.

				The glittering threads of the embroidery pulled at Mia, tugging at something deep inside. Then they stretched, thinner and thinner – almost too slight and delicate to see, but still there, wrapped around her heart.

				‘Stay here with me, Mia,’ her cousin Olivia murmured, wrapping Mia in her arms. ‘You can’t go with them, I’m so sorry.’

				‘Mama…’ Mia whispered.

				But her mama didn’t look back, and the boat crept away across the shining water of the lagoon, swallowed up into the white sunlight.
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