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Nell Dunn

Nell Dunn was born in London in 1936 and educated at a convent, which she left at the age of fourteen. She came to fame in 1963 with the publication of Up the Junction, a series of short stories set in South London, four of which first appeared in the New Statesman. Awarded the John Llewelyn Rhys Memorial prize and filmed for both television and cinema, the book became a controversial success. A collection of interviews, Talking to Women (1965), preceded Poor Cow (1967), her bestselling novel. This was also filmed, starring Carol White and Terence Stamp, under the direction of Ken Loach. Her more recent adult books are Grandmothers (1991) and My Silver Shoes (1996). Nell Dunn’s acclaimed play, Steaming, was produced in 1981 and her first television film, Every Breath You Take, appeared in 1987. She has also written Sisters, a film script commissioned by the BBC. Nell Dunn has three sons and lives in London.
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Preface

I wrote Up the Junction and Poor Cow when I was still young enough to believe I was immortal. Life and all its thrills were never going to end. Now re-reading these books I remember the excitement of escaping from my unpeopled background to the energy of the city. When I went to live in Battersea in 1959 back gardens had rabbits and pigeons, dogs wandered the streets and people sat out on doorsteps on hot summer evenings eating fish and chips. There were plenty of jobs and if my friends had a row with the boss they left and by Monday would have another job. It was the same with boyfriends.

I made friends with the young women opposite and they walked me down the street introducing me to everyone and when my young son went to nursery school they took me to work in their factory packing sweets and later butter. I had the first bathroom and all my friends came round to bath and try on one another’s clothes. I had my hair bleached and done in a beehive. I wore skin-tight white jeans and I rode on the back of a motor bike.

I hope these books capture that extraordinary vitality when the day began around six, eating fresh rolls on the way to work and often ended after midnight kissing somewhere forbidden, someone forbidden.

Nell Dunn, London, 1996
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