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Maya Angelou has been waitress, singer, actress, dancer, activist, editor, filmmaker, writer, mother, and inaugural poet. She first thrilled the world with her autobiography I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. This was followed by Gather Together in My Name, Singin’ and Swingin’ and Gettin’ Merry Like Christmas, The Heart of a Woman, All God’s Children Need Traveling Shoes and in 2002 the sixth and final volume, A Song Flung Up to Heaven. She has written two collections of prose, Wouldn’t Take Nothing for My Journey Now and Even the Stars Look Lonesome. She has also written six poetry collections, as well as the inaugural poem for President Clinton, and two cookbooks, Hallelujah! The Welcome Table and Great Food, All Day Long, all of which are published by Virago. Maya Angelou now has a life-time appointment as Reynolds Professor of American Studies at Wake Forest University of North Carolina.
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